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Nov. 4. 1779. 
' CCORDING to my promiſe, made | 
this morning at our parting, I ſhall — 
dedicate all my leiſure moments to my, , 
dear Eliza, and amuſe her with the little. 
occurrences, or obſeryations of the day;. 
uſt as 12 preſent * to my pen; 


ENR 


bears may prove without foundation, both. 
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- E'ay, juſt as they preſent themſelves, by 

. way of giving you warning, that you 
are not to expect much order or method 
in my Letters: but I fancy our former cor- 
reſpondence may have given you ſome idea 
that my ſtyle is not renowned for Either. 
However, if you are diverted, that is the | 
chief point with me, for I have my fears | 
that great part of youf time will paſs but 


heavily, as 1 am very apprehenſive. yo 

ulsthe Heli will üer by going- Bak 
a very warm houſe in town, to a very 
cold one (ſurrounded by ponds and lakes) 
in the country, at this dreary ſeaſon, you 
know” what: bad effect it had on her laft 
Winter, though the weather was uticotn- 
monly mild; and I really think it was 
very unneceſſary for her to run any ha- 
zard, as the chief purpoſe of her going 
could have been accompliſhed as well, 
had ſhe ſtaid in town; it is, I allow, a 
very laudable cuſtom to be kind to the 
tenants, to entertain them, and make 
them happy at the approaching ſeaſon , 
but I think, as ſhe is ſo Geeste, Mr, $ket- 
fington might as well have done the ho- 
nours of Chriſt mas to your tenants as his 
own, ſince it muſt be done in his houſe, 
our's being ſett. I hope, however, m 
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for her ſake and yours; for then I know 


yau will be happy any where with her, 
and another perſon that ſhall be namelcfs. 
ou contrived mighty ill to leave 
town to-day, for by ſo doing you Joſt a 
moſt glorious light; a large body of pur 
Volunteers aff:mbled, to honour the me- 


* 


mary of King Wil iam, who made a ve- 


ty fine appearance, and fired ſeveral vol- 


lies, even better than the Regulars, who 
performed the ſame ceremony an hour or 
two after. Every one looked delighted, 
except ſame few, who-watit to be thought | 
friends to Government, but ſor me ho 


am an enthuſiaſt in the cauſe of Tibet; 


ty and my country, I was wonderfully 
delighte: 10 8 out men of the fir 

rank and property, as well as our mo 
eminent citizens, voluntarily arming ite 
defence of both: I think it warms one's 
heart, and I really pify your lukewarm 


ſouls, who can fee ſuch a ſight without 


emotion.— 


Nov:mber 5th. I had wrote thus far 
yeſterday, and ſhould perhaps have ex- 
patiated for ſome time on the love of our 
country, but that I was agreeably interrupt- 
ed by the arrival of an unexpected viſitor; 
a thundering rap at the door, threw all 
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the family into conſternation, as it was a 
very unuſual hour for company: I, who 


ſat by the window, ſtood up, and lookin 
through the glaſs, ſaw a poſt-chaiſe and 


four horſes up to their bellies in mud, the 


poſtilions and ſervants all in black: the 
door was ſoon opened, and out ſtepped the 
[coupon young widow I ever ſaw ; I be- 
e you will eaſily recollect this deſcrip- 
tion ſuits but one of our acquaintance ;_ 
it was no other than our dear Emily: 1 
flew to welcome her, and in a minute a 
thouſand queſtions were aſked by each, 
without either waiting for an anſwer : 
however, when we were ſeated, and be- 
gan to be more coherent, I told her ſhe 
ſhould be my gueſt, as I had ſpare beds 
for her and — maid, and the men might 
£9 o with their horſes, for I had not room 
or them; and if I had, ſhe knew, I could 
not abide to run foul of a ſervant fellow 
every ſtep I took about my houſe : ſhe 
ſmiled at the expreſſion, but ſaid, ſhe had 
as little liking to them as I, when they 
could be diſpenſed with, and that ſhe 
would gladly accept my invitation, that 
ſhe might have as much of my company 
as poſſible while ſhe ſtaid. Gertrude, who, 
you know, is the mother of this family, 
-no ſooner heard this affair regulated, than 
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itted the room to give the 1 
18 for that is 28 trouble ſhe 24 
entirel y on Þ herſelf, and indeed ſhe mak 3 
a much better, 125 in the 2 755 than 


e ine we 9 o lack 01 os Fl L 0 
the uuſine(s EE. her to town was 
Wecker ph huſband's will; it ſeems | 
er te e of him, during an illness 
of ſix a ” towrhod his . conſcience, 
470 by way of amends for the very un- 
4 dearmeft he had given her, all the 
while ſhe was bis wife, he made a will, 
to pal he appointed her Executrix,. ami 
left her the intereſt of a large fur gf 
read) money during her life, in addition 
to her , jointure, and ſome part of the 
1 principal at her diſpoſal : ſhe is alſo to he 
| 1 7 5 the Kid. and have 9 care 
4 = eſtate ; F know no one more capa- 
ble. of 7 it for the child's 1 5. 
certainly meant well at 

bi I think © the greateſt favour he | 
could confer on, her Was his dying; for 
cher own. ortuge. is ſo large, that ſhe only 
'wantedto beallowedt: to enjoy it in. comfort, | 
and what he has, left her, will, 1am lure, 


*. No, feat a e 1 ber x pig for 


know 


. degree of patience reflect on her being 
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1 kiow few that value riches leſs than ſhe, 
nor none that make a better uſe of hon 
Lyvely as ſhe was 'when laſt you ſaw her, 
you can ſcarce have an idea of what ſhe 
is now! She is of the middle fize, ele- 
.gantly formed, and has a feminine, ſweet- 
neſs in her air and manner, that is eaſier 
imagined than deſcribed ; her weeds be- 
come her amazingly ; and there | is a lan- 
gour in her countenance, contracted” du- 
Ting the two unhappy years ſhe was a 
wi e, ſo peculiarly ſuited to her habit, 
that it intereſts one, you cannot think how 
much, in her favour. I cannot with any 


ſacrificed to a man, with whom it was 
impoſhble ſhe. could be happy, metely 
e his eſtate and her father's were 
contiguous : it is aſtoniſhing to think, 
that ſuch ridiculous motives can actuate 
rational creatures, in the moſt material 
circumſtances of life; I cannot fay I | 
| ſhould have been quite ſo obedient as / 
Emily was; for a child has a natural right 
to a negative voice, when it concerns the 
happinefs of her life. I do not mean by 
that to juſtify all the pretty maſters and 
miſſes who in direct oppoſition to the will 
of their parents, as well as to every dic- 
tate of reaſon and diſcretion, are daily 
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performing the tragedy of, All for Love . 
and indeed, it uſually turns out a very 
deep tragedy to them, for whatever they 


may think before marriage, they foon 
after diſcover, that a competency, ac- 
cording ta their rank in life, 


1s ab olutely 
neceſſary to matrimonial felicity : but I 


think in chuſing a huſband for a girl, her 
friends ſhould be careful to fix on one, 
- whoſe qualities of mind and temper, are 


fach as would be capable of inſpiring her 
with that tender eſteem, which, according 
to my notions, is much more likely to be 
laſting than fierce flaming love; for that 
being more a paſſion than a ſentiment, is, 
hke all other violent paſſions, very apt to- 
ſubſide, and leave no traces but what are 
unpleaſing. | 


I took the opportunity of Emily's be- 
ing out on. buſineſs, to finiſh my letter 
for the poſt, as I think you will be uneaſy 
if I defer it longer. I hear her carriage 
ſtop, ſo ſhall conclude, for as her ſtay will 
be but ſhort in town, I would not wiſh to 
leave her when ſhe is, at home; ſhe is 
come up and bid me ſay a thoufand kind 
things for her, to dear Eliza : Gertrude 
expreſſes. herſelf much in the ſane man- 

ner. 
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ner. But I hope gp, | have more conſci- 
ence than iy expe 

they (ay: I ſhall therefore leave ou bs 
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Mr. 15 SET: and Charles know how 
much 1 eſteem them; ſo ] need „be n 


'Y ou to tell Peng. 
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LETTER "ay 


Mik rirzers Ain, to Mis MoxTIMER. - 


(Cattle-Skeffngton Nov. 7— 
O U. cannot imagine, Louiſa, how . 
much I was diſappointed this morn- 
ing, when the ſervant returned from the 
poſt-houſe without a letter from you! I 
ſuppoſe I looked vexed; for Charles, who 
juſt then come into the room, afked what 
occaſioned my . chagrin, and when he 
heard, obſerved, you had promiſed to 
write; but thoſe who relied on women's 
promiſes, would generally find themſelves 
diſappointed ; and added ſome unfayour- 
able reflections on female friendſhip; this 
affronted me, and I told him, if men 
were but half fo ſincere in their friend- 
ſhips, there would be a good deal leſs de- 
ceit and fraud in the world than there is 
at preſent: he ſaw I was warm, and tak- 
ing my hand, faid, my dear Eliza, you 
ſeem angry, fure you cannot fuppoſe I 
was ſerious, for you know I have the 
higheſt reſpect for Mi Mortimer, and if 
T had not, I would not willingly fay an 
thing to offend you ; I really did but 
joke, and thought you would” mich: as 

uch 2 


* —— — — ——— OO OO 


183 
4 1 accepted his apology, and we be- 


came friends again, 


But are not you ſurpriſed at my oem 


on ſuch a trivial matter, and what might 
well he taken as a jeſt ? Iallow it muſt 


gem fo to youʒ but I was | with, 
Gn had pes to think be 8 | 
ous, than, on n he bas x to pre- 
nd. You muſt Know, I have diſcovered i in 
a propenſity to Jealouty, which: has al- 
armed me moſt exccedingly,. ft: 0 5 
_ of great  unhyppineſs to us 
12 to tell my ſtory with ſome 
pſt inform You, that at the 
bit Inn I 3 we were 1 by a 
Hamilton, a you "g man of 10 15 
fortune in the county of Derry, who he 
ing alone, Charles invited to ſup with u 
and we efteemed him no ſmall Jau 
on to qur company; for he has had a li- 
beral education, is juſt returned from his 
travels, and makes ſuch obſervations on 
the laws, cuſtoms and manners of differ- 
ent nations, as do credit to his under- 
ſtanding, and promiſe fair for his being 
an ornament to his own country. You 
may think ſuch a companion made us all 
very chearful, and I, Who delight in ſuch 


ue drem him on to give us a litile 
a 
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b deſcription i the moſt material places lie 


d through, which de did in ſuch 


4 e 
; 55 eleg gt language, that when he re- 
| h 


4151 to his chamber, he left us full of 
fiis praiſes, that is, my mother and J, fot 
C harlls had grown very grave; and ve 
ſilent for ſome time before ; when m | 
mother obſerved it ſhe aſlted the cauſe, 
d he attributed it to a head-ach, upon 
ein ich we ſeparated fot the night, in Hopes 
eft would refieve him. In 1 mo 
16 ſeemed quite recovered ; Mr. Ham 
ton joined us at breakfaſt ; poli nay e re⸗ 
gre 25 that tie was to take 4 different 
d, and gave Charles a preſſing invita- 
tion to his houſe, Where he fflodld Be in 
leſs than a month, às he was to 55 15800 
that tirne on 4 viſit to a relati in this 
country: Charles promiſed to go, on 
ale he would return with bin 
his point being ſettled, and breakfa 
over, he attended us to our carriage, Where 


taking a very teſpectful leave 6 'my tri6= 


ther, 1 a very galant one of me; Vs 


all fer out on our different journeys; "arid 
2 hotneè in the evening withol meet. 


ing any other adventute. I tcdk notes 
that Charles was at times very thoughtful, 
and 0 J had a foes ff Il faſpicion of the 
cauſe, 1 il hoped I was miftaken, till 1 


was 
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was put out of doubt this morning, 1 
by Kitty, who, while ſhe attended me, ; 
ſaid, ſhe thought it her duty to inform me 
Mr. Skeffington had aſked her ſeveral 

— queſtions 8 my opinion of Mr. 
Hamilton, whether I had talked of him, 
when ſhe was undreſſing me laſt night, 
and in ſhort was ſo. inquiſitive, that the 
girl, who you know, has not much pe- 
netration, perceived he was jealous. I 

was very ſorry he had expoſed himſelf, 
md very much vexed that he had talked 
in ſuch a manner to my ſervant, which 
was in effect making her a ſpy over me; 
beſides that, if ſhe was ill diſpoſed it was 
putting it in her power to tell lies, and 
make miſchief, for ſake of a bribe he 
Offered her, to tell him the truth; his 
behaviour hurt me greatly, and was the 
cauſe of my anger at what he had ſaid 

- this morning, which otherwiſe I ſhould 
not have thought worth notice; however, 
his being ſo concerned at diſpleaſing me, 
and the particular attention he has paid 
me all day, ſhew how. anxious he is to be 
agreeable to. me, and makes it impoſſible 
for me to retain any diſpleaſure againſt 
him; I flatter myſelf my conduct will 
cure him of that unhappy propenſity; 
but I will be very ſure it has before 1 
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relapſed into his former 
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3 - 28 
think of being united to him. I have no 
doubt but to-morrow's. poſt will bring a 
letter from you, and will leave this unf- 
fiſhed till then, though it is already of a 
reaſonable length; but, for my own part, 
I think letters of friendſhip can never be 
too long, nor thoſe of buſineſs too ſnort. 

Nov. 8th. As I expected, this poſt 


WT has brought a letter from ycu, in which 


you'fully account for the delay, the arri- 
val of ſuch a welcome viſitor, is ſuſſicient 
apology; I am however well pleaſed ſhe 
gave you an opportunity of diſpatching 
your epiſtle next day; for I think my 

tience would not have held out es 
poſt, and I ſhould have joined Charles, in 
exclaiming againſt: the fickleneſs of wo- 
man. It was very mal-a-propos of Emily, 
not to come into town till the day I left it 
for I ſhould have great pleaſure in ſeeing 
her eaſy. and happy; and though it is a 
ſhocking thing to ſay, yet ſhe certainly 
never could be either while Mr. Rochfort 
lived, as an unkind huſband muſt deſtroy 
any woman's peace: I am glad for his 
own ſake he had the juſtice to acknowlege 
her merit before his death; however, he 
was of ſuch an unhappy temper,” that had 
he recovered, I doubt not, he would have 
caprice and ill 


* 
w 
* 4 
— 


„ OE nature. 


With whom ſhe's likely to be happy; for ſhe 


e the Volunteers, which I am 


I 16 3 
mature. Aa en Friend! b 


marriages; but I think Emily would be ve- 
ry excuſable ſhould ſhe make choice of one 


is now at an age very ſubject to tender im- 
preſſions, and the time ſhe paſſed with her 
hufband, can only be reckoned a time of 
flavery: Whatever ſtate ſhe chuſes, 1 hope 
| dr will enjoy all the happineſs in it ſhe fo 
well deſerves: thank her and Gertrude 
for their kind remembrance 1 E 
tell them no one loves them better. 1 
' ſhall not be ſo unreaſonable as to expeck 
vou will be a very punctual carreſpon- 
dent while your gueſt is with you, as ſne 
is not to ſtay long; but 1 flatter my- 
ſelf when you can ' ical half an hour, 
you _— forget your promiſe.— 01 
Hut I was quite W in leaving town 
the day I did for beſides miſſing Emily, | 
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very ſorry: for, as I think them a moſt 
reſpectahle body, and you know I am 
as public- ſpirited as any Roman Ma- 
tron, in the moſt virtuous ages of the 
commonwealth, I mean; for I would not 
chuſe to compare myſelf to a Roman, 
after they were governed by the Em- 
perors, becauſe that Government was the 
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in luxury and corruption; for you ſee I 
have no ſmall opinion of myſelf, at leaſt 
of my public virtue; and whatever others 
may think, I am ſatisfied; if women were 
taught diſintereſted love for their coun» 
v, there would be more patriots amongſt 
the'men thar there are at preſent, for ſe- 
veral obvious reafons; particularly that, 
as there are few of them that don't wiſh to- 
recommend themſelves to our favour, they. 
would be very eautious how they acted in 
their public capacity, if they knew our 
contempt would be the conſtquence of their 
apoſtacy... No. doubt the ancients were of. 
this opinion; for ydu may find, in the 
moſt glorious times of Greece and Rome, 
the women were juſt. as warm in their 
country's cauſe, as the men: and hiſtory” 
has applauded them for it; though now 
people affect to think thoſe things above: 
our capacity, and indeed the preſent mode 
of education for our ſex is ſo very trifling, 
that T fear there is ſome truth in the ſup- 
poſition. 
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When I am writing to you, my pen, I 
think, runs on of itſelf, and I know not 
when to ſtop it; fo pleaſing are the com- 
munications of unreſerved friendſhip! the 
hour for.'the poſt going out reminds me, - 
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it is time to conclude. It is probable you 

will hear from me very ſoon again, as I 
don't interid ſtanding on ceremony with 
you, W while Ns. W is in 
Dublin. 


My mother and Charles are dates 
grateful for your eſteem; you know what 


a favourite you are with them both. .- 

| Barewdl, dear ia. Tc 

9 X \ 

Ever yout's,. It I t 

45 ELIZA FITZGERALD. ; 
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Miſs Firyorn gn, to Miſs Moa rhazz. 
3 | Nov. 10.— 
YOUSIN: James: Fitz came here. 
Us efterday, ta ſtay with us till he ſets 
r- Dublin, to attend Parliament, 
| ar ih will be to-morrow, and I could not 
W think of let — * go without a line to 
my dear Loui E know: the firſt viſit 
he makes in town will be; to you: for 1 
aſſure you, you ſtand very high in his opi- 
nion; and let me tell you, all the young 
ladies in. the country ſet a great value on 
themſelves, if- they « can obtain his appro- 


bation; for, as you have often obſerved, 
be has a good head, and a gaod heart, and 


— 


1 
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of our gentlemen that would not Wiſh him 
for a ſon-in-law : but though he makes 
himſelf perfectl ly pleaſing in Women's 
company, and likes ES among them, 
no one ſeems, as yet, to have mage any 
Iimpreſſion on him. I bid him guard his 
heart againſt the fair widow, but he is nd 
way * he ſays; however, Iinſiſt 

C 3 on 
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is eſteemed accordingly. There is few, -. 


5 Leo J 

on it to him, that Mrs. Rochford will over- 
come all his ſenſibility at firſt fight, though il 
I am far from believing what I ſay, as 1 
am certain when he attaches himſelf to any 
woman, it will be from conviction that 
ſhe poſſeſſes the beauties of the mind, 
even in preference to thoſe of the perſon, 
which are the only motives to thaſe who 
fall in love at firſt look; a foundation that 
promiſes no great permanency in the paſ- 
ſion; for 1 look on it as a proof either 
of a very weak mind, or uncommon ſuſ- 
ceptibiliiy; or perhaps a mixture of both, 
and in any of the caſes, great fickleneſa 
—SA X 


I' wrote to you ſo lately, that I have 
now nothing material to impart, except 
that I hope Charles's good ſenfe has con- 
quered his late tendency to jealouſy; for 
T have not ſeen the leaft ſymptom of it 
ſince, though there has been ſeveral agree- 
able young men to viſit us, within theſe 
few days; this hope has given infinite 
ſatisfaction: for I confeſs his affection is 
neceſſary to my happineſs, yet I never 
could think of being his wife ſhould he 
continue in that i, Sram diſpoſition: 


1 * 
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We are to wat viſt ces to-morrow ;- a: 
Mr. Boyle and his daughters; they cane 
to this neighbourhood zuſt before 1 went 
laſt to town, I paid. my compliments to 
them, but leaving the country two days. RE: 
after, I did/not ſee them fince, fo I cannot 
ſay much about them: if they ſhould 
Prove 1 they will be an acquiſiti- 
as they are but a ſhort walk from us. 

Li believe L 1040 you, Pell-Park was left to 
Mr. Boyle by his uncle, who was a de- 
lightful old man: I hope his relations may 
be as- pleaſing. In my next, you al 
have my opinion of them, My mother ia 
pretty well as yet ; I ſhall be very happy 

if ſhe does but continue ſo till we get to 
town again, for it e much to 5805 | 
her ill here. e 


My dear Lal. knows how uh I love. 23 24 
NY ELIZA. FIFZGERALDs. wee. 
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ing ſo prejudiced in his favour; beſides 


not let you deceive yourſelf in a point ſo 
material to your happineſs. . I doubt 2 


me, though I am ſure you ought, 
muſt allow, a woman in love ſtands in 


[ 2] 
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Us terms, to Miſs Firzeoknatb. 


Nov, 2, 

Ir is impoſſible for me to ſteal a moment 
ſince I wrote laſt, to tell my Eliza how 
much I am concerned at the defect you 
have diſcovered in Mr. Skeffington's tem- 
per; it may cauſe you a deal of uneaſi- 
nefs, for it is ſeldom cured. I depend 
but little on your hopes of his having 5 


quered it, for you are a partial judge, be- 


peop ple are apt to believe what they wiſn; 
but when you all come to town, I ſtrall 
have a watchful eye over him, and will: 


you will think yourſelf much obli 


* 


need of a friend to ſee things in a proper 
light for her, as ſhe is utterly incapable 
ſeeing with her own eyes, when the 
beloved object is any way concerned. I 
think if Charles does not mend his man- 
ners, you — marry Mr. 13 
that 
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that is, if Ido not; for I fancy I ſhould, 
like him for myſelf, by your deſcription. 
of him, but we will conſider of theſe 
matters: hereafter. _ At preſent I want to, 
tell you, I. received. your laſt epiſtle by. 
your Very. agreeable letter · catrier, whodes- 
livered it himſelf the day after he arrived in, 
town. Emily was out when he came, but 
I aſked him for the evening, and then in- 
troduced him to her; he admires” her as. 
every one does, but as to any thing more. 
Ido N heart to be very vulne- 

rabſe. Do you know that a handſome. 
widow; . of eighteen, is too great an at- 


4 am abſolutely CHER with ks” 
ing all fine fellows that come here. - 
ſhe Mis been my gueſt, They pay 

me the compliment of their viſits, but L 
am not ſo.vain as to take them to G myſelk, 
for I know if ſhe was not here, I could. 
not be honoured with their company above 
once in a month, and ind I think it 
often enough in all conſcience to be trou- 
bled with them, for my ſpirits are quite 
wearied with the inceſſant peal of nonſenſe 
"ek; think it neceſſary. to ring in the cars, | 


of. 


eta 


of every woman of this fide "thay : after 
that age, Tfancy one would be pretty free 


from them: o be fure ſome of "ern 


could not talk — but I ſhould be x 
thoſe that can, would be convinced that 


women are rational crea as well 
| themſelves.” YT 70 


-Þ Kally tink the ge of your 
women have more lid iy of 5 ng: 
=o men; at leaſt, it is fo „ cle 
acquaintance; But this is KM TRR 
5 ws For fhoukd it be known £ thought 

o, the whole. Male Sex. would be up in 
s againſt me at once,” becauſe good. 

ſenſe is one of the things they would 
—_ y make. us they, have an 
e patent for. But I, who hate 
e camot help putti in a clainy 
to ſhare of the commodity for felf and 
* to ſpeak in the trading ſtyle, which is 
| convenient IT Is 1 in Tait, 
thoug i lacomio. | 

rl* in . 


_—_ are 2 prod* 
ceremony in ee it woulP 
be quite barbarous to inſiſt on an anſwer 
to every letter, now'my time is not my 
on; it is very well if I can give you a 


ſnort 
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mort aknomgemen for two Wau at 
2 time. 5 


S Emily all I "IE, 15 longer than 
ſhe at propoſed : ſome b nf. has 
occured that cannot be ſoon concluded. 
True it is ſhocking enough to date a wo- 
man's happineſs from the death of her 
huſband ; but if buſbands will be brutes, 
they. muſt expect both their wife and 
her friends will wiſn them dead. Emily 
behaves with the utmoſt propriety ; never 
eaking a reproachful word of r: Roch- 
ord , 75 110 tho one mult think ſhe is ; pleaſed 
at her releaſe, it would, not be decent in 
her to ſay ſo. I like your political ſenti- 
ments, they exactly coincide. with my 
own; I ſee no reaſon hy women ſhould 
not be patriots; PINE H tyranny 
and 515 are eſtabliſhed in a country, 


they are more liable to ſuffer from it, beth Hes 


in their perſons and properties than m 
becauſe ic able to defend themſelves : J's 
therefore, concerns; them much, to aſe 
all their „ in oppoſing it; and 
doubtleſs that influence is more powerful 
than people are aware of; they ſhould, 
tee be taught to uſe 1 it for the good 
of mankind, both as it relates to indivi- 
duals, and the community at large. What 


a pity. 


1 26 1 


OO pity you and I were not born in anci- 
PÞ ent Greece! we ſhould have made a noble 
| figure in Hiſtory, as Spa: tan wives or mo- 
i Oo eee 


Yes, I was ſurpriſed at yoùr warmth, W 
before I knew the cauſe, and for that 
matter, I am ſurpriſed ſtill ; for you are 
ſuch a ſoft, gentle, ſoul, ſo formed for 
the tender paſſion, that T did not think it 
was in nature for you to be difpleaſed 
with © your beloved two minutes together; 
eſpecially when his crime proceeded from 
his too great affection for you. lam glad, 
however, to find you are getting a little 
ſpirit ;'T often adviſed you to it, and you 
Tee what effect it had: your anger brought 
bim out of his airs in an inftant, where- 
das I will venture to ſay, your tenderneſs 
would not have done it in a month. No- 
ting like ſhewing one's authority now 
and then; it makes one appear of con- 
ſequence, and is abſolutely. neceſſary to 
keep down the domineering temper of 
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f thoſe lords of the creation. 
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l am going with Emily and Gertrude, 
to ſpend the evening with a fiiend. Oh! 
I have a ſecret to tell you of Gertrude; 
+15 | 64,408 6 * MH | 1 34a 6 1. it 
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it is a love affair too, therefore juſt fit 


for your ear: how 1 5 ſhe never made 
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Keen ING ꝑromiſe, I go on 
writing to my dear Louiſa, without 
Waiting for an anſwer : I do not, howe- 
ver, want to it on as a great 
| obligation, 8511 tink I Lanes not, er 
any time without communicating to you 
all the little incidents that occur, and 
conſtitute part of my happineſs, but 1 
will acknowlege, hearing from e is a 
material addition to Mt. 


I informed you in my laſt, Mr. Boyle 
and family were to be with us next day; 
they came much earlier than is uſual with 
ſtrangers, to ſhew us, as he ſaid, they 
wiſhed to be on a friendly footing, and 
hoped we would follow the example, 
which we did the very next day, for we 
were pleaſed with each other : we did not 
part till after ſupper, nor would they quit 


| ET promiſed q return , 
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immędiat. 21 f 

5 737 infint e 1 1 „ 
yle,.. who, is a true born Iriſm man: 

gene us, pitat N 125 e 1 


Toe are ene fy 
is, ſiſch a prudent” a3! s prey 
i Morey Ro for 10 weng 


"feel Lyle, of life, and he is: continua 
ig natured, or « charita le ations: 
ges: not throw ; away is pn 

wr doi dat ghters think 1 it 6: FR her 


anagzment of. houſhold 
1 517 e me chearful⸗ and has, 


ok, all. Os. good diſpoſition: of his 
uncle. His c ters are, rather pretty, 


fret is ſenſible and agreeable, 1 Jud 


8,: improved, by. reading;, but ſhe, has a 
3H ree of een a el her, when 


F Jay tha! alige,. which ſhe can do, 
| pleafing... 1 believe it is the effc 


Stout 55 on account of her per- 


Hs charms ; and Tam ſurpriſed that one 
| * Mating is e endowed, perl 
ö n: 12 . 1! * 27 Dl * 1 1.; Fall 
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e his farmily 3 is in th the. gn - 


he -youngeſ mg .ſo, ang He ngWs.1T ; 
"he is about ei hteer Her vo 
Hg ng tr Ee e 


airs, Miſs Harriet has a good underſtand- 
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all into fuch' 4 weakkneſs; but probably a 
few years will cure her or that folly, and 
ſhe will then be an ea women, 85 
Kae py in having them for nei 
15 11 is hot a 5 5 perſon of 
my gp {ex in any of 5 ties very 
near us, except one, and ſhe is as unfit a 
£ companion for 4 rational being as any ve- 
| getable in her garden, which is the only 
thing in life ſhe ſeems to have any know- 
lege of. Unfortunately for the poor girl, 
he will have a very large eſtate, and her 
mother thinks. it unneceſſar ry ſhe ſhould 
have any thing elſe, to recommend her. 
T really pity the poor thing; for, no doubt, 
ſhe" will, ſome time or other, find her 
Aar e . uſt he 
t ill-judgi ple they m 
ho can look an money as à good Arg ti 
-rute for all the uſeful” e du 
"Vfications of the ien, e e eee, 


I will lay this by for a white, 3 in hopes 
"of hearing from you ; beſides the Miſs 
Boy le's are come in v0 tea, and 1 dare ſay, 
I ſhall have' no more time for e ba 

| Evening. 1 >. TPO 


| November Was I grefſed 051 Ge 
1 ſaid I ſhould have no time for * 
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that day. The young ladies were aw 
rat 83 10 7 foRR: Per; as, oo 

Q 0 till” 12280 

as ker ng e 0 ſee a By 
5 25 ad a 5 ſome gen tlemen. that Charles 
brough gt Home With him, and we wee 

ery chearful happy, party; my mother 
Ns 1 hg, for vou know how 

105 y* ſhe is "16 fe ee e pleaſed”: 7 k 
th atsfactlon to. that” her 
was no reſt? int $M he you ng folks. e 
57 it need not, for pany ſhe 510 


was ones. young herſelf : and therefore 
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e 101 a 408, ls the, pr rope 
| ſ6n t of t; +40 the 1 loved and rele ed 
cording] 1,1 * am ſure her ice Wou 


have-much greater 25 gdt with them, than 
that of any of your formal peeviſh old la- 
dies, who ha aving. loſt a reliſh for amuſe: 
ments wee lxes.: are, continually preaching | 


againſt them, be they ever ſo innocent, ar 


A en pygſued. % ibo: gin 4 
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Hen Rid "here till FE morn. 
id a good-deal of company 


In he for enogny ſons. of them. Raid. gia | 
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e. ſpentan es ble en- 

at Bell- gl 671 invitation; both the 
dics- are proficients on the Harpſicord, I ; 
and have {weet voices; and one of dur 
gentlemen played enchanting] y on the 
ute; ſo we made up- a little concert, 
and the cards were laid aſide, except Mr. 
Boyle, who challenged my mother at So 
quet, and was not a. little. Alesſed at bea 
ing her, becauſe ſhe ee 
n e N 

I have juſt received your eile ts 
could you be ſo teaſing as to ſay os ha 
a ſecret to tell me ? and then, ave me to 
puzzle my brains about it, perhaps for 
this week, to come : you f pole every one 
to have as little curioſity as * ourſelf ; 
though you know it is a legacy eſcended 
to us from our grandmother DO, of which 
very, few have not a urge ſhare. | 


1 have thought of all the Found in 
that viſit you, but cannot recollect that 
Gertrude ever ſhewed the ſtnalleſt partia- 
lity for one of them; though I know 
ſome of them Amired her much: who 
can it be? I may as well bid you oy 
BE | r 


oy 


1 


. 
for 1 can neither think or write of any 
ching but this ſecret ; ſo. you need not 
expect again! till you tell 


16 hear from me 
it me. | 1 ** 
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HAVE retired to my chamber rather 

earlier than uſual, that L may. acknow- 
lege the receipt of my dear Eliza's laſt 
favour ; and gratify her curioſity, which, 
I find, is at the higheſt pitch. 0 


I really did not think of diſtracting your 
mind ſo much, when. I mentioned Ger- 
trude's affair, as it would not have had that 
effect on me; and when I conſidered, that 
I had no right to diſcloſe another-perſon's 
ſecrets: I determined to tell you my ſcru- 
ples on that head, and leave you in ig- 
norance till time ſhould diſcover it. How- 
ever, your letter made me alter my mind, 
and Gertrude being preſent, I ſhewed it 
to her, and telling her I had bei 


rer K 


* you a hint of it, aſked her permiſ- 
ion to inform you of the affair. She 
ſmiled at your eagerneſs to know the event, 
and faid, it would be a pity to deprive 
me of ſuch an agreeable correſpondent 

on 
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1 1 
Won that accourit, as ſhe was ſure it would 
Joe fafe with Niiſs Fitzge Id: and ſhe 
believed you would make allowances for 
I the weakneſs of her heart, your own, was 
ſo ſuſcep ble. i A y dear, your 
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g wo e 7 one e it but 
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| . e ch you may hed N 
vas mere accident diſcovered it ths me: for 


as you, obſerve, 1 have very little curioſity. 
TT had ever ſo much, it could not 
have' been excited in this caſe, becauſe I 
had no ſuſpicion: "arid thus it happened, 


A few days before I wrote to. you laſt, 
1 was to have co a in the evening; 
und chen I. Was del ed, ſtepped into Ger- 
trude's chamber to aſk her ſome queſtions; 
ſhe ſat with het back towards me, ſo loft 
in thou ht, that ſhe never heard me, 
Was near enough to ſee. She 
held in her hand a miniature picture of a 
beautiful youth, in the uniform of the 
French my on which her eyes were 
pre fixed. You cannot imagine what 
ard ftuation I found myſelf in, 
5 ſam ſhe had not heard me. I felt 
as if ] had purpoſely ſtolen on her priva· 


ey. 


though you. 55 7 
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5 I confcio! L had n 
5 m e 1 "ens, 
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ught, if I. could go out 
nl ſave us both a deal of contain, 


e 
her — 4 — wie an fare 
weuld. 


| airing 508 6 do. oo, whe 
hi 5 


12 fo beh. that I tho at 


fed pore from e ulneſs than want 


have 32 I am ſure mocked very 
filly. myſelf, but thinking it, beſt to take 
no 2 8 99 nd * 1 pe 


_ queſtion I; came. about; and, 1 15 
| by Type; Thy COKE Je. 
COPE 2 on. BE: al 
fram tor 5 e had ugin- 


tentcrll thrown her 
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n il Gens ef pany were gone, 
ind could er ſpirits, 

quite diſtreſſed ; but he uae he; do. 
concealit, 721 as ſhe i is naturally rather, ſeri-- 
Bs it pa * padv N 20 N one al- 


at. * 22 5 Tim. tain, It, pro- 
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ed, MAU 41G HONTE bet enen 
my opinion, is. quite becomi 12 youn 
en it8* now reckohed' a” capit 
vainſt all the rules of good+breed-='" 
ing to wa of capable of — 'And it is! 
part of the —— of French dancing. 
3 pils of that vul- 
bflitate an äſſur- 
e bo Miſs of fourteen 
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wn nt the nag: ſs ment to de 


I think, 


undaun ted woman of 3 
Se it iu 


c 6 


ene is > it 
þ + theſtrotigeſt barflers of — | 
and we ſee dally examples of in Eng 
land, where the faſhionable mode of edu- 
citioh has introduced a levity amongſt the 
women, that even out£does "their! nei 
board bn #h& Conühent.“ 1' muell“ 
we ſhalt catth te Mfeetion; Perle 
the intercourſe is ſo frequent, nl. be 
* a miracle if x contagion does not 

pk; * 5 obſer ved that 
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Fou will ay 1 bave wanderdd, ter from 
my ſubje& , but I intend giving Gertrude 


patience may not be put to ſuch à trial, 


or ks, ſobliged to go 
of, myl dates go me at ib * il 


ſuch agreeable neighbours,. and hope pews: 


VOur 


wall come to, Me, that 5 55 


allowance for its ee: it is beſt 
laugh pepple out of their follics, and be 
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1 know ba your. female yagrtable * 


it was the happieſt idea you ever had, for 
you could not chuſe a more ſuitable a 


| pellation I am by no means gn 
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ſtory a ſheet, of paper to itſelf, that your 
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11 
that her mother ſhoùld think a large eſtate 
required no other qualification, becauſe 
he herſelf had ino other; and to be ſure 
her father is of. the ſame opinion, ag it 
was all he thought neceſſary in a wife. 
Is it not amazing that any man of ſenſe, 
can make choice of a woman to paſs his 
life with, that / has not a ſufficient under · 
ſtanding to make her an agreeable com- 
panion, even for an hour ? yet one ſees 
ſuch wives every day; and the poor 
things think they are of great conſequence, 
and have anſwered all the purpoſes of 
their creation, if they can ſcold their 
ſervants, and ſwarm the houſe with chil- 
dren, though they are totally incapable 
of inſtructing their children in any one 


thing that is proper for them to know. -I 


have no doubt but the men chuſe them, 
that their own ſuperiority in wiſdom and 
knowledge may appear to greater advan- 
tage by the contraſt, and ſome of them, 
Lam ſure, dread a competitor in thoſe 


J ſhould have a bad opinion of your 
viſitors, if they diſliked your er's 
company. A woman of her diſpoſition, 
though--not very young, cannot be a re- 


ſtraint on any one, unleſs they wiſh to 


Vol. I. 1 behave 
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Sn, game into; my chamber 
next morning juſt as I was riſing ; 
and: telling Sally ſhe: would aſſiſt me io 
ae wiſhed to be alone with me; 
the girl withdrew, and with much heſi- 
nation and viGble' confuſion, ſhe began, 
faying ; the diſenvery I had made the day 
before; diſtreſſed — more than ſhe, — 
expreſs; leſt L ſhould-! imagine her reſerve - 
proceeded: from want of confidence in my 
aflection for: ber, which ſhe. earneſtiy 
fared me, was not. the caſe. :. ſhe ſhould 
ink heifelf vety ungrateful if it wa: 
— 4 cdnſing-faic fe, hl uſimg tg 
death; the ttuth is, 8 ro: | 
folition Aux eb tell v0. t, 
* had dennangiach myſelf mn iat 
far while I. was ſo very young Here! 
arne, het,; 10 char chyſel6 pf any 
deſi o pry into her Ae ee r 
qu . under 
obligation t diſcloſe them, if it: gave 
K her the leaſt pain. She knew me tuo well 
not to be convinced ha aa but 
E 2 ſaid, 


| 
L 42.1] 


ſaid, ſhe had long wiſhed to break it to 
me, and now, that accident had done that 
for her, ſhe, would take the opportunity 


* « © L 


of opening her whole mind to me. 


' You already know my aunt St. George's 
ill health obliged het 10 reſide above'two 
years 'at Montpelier; during. that time, 
ech 8 an intimacy with a 
young lady of her own age, dau 
- ter 15 the Oonnt: de Rouſſillon, — 
chatteau was in the neighbourhood. Her 
mother alſo became acquainted with the 
Count and Counteſs,” who were very po- 
ne, and even friendly to any gentee! 
ſtrangers, who frequented the town: our 
| fiends received uncommon civilities from 
them; for they inſiſted on their paſſin 
great part of their time with them, whi 
made their ſay very agreeable, eſpecially 
to Gertrude, who found a moſt pleaſing 
companion in Mademoiſelle Adelaide; ſhe 
often heard the young Count mentioned 
in the famity, particularly by his ſiſter, 
who ſpoke of him wih all that fond par- 
tiality, which the ties of blood and af - 
fection are apt to create; and frequently 
wiſhed his return, that ſhe might intro- 
duce him to her pretty . Iriſh woman, b 
Ted. Hun 269 enen 5 een 
Lu! l 5 
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| Montpell 


and a meſſenger was 


the loved her” better than any 
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wich appellatton Gertrude was Known at 
ler: ſhe had been more: than a 


year! there beſore tha young gentleman, 
who wan at en W ann came 


1 He Ad eas den ee 5 : 
MY: bring my aunt: and coufin to- 

the Chatteau, to: rejoice: with the family 
on the occaſion. Adelaide: 
trude to him, with a thouland kind ex- 
preſſions in her favour; and told him, 
woman. in 
the world : a French inan cod not ſay 
leſs. than, he would love her a well as ſhe 
did, which was really the anſwer he made: 


and it ſeems it was prophetic; for he ve- 


ty foot ſhewed an attachment to her, 
but it paſſed unnoticed; as it would there: 
be thought unpolitt in a young man, not 

to hehade wi ſomes degree of galla ntry 
to giri, v was ſo often at the houſe. 
He waz'onty: a/\year older than his ſiſter, 


aud there was a remarkable Eenilituds 


bath! in their perſons and tions, 


_ which was exceedingly amiable : the firſt 


treated adriifation, the latter eſteem. 
No wonder, the unguatded heart ' of my 
youngicouſm;! fell avid to the charms 
don iq E 3 | - 308 


preſented Ger-. 


, ** N | ; 
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of mind and perſon,” united in this agree 
able ener ee e ſtudy it 
Was to render himſelf pleaſing to her; 
and the perfect amity that ſubſiſted be- 
tween him and his ſiſter, gave him con- 
tinual opportunities of recommending 
himſelf to her favour, in which, I find, 
he ſucceeded: fo: well, that when he de- 
clared his paſſion to her, ſhe. was, before 
they parted, brought to acknowlege, | ſhe 
would have no objection, if the conſent 
of their parents could be obtained. 


When ſhe-related this circumſtance, the 
| ſeemedaſhamed at having ſo ſoon confeſſed 
her ſentiments to him; but told me, it 
happened one evening that the beautiful 
ſerenity of the ſky invited Adelaide and 
her ta. take their Guitars to a delightful 
arbour in the garden, by which a gentle 
rivulet murmured. There they were en- 
tertaining themſelves with ſome of David 
Rizzio's moſt plaintive Scotch airs, when 
the young Count joined them: and while 
the pleahng effects of the ſoft melody 
was ſtill powerful in her heart, he made 
his declaration, and his ſiſter pleaded ſo 
earneſtly in his favour, that ſne could not 
refuſe to their joint ſolicitations, the ac“ 
knowlegement af ſentiments which: her 
- IX Bs prudence 
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The ole gentleman wings arr 3 
ment at court, was then attending the 
King at Verſkilles, and the young folks 
agreed, not to mention it to their mo- 
— till his return, when his fore was 
to aſ his approbation, which he had no 
idea would be refuſed, as: Gertrude was a 
great favourite with him, and her fortune 
Ind COnnexions were BOG as he cou: = 
object to. 1255 


Their time rolled on in Ts 
ſcenes of happineſs and content during 
three months that the Count remained at 
eourt; but his return daſhed all their 
proſpects of felicity ; and the diſappoint- 
ment was the more ſenſibly felt, becauſe 
it was unexpected. It was, however, a 
ehaſtiſement they in ſome meaſure 45 . 
ſeryed; for allowing their affections to be 
ſo Rrongly, engaged, before they knew 
vt their rn would approve it. : 


1 (that was theyouth's hams) could 
not mention it to his father, the day he 
came home, but determined he would. des 
ſer it no longer than the morning. That 
L301 01 ; evening 


* 


- 
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evening tie Oodmt ſent for. him 16; lis 


ſtudy, and after informing him, he was 
appointed to a company in the Count 
D Artes regiment, ſaid, he had ſtill bet- 


ter: news, which was, he had agreed with 


we Marquis de Hretagne, to conclude a 
marriage + between: him and that noble- 
man's onbytd who, as he knew, 
_ was +a moſt eee ung lady, the 
King himſelf had been ſo kind to propoſe 
it; and the Marquis and he had joytully 
conſented to it, as it would be a ftill 
ſtronger cement to the friendſhip. that had. 
ſo long ſubſiſted between them. 5 
Beige om no. 144545 

This iſtonrſci was like 4 chinider hy: 
10 the young County) and for: ſome mi- 


nutes totally deprived him of utterance; 


during which time his father went on, 
cnumerating the many advan tages that 
would attend his: alliance with a family 
fol powerfub at court, not to ſpeak of the 
fortune ſhe would Bring him, which was 
much larger tham his eee (though 4 
good one; ) entitled him to expect ij and 
concluded, by bidding him prepare to 
let: out for Verſailles in two days to make 
his acknou legements to his Majeſty for 
1 375 {s to him, a wettin that affai 
omoting hun, before he! had eve 
wy Ns 2 joined 


e ee tom. 
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to the lady, he flung 


tal 


ined his regiment; ffor-itcſeems: he kad _ 
— a commiſſion fince. ever he was born, 


which the late King, Who was his god - 


| _ preſented him with on. that  acca» 


fion ;) and alſo, to pay his compliments 
to the yourig lady v for they meant to 
celebrate” the marriage as ſoan as the ne- 
S l be be made. : 


7 By that time the old kf 043m — 
ceaſed ſpeaking, his fon. had recovered the 
uſe of his ſpeech, and ventured to ſay, 
he was ſorry they — fo fat, before 
they knew that the yo — would be 
diſpoſed to accept of. ty and hinted 
the difference of religion, as an 
to the match; for his family are Proteſ- 
tants; but his: father who could not bear 
the leaſt contradiction, flew. in a violem 
paſſion at his raiſing any diffteulty, and 
told him, the thing was determined, and 


nothing ſhould -make him recede from his 


ward, or affront the Marquis; by menti- 
oning ſuch a frivolous obſtacle: and ftern- 
ly ordering him to take care that , he;ac- 
quitted humſelf propetly in his addrefies 
out of the room, 
and left poor Louis in a ſtate of mind not 
be deſcribed. Unable to fix on any rule 
of conduct for himſelf, he went 2 

; er R 


ments; that people of difſtrent 
the education of wen e laren woul 


41 


ſiſter's apartinent; o whom he related the 
cunuſe of his diſtreſs. Adelaide, who ten- 
deri loved her brother, and had a ſincere 
| affedtion;for Gertrude was much affected 

at the diſappomimeimt of their fond hopes, 
bat too welb Knew her fathexis determined 
tempet, to hope to e by telling 
him the true ſtate. of e witch 
” ſhe judged would at preſent on 1 ex- 

aſperate him; ſhe! therefore adviſed! he 
ſnould carefully conceal it from every one, 
but the young lady herſelf, to whom he 
fhould reveal l ĩt in confidence ;; and if ſha 
deſdrvoech half the praifes ſhe! had heard 
given: her, ſhe uduld him the inde- 
o W her, as welb as the pain 
father. Sie was ſur-. 
of ie: differeneecaf 


ef 
© prized he made 12 
| ,*becaufe he was 

7 to Ris on and faid, he 1 ht it anzun4 
_ furmountable obſtette,” even his haart 
had. no pre- engagement : he: aſſured her, 
he did not mentſom it merely to raiſe an 
objectong but becauſe it Was his | fepiti- 


font could not be happy in marri 


1 ag 
d be a 


: 


- eontinual ſourte! of uneaſineſs; and 45 
ee eee yer e 
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the matter to Gertrudey in the beſt man- 
ner ſhe could, and 78 25 an rents 

e an? bring conſid tie pany 
to do confoled 

by her.” how 7 nend „ he tetired fr gravy 
apartment, mach f ore dor 
when he 'entetet jr.” Re 


Next day Adelaide ite 


1 N H 


1 


if 


to take an airing with her, Which ſhe oy 

ten did, and, the Co- ce bilder en 

e 
e, accor 

did: 21 my amt haying ſome rt 55 

viſitors, profited 4 to be at the chatteau 


by the time they returned from their alt- 


in "Aﬀelaide,” who was well p hy 
not offer to go with them, 
ſhe found herſelf alone with 108 


informed her as . 2s the could,, of 
be nd 
Five, and wth, e Jenna 


friendſhip, pointed 25 to her, the renſon 
0 had, £ exhect the la 1 refuſe 
os h HL Ba: 
* ler | * 


1 had hopes ge would he f the Game 


than 


age, ſaying, the would call on o herb . 


* * — _— - * » 
—_— — by * 8 — hy 
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e 

aſſured her, from her brother, 
that 2 he held himſelf bound by 
duty, not to marry without his father's 


conſent, nothing could ever e ee = 
him tothink of any other woman, 4 


Gertrude ſays, ſhe received this intel 
lgenee with more fortitude than ſhe 
thought | ſhe was poſſeſſed of; but the 
truth is, her pride was, hurt, that any 
man ſhould think. it neceſſary to conceal 
his attachment to her: ſhe 3 told 
Adelaide, it would give her much con- 
cern to be the cauſe of any miſunder- 
ſtanding between the Count and his fon, 
to prevent which, ſhe would adviſe him 
to marry the lady that was choſe for him. 
As, for her, ſhe never would. have encou- 
raged hi addreſſes, had ſhe. thought it pro- 
bable there could be any objection; but 
ſince there was, her rank in life ſet her 
above forcing herſelf into any family a poi 
their conſent q MR not you PINE 9% 
ſpirit ?) 88 JI. Mel ha. 


* 


Adelaide hows furpriſed, at W man- - 
ner of receiving news which the thou {9 
would greatly affect her; but no doubt, 
quickly penetrating into the real cauſe, ſhe her 
took her hand, and ſaid, my dear ( eerie _ 

intel miſoonſtrues my meatling ; N. Wh 1 
| ely 


1] 


ſafely afficrt; that every: one of our r fam · 
ly would think themſelves thonoured by a 
connexion” with you: the misfortune lies 
Win my brother not having declared his 
attachment to you befote my father went 
to Paris; he left home ſuppoſing his 


3 fon's:heart diſengaged ; and, at the King's 
4; deſire agreed! to marry him to the ee e 
er of his deareſt friend that, ſutely, can- 

pf not be locked on as an affront to you. 4 
0 acknowlege my father's — oefiinacy; 


he never will retract from a reſolution 
once taken, and expects unlimited obe- 
dience from tis children, in ſuch a caſe. 
Your! on good ſenſe will ſhew you the 
impropriety of mentioning the affair to 
him now ; eſpecially when we have fixed 
„ ana ſcheme very likely io ſueceed, with- 
ut out provoking m my father. Let me then 
2 beſeech you, not to addito the inquietude 
7 my poor brother | laboars under, by ex- 
preſſing r dy 2 ha does not' 
deſerve: from ant f 
ul, 3 wito Could not: but aſſent to 
98 the truth of hat Adelaide ſaid, promiſed 
, mne would not; but was determined in 
1e her e ee mind, not toibe prevailed on to 
je enter into any private engagement with 
him. which ſhe doubted not he would 
y Vol. I. F propuſe 
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propoſe at the interview ſhe' had conſented il * 
to give him. It being near dinner-time, Wil * 
they returned to the Chatteau, where they 


found my aunt and a widow lady of the 
neighbourhood, The day paſſed off not 
ſo agreeable as uſual; for the Counteſs 
and Adelaide were low-ſpirited at parting 
with Louis ſo ſoon ; and he and Gertrude, 
vou may think, could not be very lively: 
ſo that my aunt and the other lady were 7 
the only, unconcerned perſons, and kept WW 
the reſt from being quite ſilent. After Wl " 
they had taken their coffee, the three old 
ladies and the Count ſat down to qua- 
drille, and the three young folks went 
into the garden, and entering their fa- 
xourite arbour, ſat down to enjoy the pleaſ- 
ing ſcene, and liſten to the ſweet warbling 
of an infinite variety of birds, that inhabit- 
ed the trees around them: the ſoft notes 
charmed them for a while to ſilence; but 
the young Count could not long defer the 
ſubject next his heart; and told his tale 
ſo pathetically, that Gertrude could with 
difficulty refuſe a promiſe he endeavoured 
to draw from her; but ſhe thought: it too 
humiliating to engage herſelf to wait for 
a man, whoſe father would, perhaps, ne- 
ver conſent to their union. She, 1 — 

| + wy ge” , at} N , 
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fore, did refuſe it, though he ſolemnly 
fwore, never to marry any other woman; 


while ſhe remained ſingle. 


She had intended to return his picture, 
and demand her's which he had, [they 
were both of his own drawing] but his 
diſtraction was ſo great at parting with 
her, that ſhe thought it ſhould-be barba- 
rous to mention it; and I: dare ſay, was 
well pleaſed to have any exCuſe for ad 
ing the dear reſemblance. Be 


The biewet was, no doubt, very ten- 
der on kis ſide; and, I believe, a little 
ſo on hers', notwithſtanding all her diſ- 
cretion. However, upon- the: whale, ſht 
certainly behaved heroically, if we con- 
ſider her youth, for ſhe was but fifteen ;- 
and that ſne really loved the man, his 
merit and the pains he took to win her 
heart, is ſufficient apology... She deter- 
mined not to tell her mother, leſt ſhe 
ſhould be uneaſy on her account, and ſhe 
had come to a reſolution, not to let it prey 
on her ſpirits, but wait patiently. to «ni 
how matters would, turn out.— 


He let off with 'his: Fathie very y 


the next morning, and the firſt account 
F 2 ſhe- 


1 4 J 


ſhe had from him, was in à letter to his 
ſiſter, wherein he informed her, he had 
waited on the lady, but had no ocaſion to 
make her his- confidant, for knowing the 
motive of his viſit, ſhe, with a pleafing 
frankneſs, told him, he might ſpare him- 
ſelf the trouble of declaring it, for there 
was an inſuperable objection to their uni- 
on; which was, his Religion. She had 
been educated in a Convent, where ſhe had 
imbibed all the uncharitable doctrines of 
Popery : and faid, ſhe hoped he could not 
take it amiſs if ſhe told him, ſhe could not 
think of riſking her ſalvation by marry- 
ing a Heretic for in this caſe, ſhe thought 
it beſt to ſpeak plain, that he, might know 
her reſolution! was fixe. 1 17 


. He ſaid all that was proper on the occa- Ac 
ſion, and left her with a heart quite at | 
eaſes but found it neceſſary to conceal his 
ſatisfaction, When he came into his father's WM an- 
| pros, to whom he related her anſwer. nat. 
Fhe Count had fcarce patience to hear him love 
out; taking it for granted, the fault was our 
intirely his, as he had, at firſt mention of thin 
the affair, made that ohjection. He was bad 
in an abſolute rage; and though Louis proc 
gave him all the afiormwces poſſible, that out, 
tde lady had pronounced her refuſal before 

4 8 he 


— 


n 

te had well ſpoke, it was to no purpoſe. 
He forbid him to appear in his fight ; and 
next day ſent him an order. from the King 
to repair to his regiment, and not preſume 
to leave it without his Majeſty's particular 
permiſſion. 2 fo 15 


He was then preparing to obey this un 


e 

'- WF welcome command; and as it was very 

d BF uncertain when he ſhould be able to plead 

d nis own cauſe, he requeſted his fifler to 

ol be his advocate with her fair friend, and 
ot if poſſible, to keep up an intereſt for him 
ot ia her heart. : 
Po 

ht He ſoon after wrote to her under cover 


to his ſiſter, which he till continues to do, 
though ſhe never anſwers his letters,” ex- 
cept by meſſages in thoſe ſhe writes to 


elaide. 
— L have ſeen his letters; they are ſenſible 
1's 


and well-wrote, but full of thoſe paſſio- 
nate exclamations, with which FRENCH - 
um love-letters always abound, but which in 
vas our language ſounds very ill; at leaſt 1 
e chink, Ah! Oh! and Alas! have a mighty, 
was bad effect in an Engliſh letter. But wo” 
dus proceed with my ſtory : the war breaking 
hat Wout, my auat determined to ſet out for 

1 F 32 Ireland, 


x home. 


Ireland, and Gertrude did not at all regret 
quitting France, as the Coumteſs and Ade. 
laide Were ſoon to go ts Paris, where the 
Oount's employment obliged him to reſide 
during the war!“ Pie patting was very 
painful to the young friends, who promiſ- 
ed a mutual correſpondence, as often as 
opportunity would permit: and it is ſtil 
continued, though Adelaide was tnarried 
very ſooi after ſhe went to Patis, to a man 
of large fortune, M. de St. Veriolle. Her 
father s diſpledſure againſt his fon, is not 
yet removed, nor can they prevail on him 
to get leave for him to come home to ſee 
them before the regiment embarks, which 
is now under orders for America. | 


Though Gertrude would not give him a 
romiſe, I believe he is quite as ſecure of 
her as if ſhe had, for ſhe is now her own 
miſtreſs, and ſeems not the leaſt inclined to 
encourage any other. She never told her 
mother a word of it; indeed it was uſeleſs 
to give her any diſquiet about it; as the 
cold ſhe got on her journey occaſioned ſuch 
a rapid decline of her health, (before ver) 
precarious) that as you know, ſhe did not 
-ſurvive above two months after her coming 
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fince her widowhood, and after his death 


remain in my hobſe till ſhe was married, 
if agreeable tb us both, hieh ſhe hoped 
it would be; for thowgh Gertrude was by 


yet ſhe thought that too young for a girl 
to be left t6 ber own direction, and as I 
was a few years older, and had more ex- 


always adviſed by me, whoſe affection for 
her, ſhe was ſure, ſhe might depend upon. 
You know it has been my Rudy to make 
her happy : I thought her rather ſenous for 
her age ; and wondered ſhe had not got 
fome of the French vivacity, as ſhe went a- 
mongſt them while a child. I did not then 
ſuſpect her heart had learned a leſſon which 


ſprightly temper. 


my good opinion, by informing me of this 
affair, as ſhe was perfectly ſenſible her 
f conduct in it, would not bear to be ſcru- 
- tipized by any eg perſon, I 
freely blamed her for giving him any en- 


9 =. -. * * 3 


mother 


with me; ſhe requeſted Gertrude ſhould ' 
her father's will to be of age at ſixteen, 


perienee, ſhe wiſhed Gertrude would be 


is apt to give a thoughtful turn to the moſt 


She ſeemed very apprehenſive of lofing - 


couragement, without firſt acquainting her , 


A" - 


- 
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mother, and bid her obſerve, that all the 


uneaſineſs- ſne had ſuffered ſince, was in 
conſequence of that one deviation from the 
path of duty; had they both conſulted 
their parents in proper time, it is moſt 


probable there would have been no obſta- 


cle. to their happineſs. I praiſed her, 
however, for her diſcretion- in the other 


circumſtances, particularly refuſing to con- 


tract her ſelf to him; and ſhe was quite 


happy that I approved any part of her 


conduct. I hope you will acknowlege 
yourſelf under uncommon obligations to 
me, for fitting up half a night to write a 


love- tale for you, I now leave you to read 


it, for my eyes are juſt cloſing. 


Ever your's, | 


LOUISA. MORTIMER:. 
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Now ib; bo 


HAVE, uſt ceveive? my dear Louily's 
packet of the 17 th Inſt, and do indeed 
acknowlege myſelf much obliged to you, 
for facrificing a night's reſt to gratify = 
curioſity. Could I have had a notion th 

ſtory would rum to ſuch a length; I ſhould 


not have beet ſo unreaſcnable as to ak 


you ts communicate it, but I thought it 


was ſomething that had lately occurred, 


and would be related in a few lines. In. 
ſteack of that, it is quite a little novel; 


and has afforded me an hour's pleaſing | 


amuſement. I fineerely hope it may end 
happily for Gertrude atid al" ler bay 29 
Frenef-· man. A- * 


Your SR were very v jut: me 


was certainly wrong in concealing it from 


her mother. at firſt; . However: F could make 
a4 thowſand excuſes for her; and to tefl 
—_ 1 fear had | been i in her fituatin, 1 

| could 


a 
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ſhould not have been above half fo 
prudent. I think ſhe muſt have had an 
uncommon ſhare of reſolution to refuſe 
his requeſt at their laſt meeting : but no 
doubt, being ſo nearly. related, ſhe has a 
tincture of your philoſophy :. nothing leſs 
could enable her to reſiſt the ſolicitations 
of the man ſhe loved, when conſiſtent 
with virtue. I own it was perfectly pru- 
dent.; and I think ſhe deſerves great praiſe 
for it. But you will grant it requires a 
degree of fortitude ſeldom to be met with 
in ſo young a perſon, to act up to our du- 
ty in every reſpect, on an occaſion where 
the heart is ſo much concerned. For my 
part, Iam thankful I never had any ſuch 
trials. As I have great doubts of myſelf, 
for I know Iam but too ſuſceptible of ten- 


derneſs, though I hoped no one had made 


the obſervation but you, who. are acquaint- 
ed with the inmoſt receſſes of my. mind; 


for. thaugh I have been ſo fortunate as to 


place my affections juſt where my friends 
wiſhed, I ſhould be ſorry to deviate ſrom 


the paths of delicacy in my behaviour; 


which I really think would-be the caſe if 
my, attachment to Mr. Skeffington was vi- 
fible to ſtrangers: but I flatter myſelf, 
Gertrude being an adept herſelf, has more 
denetration in theſe matters than 


nerality. 


the ge- 
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o nerality of people. I am ſatisfied at her 
n diſcovering my ſuſceptibility, as it procur- 
ſe Ned me her confidence; and ſhe may be 
0 ſure, I ſhall make all the allowance for her 
a veakneſs (if it deſerves that name) which 
ſs 1 ſhould hope for myſelf in like caſe ; be- 
sing in ſome- what of ſimilar circumſtances, 
it Wl uſually makes one follow the Chriftian, 
Doctrine, of doing as we would be done 
by; though I am ſorry to ſay, we are but 
too apt to forget that beſt of all Rules, 
where we do not think the ſituation is ever 
likely to be our on. mos 


— 


Be ſure inform me whenever there is 
news from France; for I ſhall long to hear 
if the Count lets his ſon go to America 
without ſeeing him : if he does, I ſhall 
hate him, it will betray ſuch a waat of- 
paternal affection. | 


Tell Gertrude, when I go to town I will 
expect to ſee. the letters, now that we are 
all En Confidance ; I dare ſay you muft 
both have felt aukward enough, when you 
if © made the unexpected diſcovery ; though 
i- W the that is ſo well acquainted with your 
f I difpoſition, muſt at once acquit you of 
re any defign to pry into her ſecrets: but 
accident ſometimes n into ſituati- 

, # = Ons 
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ons extremely diſagreeable, and which 
makes one ſeem to themſelves as if they 
had done mr In though r they 
did not mean it fo ; which Jam ſure was 
altogether your caſe. The accident will 


be of uſe to Gertrude, for now the ice is 
broke, ſhe will not be aſhamed to conſult 
ou on the affair, when ſhe has 28 


or advice. After the int you had 

me, I ſhould have ſcarce admitted 255 
qualm of conſcience as an excuſe 'for with- 
holding the-reft of the ſtory; ſo you did 


well to get permiſſion to tell it; yet I muft 


acknowlege, that without that permiſſion, 
you had no right to divulge it; and there 
was no fear but you could recollect that, 
for I never knew you to deviate from the 
right path: or if you did, it was but mo- 
mentary, and you recovered your ſtep im- 
mediately. Why do not I always think 
ſo juſtly ? eſpecially when your example 
has been continually before me; for you 
have acted according to the rule of right, 
as long as I have remembered you; at 
leaſt as long as 1 have been capable of 
Judging — * 


Vou did not mention Emily in your laſt, 
nor couſin James, but once ſince he went 


to town ; he writes'to Charles ofien, but 
- their 


151 


their correſpondence is chiefly on political 
affairs; ſo we have all that fort ot news 
from him. I need not tell you he is a 
ſtaunch patriot ; indeed I hope none of my 


family will ever be otherwiſe, for there is 


ſomething ſo unnatural in deſerting the 
intereſt of our country, that I could not 
have a good opinion of any one that was 


guilty of it ; beſides, it is ſuch, a mean: : 


neſs of ſpirit in a man of family, to ſubs 
mit to be made the tool of any Admini- 


ſtration, that 1 could not help deſpiſing 
ſuch a one, if he was my brother; I think 
the King cannot confer any honour equal 


to that of being an honeſt man, and a 
ſteady patriot ; Court favours are no long- 
er. deſirable when they ceaſe, to be the 
reward of merit; Charles is of the ſame 
opinion; ſo. I do not fear he will be diſs 
graced by any when he is a Senator. 


I have often wondered what could bs 
the. reaſon that the very young ladies of 
this age were ſo , amazingly N 
when firſt brought into company, but 

did not then know it was a ſcience they 


were made to ſtudy under their dancing- 
maſters; I am obliged to you for the in- 


formation, for while I thought it was na; 
tural to them, I cannot but ſay, it gave 
. © hls me 
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I agree with you, that taking p 
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me very great diſguſt ; now I know it is 
acquired, I am in hopes ſome of them 


may have a little modeſty in their hearts, 
though they are [aſhamed to ſhew it. But 


ins to 


eradicate the. natural baſhfulneſs of the 


{x may be of very bad i to 
their virtue; and certainly a 


girl that 
keeps genteel company, willof courſe learn 


An eaſy vers without "_ taught 
an 20 M W Is e. * 


What a deny „ they you e drawn 
of ignorant women, and a very juſt one 
too ; it brought freſh to my memory ſome 
ladies of our * intance, who are, | 
think, the ori from which your piece 


: is taken: I'vifit "Ads as ſeldom as I can, 
deecauſe I am ſure to be entertained with 
a nothing elſe but the careleſsneſs of their 
mwuaiting-maid, and the wit of their chil- 
_ dren: now, though. I will allow the little 


creature's-prattle may be perfectly enter- 


_ taining to a parent, or even to a ſtranger 


if they were preſent, it will very ſeldom 


bear a repetition: however, I muft ac- 


knowlege it is generally as ſenſible as any 
thing the mother could ſay; for a woman 
whoſe mind is uncultivated, {ſcarce ever 


fays: any: thing to the purpoſe. ; You are 
rather 
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t is Wl rather ſevere on the men who marry fuch 
em women, pet there is no other way of ac- 
rts, counting for their choice ; and I have of- 
gut ten obſerved, that men would rather . paſs 
to their time with the meereſt trifler of our 
the ſex than, with a girl who is reckoned: ſenſi- 
to ble, and has read a good deal; which is 
hat no great credit to their underſtandin g. and 
urn a clear proof of their inconſiſtency ; for 
zut they are ever — — ns of neglecting to 
improve our minds; d. an nt mental ac- 
_ KM complſhments are to d, they ſeem , 
wn afraid of; the palledior.” Tam cine ie the: 
ne ¶ end of my paper before k obſerved it, and 
10 have only room to ſubſcribe n 107 
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15 SHALL now be more punQual in an- 
ſwering my dear Eliza's letters than I 
have been hitherto, for as Emily will be 
with me ſome time, I ſhall not think it 
neceſſary t6 confine myſelf to her ſo much 
as while I thought her ſtay would be very 
| ſhort ; and ſhe has Tequeſted I would not 
uſe any ceremony with her, indeed I ne- 
ver meant it in that light, but gave u 
my time to ber purely ta enjoy as mu 
of her company as I could, becauſe _ 
meant to ſtay but two or three weeks ; 


is now probable you will find her in Dab- 


lin when you come, for her father and 
mother are coming up. 


Mr. O'Neill had lately a folden attack of 
the gout in his ſtomach, it was ſoon remov- 
ed, but has alarmed him ſo much, that he 
is coming to town for advice, and will ſtay 
the winter, for fear of a return of his com- 
 plaiat ; there is not a good phyfician with- 


— 
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in many miles of his houſe, an only 
there was one attending at a, neighbour's 
| when he was. taken ill, he might have died. 

before he. could g et thelp: he never thought 
of that inconvenience while he was in 
health, but with the fear of death before 


his Jt: it appears very terrible hy hin. 


Emily a taken lodgings for then ve- 
near us, it was a. houſe he deſired, but 
7 the furniſhed. houſes. w 5 0 ſet. which 
ſhe is not ſorry for, becauſe ſhe could not 
haye excuſed herſelf: from ſtaying with 


them if they had room ſor her, and ſhe 


would: much rather be with me, though 
no child can be fonder of parents than 
ſhe,is, | but her father Nay parliculari- 
ties, that makes it not pleaſing, to live 
with him „ ſuch, as going to bed at ten 
o'clock, and expecting all bis family to do 
the ſame; at leaſt they muſt. be at home 
x that. hour and cannot have, .company; 
after it, as the doors! are then locked, 00 

the — taken to his room, He 
no alſowance for the alteration ig 
toms n manners ſince he was a young: 
man; ſo if his daughter was with him, 

ſhe: could neither, pay nor. receive any; 
wes morning . 2 ſhe woot, pre- 
vail on — dine and 3 

lame hours they 00 a ory years ago. 


- 


'r « 1 
k {1 15 905 | Y 455 V 4 n 


Mr. ONeil was an d baiet der 


he married, and had got ſeveral oddities, 
(as people who live alone are apt to do) 
which he ſtill retains, for his wife, though 
a very young woman, accommodated Hers 
ſelf to his ways, by which means he-ne- 
ver was broke off them, as it is likely he 

would have been, had ſhe gone a little more 
into the gay world; but ſhe was juft the 
oy "temper of Emily, and feared even 
a grave look; it was all ſhe had to fear, 
for he was not an ill-tempered man, as I 
have heard my father fay, who blamed 
her'for not bringing him' off theſe peculi- 
arities which makes men diſagreeable that 
would otherwiſe be very pleaſing.” If ever 


I marry an old batchelor, F ſhall take 


| pains to make him as pleaſing as I can. 


Vou obſerved I did not mention Emily, 
1 hope you are ſatisfied now I have filled 
half my paper about her and her family. 


As to your couſin James, 1 knew he wrote 


to Mr. Skeffington, and concluded you 
muſt know more of him than 1 could, 
though he often favours me with his com- 

any, and I am always glad to fee him, 
| do not put him on a footing with 
| toe er that vint me, 4. one 1 — 


* 


? 


— * 


7 
re e ALY: . . . . . > rw r_ 


„„ 
both information and entertainment olf | 


his converfation. If 1 am any judge in 
theſe matters, his heart is not quite fo 
whole 4s When he came to town, not that 
he has given the ſmalleſt hint to the con- 
frary , but his behaviour to Mrs. Roch- 
ford ſhews it very 580 the minute at- 
tentions, or as the 
PETIT sotxs, are never hon at of but 
by a lover. Any man of politeneſs will 
think of all the civilities which they know 
we expect from them; but none but F 
man in love wilt think of attending to 
42 trifling circumſtance that may oc- 
I never yet found myſelf” * 
in th obſervation however, I would not 
ave you mention it to Charles, left he 


"honld hint it to Mr. Fitzgerald, Who 
would know you had it from me, and 


there would be an indelicacy in it's coming 
from her friends: I would not caution 


you about it, only I know, you thin 


Charles is all diſcretion, and to be intruſt- 
ed with any ſecret; but I know the men 


all tell each other thoſe fort of ſecrets. — 


f have teized Emily a good deal on the 
fubject, but ſhe affecis not to perceive 


his attachment; and when 1 tell her that 


is on! y to make bim bim speak Plain, | 7 — 
Pr 
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certainly, does not diſlike 


jul notions 
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prims and looks ſo matronly, and fo dif- 
creet, that I am obliged to be ſilent, She 
him 1 but 1 am 
Kang ſhe would not at preſent liſten 
any e eee ſu Dieck: ſhe has too 
propriety: beſides. her un- 

happineſs in marriage 0 fo recent in her 
memory, that I think the will conſider well, 
before ſhe enters into the ſtate again; was l 


ſurfeit. ad "Tb Us 1. 1 / 


"F cannot accept N your . 
becauſe I feel I am by no means the per- 
fe creature which * r friend- fat 


ſhip has deſcribed me; though I am ſure ¶ pe 
vou only ſay wht. vou have 5 te 
yourſelf to think; it does not, ever, te 


—. ſuch a ſhare of philoſophy as you bu 

to imagine, to enable us to controul IM br 
our paſſions. when we are accuſtomed to de 
to give way to them, in oppoſition to our I fit 


realon; and I think 2 1 infinitely. ob- I or 


liged to my parents, for teaching me to m 
curb, them before they grew 8 m 
ble: ſo that What you call philo ophy, is I ſh; 
purely the effects of a proper education, IU w! 
enforced, I acknowlege, by religious mo- qu 
tives, ſince I have — capable of com- I no 
prejending them; for * I amofa h 

very $ 


1 1 
very chearful turn of mind, 1 can think 
ſeriouſly on ſubjects of importance. 


Gertrude is highly flattered by your 
approbation, and ſays, ſhe begins to be 
better reconciled to herſelf, ſince you and 
think her conduct excuſable. She bids 
me tell you, ſhe will let you ſee. the let- 
ters when you come to town, and all 1 50 
ſhe may yet receive from the Count; ſhe 
expects to hear ſoon,” as he will ety 4 
write before he goes to America. he 
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Harry Maine! ſurpriſed us juſt as we 
ſat down to tea laſt night, dd not ex-. 
pect him, for I had a letter from his fi 
ter very lately, which mentioned his in- 
tention of going to n on buſineſs; 
but it ſeems ſome Pp g occaſion has 
ul brought him to Dublin; 85 he ſays, will 
o I detain him great part of the ter“ 1 
Ir find Charles and he correſpond, and by 
> WM ſome words he let fall, I am ſure he has 
o mentioned his uncaſitefs about Mr. Ha- 
- WW milton to him; if ſo, it is probable We 
is MW ſhall "diſcover his real "ſentiments, and 
1, whether, as you think; his teaſon has con- 
- I quered his jealouſy ; but as yet, I have 
„no time to enter into a 2 on 
a the e ſubject. | Ki: 12 0 2 
y Harry, 


221 * 


Rant EX, has. not ſeen Mrs. Rock. 
fort ſince ſhe 1 with me, a year before 
her marria as ſo faruck. with , the 
lovelineſs. „ and 
- that I had ſome hopes ſhe would rival me, 
and obſerved him Aach to ſee if it was ſo, 
but have reaſon to think his admiration 
was nothing more. than the pleaſing effect 
which the firft view of ſomething very 
beautiful always has on the pu but 
which, as it grows familiar to the ſight, 
ceaſes to attract the attention. You will 
PE: it an odd expreſſion, to fay, I had 

pes of being rivalled; however, for his 


85 1 ae wiſh it had been we 
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e is really too ig norant of. I ſhall 


talk to Henry about givin 
advice on that head, now [Fin there is 


ſuch an inne e them. 


Gertrude begs you will not RA your- 
af nary at what ſhe faid of your ſuſ- 
YH ceptibility 


d endeavour to wean: 


him a little 


ee 38713 en 
ceptibility ; for though that is very per- 
ceptible, . your delicacy remains unim- 
peached, in which opinion I join, and 
think you a good, decent behaved girl, 
notwithſtanding you are a perfect turtle in 
love and conftancy. I wonder how it is 
that Charles and you have continued to hike 
each. other fo long ; it feldom happens 
that a fancy of that kind, taken in child- 
hood, ſubſiſts when the parties grow up: 
beſides, from the manner you were rear- 
ed together, I am ſurpriſed you did not 
rather miſtake each other for brother and 
ſiſter. Was I in your place, T ſhould be 
a little afraid the whole ſtock of tender- 
neſs on both ſides, would be exhauſted 
before marriage; if it is not, I can only ſay 
you have an amazing fund of it. 


I with Chriſtmas was over, that you 
might come to town; and on conſiderati- 
on I do not ſee any neceſſity there was for 
your going almoſt two- months before, 
that you might be there at the time; but 
Mrs. Fitzgerald is ſo methodical, ſhe does 
not like to break through old cuſtoms, and 
it is very fit you ſhould comply with her 
inclinations, her actions are always go- 
- WW verned by ſome laudable motive. | 
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What a long epiſtle here is, with little 
or nothing in it; however, as I am ina 
ſoribling vein, it is likely it would be ſtil 
Ws, = but luckily for you, who will have 
the fatigue of reading it, I muſt break off, 
for your couſin James and Harry Maun- 
ſell, are to gallant Gertrude and I to the 
play; and it. is juſt tea-time, no doubt 
they will ſoon be here. Emily ſpent the 
day at her aunt's, you may think ſhe does 
not as yet go to any public place, which 
has confined me a great deal. Our beaux 
are ed, have only time to 1 1 am, 


Dear Eliza s 
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- DEAR ELIZA, io 


Converſation I had with Harry 
Maunſell this Morning, determin:d 
me to write directly, though I had diſ- 
patched a. letter to you by laſt night's 
poſt ; but as I think I have ſomething in- 
tereſting to ſay, I would not delay it a 
e 4” 


bras? | © 
Harry was with me all the forenoon, 
and Emily and Gertrude being out ſhop- 


ing, I had an opportunity io ſpeak to 


him about the hint he dropt in regard to 
Mr. Hamilton. He immediately told me 
all he knew of the matter; he had it from 
Mr. Skeffington; and taking a letter out 
of his pocket, gave it to me to read. 
When I had finiſhed, I went for your 
firſt letter, and read the acconnt you gaye - - 
me of the affair; then - obſerving to him, 
oo neceſſary it was to your happineſs tb 
r 75 
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De acquainted with Charles's real ſenſi 
ments upon the occaſion; obtained per- 
miſſion to take a copy of it for your peru- 
ſal. Nothing but that conſideration could 
have tempted him to give it; but I af 
ſured him, he might rely on your diſcre- 
tion, that you would deſtroy it as ſoon as 
read: you will eaſily fee the neceſſity for 
ſo doing, and here you ſhall have the 


| Caftle-Skeffington, Nov, 10.— 
7 E left Dublin on the 4th, as I in- 
| formed you we ſhould, and ar- 
rived in due time; but met with an ad- 
venture on the road, which has rouſed a 
latent ſpark of | jealoufy in my boſom, 
And given me fo much uneaſineſs, that 1 
could not ſufficiently compoſe my mind to 
write to you ſooner ;' though I never had 
more occalion for your counſel. _ 


A Mr. Hamilton of the county of Der- 
ry joined us on the laſt night of our jour- 
ney; he is, I muſt acknowlege, a moſt 
accompliſhed young man, Being lately 
returned from his travels, the converſa- 

| | _ 
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E F. 
tion turned on the manner and cuſtoms 
of the places he had viſited, which he 
deſcribed with ſo much underſtanding;. 
| and elegance of expreſſion, that my aunt 
was delighted, and Eliza qunte charmed, 
which gave me pangy I never felt before. 
and caſt ſuch a damp on my ſpirits, thut 


converſation: every word ſhe addreſſed 
to him was a dagger to my heart, and the 
particular attention he paid her, added to 
my uneaſintſs; for his nerfon is really | 
faultleſs, and his addreſs perfectly pleats" 
ing; attractions ſufhicient to gain any vo- 
man, and alarm any man that loves as | 
do, and is not very partial- to his own: 
U A. 72 


n Kan 1 TELE SES. 
Wen he retired, the ladies were laviſh+ 
in his praiſe, | and Eliza obſerved, what: 
an advantage Travel was to young” 
men of ſenſe, as it enlarged their ideas, 
and gave them - a knowlege of the world,. 
which they could never obtain from books - 
alone. As I took this obſervation to be 
ntirely directed to me, who wanted that 
advantage, it confirmed my ſuſpicions, - 
and increaſed my ill temper ; ſo that my 
gloomineſs was, I am ſure, apparent, for 
caught Eliza attentively looking at me 
H 2 ſeveral 


-— 


F was incapable of taking any part im be 
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ſeveral times, and my aunt taking notice 
of my ſilence, I was forced to pretend a 
| head-ach, on which the inſiſted I ſhould 
go to bed, and ever attentive to my health, 
ordered whey and hartſhorn to be given 
me ; but knowing that was not a cure 
for my real complaint, you may gueſs l 
did not take it. I went to bed in a ſtate 
of mind little ſhort of diſtraction, and lay 
curſing the whole fickle ſex and my own 
misfortune, in being ſo ſtrongly attached 
to one of them, that I felt it impoſſible to 
tear her from my heart. The agitation 
I endured, at laſt fatigued my fpirits, and 
threw me into a ſound ſleep: when I a- 
woke, I found myſelf refreſhed and com- 
poſed; and on revolving impartially, 
every circumſtance that had paſſed the 
preceding night, I was aſhamed .to ac- 
knowlege to myſelf, - that I had not any 
any one tolerable reaſon to aſſign for the 
ſuſpicions that gave me ſo much diſquiet. 
Convinced I had been in an error, I reco- 
vered my temper and my ſpirits, and met 
the ladies in my uſual manner: my aunt 
congratulated herſelf on the ſucceſs of 
her medicine, and Eliza, with a glow of 
pleaſure on her check, rejoiced I was ſo 
much better, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Hamilton breakfaſted with us, and 
gave me a very genteel invitation to his 
houſe, where he will be before Chriſtmas; 
he regretted much we were ſo ſoon to part, 
and when we were ready, handed Eliza 
to the carriage, and took leave with ſuch - 
expreſſions, and ſuch looks, as to me ap- 
peared a proof that ſhe had made a ſtrong 
impreſſion on his heart, which again dif- 
concerted me; but as ſhe remained quite 
chearful after he had left us, I curſed my 
riſing diſſatisfaction, to prevent her ſuſ- 
pecting the cauſe, but determined to take 
ſome method of diſcovering her ſentiments 
towards him: I abhor myſelf for the meani- 
neſs this diſtraQting paſſion made me com- 
mit, J queſtioned her maid, and even 
offered her money to betray her miſtreſsꝰs 
ſecrets : ſhe ſtedfaſtly denied ever hearing 
her men ion Mr. Hamilton, except to her 
mother or me. of „ nb 


I foon ſaw the improptiety I had been 
gailty of, in expoſing my weakneſs to 
this girl, and diſmiſſed her, ſaying; I only 
wanted to try her integrity. This hap- 
pened early in the morning after dur ar- 
rival, and when Eliza came down to 
breakfaſt, I gueſſed from her ſerious air, 


fl H 3 when 
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when ſhe ſpoke to me, that her maid had 
informed her what paſſed between us, and 
I was ſoon after convinced of it; for bein 
diſappointed of a letter ſhe expected to 
receive from Miſs Mortimer, I threw out 
ſome ſarcaſtical obſervations on female 
friendſhip and fincerity, at which ſhe im- 
mediately took fire, and expreſſed herſelf 
with ſo much warmth, that 1 who knew 
myſelf. in fault, was glad to make an 
apology; and finding I could not bear 
her diſpleaſure, ſpent the whole day in re- 
inſtating myſelf in her favour, which from MW fu 
her natural ſweetneſs of temper, was not 
difficult to accompliſh ; and we are now 
on as good terms as ever, but I can per- 
ceive ſhe watches me cloſely when there is 
| any young men here, as if ſhe wiſhed to 
| 1 into my heart, and ſee if jea- 
| uſy ſtill lurked there; however, none 
of our viſitors raiſe any emotions of that 
kind in my boſom, as I think they do not 
poſſeſs any ſuperior degree of merit, and 
ſhe has, beſtde been acquainted with them 
from her infancy, but I cannot be ſo eaſy 
in regard to Mr, Hamilton; for I feel that 
his preſence would quite deſtroy my peace, 
yet! wiſhed they would'meet again, that 
might know my fate, for I cannot bear 
ſuſpence, though I dread the MED £ 
wits, * When : - 


? 
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When ſhe is preſent my ſuſpicions vaniſſi, 
and Jam happy; but the inſtant; I' am 


| alone, all my doubts return. Do, dear 


Maunſell, give me your advice and opi- 
nion. -You that have loved, will, L am 
ſure, pity, my anxiety, even though you: 
may blame me. 


I have thoughts of preſſing our marri- 
age, which.is delayed till I am of age, on 
account of ſettlements; if ſhe conſents, it 
will calm my fears, for F think I could not 
ſuſpe& her virtue if ſh? was my wife; 
but I ſhall do nothing till I hear from you. 


Vour's, 


C. SKEFFING.TON, 
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1 believe this letter needs no comment if be 
| to convince you, you were much deceived ef 
when you imagined; he had conquered If || 
| his foible ; for it it is Yar” his good hu- a 
mour depended on. Hamilton's ab- 


ſence. ES. 


- Perhaps Harry's arguments may by pa 
this time have had ſome effect on him; 5 
for he ſays, he placed the improbability fl 
of your giving him any cauſe of ſuſpici- an 
on in the ſtrongeſt light he could, and yo 
as it really appeared to him; but adviſed WW 
him to make his promiſed viſit to Mr. Wh 
Hamilton, and bring him to the caſtle, I 1 
that he might be certain he was cured of fu. 
all doubts before he urged you to marry pi 
him; otherwiſe he would inſure miſery pr 
both to himſelf and you. 5 = hi 


In his anſwer to Harry, he ſeemed nt 
aſhamed of his folly, and promiſed to fol- ne 
low his advice; ſo we muſt ſuſpend our i; 
judgment for a while: and I am more g 
eaſy on that ſubject than I was, now I 
have a method of knowing his real ſen- 
timents; for I was very apprehenſive you 
would be too willing to trult to appcaran- 


ces, and deceive yourſelf into an * 
that 
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that he was juſt what you wiſhed him to 
be. He is in every other reſpect, a moſt 
eſtimable character, and wants only a lit- 
tle knowlege of the world to make him 
an accompliſhed young man. 


I would, if I dare, adviſe his travelling 
for a couple of years, but I fear to give you 
pain by his abſence for ſo long 
a time; however, if you cannot bring your- 
ſelf to bear it, I would have you marry, 
and go abroad with him; I mean when 
you are quite convinced he is cured of this, 
fooliſh imagination that has poſſeſſed him. 
is. it not very unaccountable, that he 
who is, on other occaſions, rather too un- 
ſuſpecting, ſhould ſo ſuddenly grow ſuſ- 
picious where he has leaſt cauſe ? it muſt 
proceed. from too humble an opinion of 
himſelf, if you could inſpire him with 
but half ſo high an idea of his own me- 
rit as moſt young men have, he would 
never be jcalous again, and that I believe 
is the only advantage that can ſpring from 
ſelf- conceit. N | 

Adiev, dear girl; 
believe me, 
ever your's, | 


LOUISA MORTIMER, 
LETTER 
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Miß FrrzczRALD, toMiß Moriz. 
th a % e Nov. 28. — 
M Y dear Louiſa's letters of the 24th 

and 25th, are now before me; and 
hall begin with the latter, as it is wholly 
on a fubject in which I am deeply inter- 
| | ed. | rein | , , . ; . 


I was a good deal diſtreſſed when I read 
the copy you ſent me, for I could no long- 
er doubt that I had been deceived in my 
hopes of his having laid aſide his cauſeloſs 


Jealouſy, which affected my ſpirits not a 


little; and l ſhould have been quite in the 
horrors, only F was obliged to exert my- 
felf, being engaged to ſpend the day at 
Mr. Boyle's, to take leave, as the whole 
family are going to paſs the Chriſtmas with 


a ſiſter of his near Balfaſt, and the young 


ladies will go from that to Dublin with 
their aunt, to ſtay the remainder of the 


winter. They will be a material loſs to 


me While I am here. We paſſed the day 


ſo agreeably, that my melancholy was in- 
- ſenſibly 
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ſenſibly diſpelled, and things appeared in 
a better light, for 1 then recollected that 


Mr. Maunſell's advice and opinion had 


probably great weight with Charles, and 
would convince him of the folly of his 
ſuſpicions, and I had fome reafon to think 
it had; for have lately been in company 
at Belle Park with ſome very accompliſhed 
young men that I was not acquainted with 
from my infancy, which Charles ſeemed to 
hy a STRESS on, and he did not appear 
the leaſt diſconcerted, though one of them 
paid all his attention to me, and I did not 
dſcourage it, purely to try how Charles 
would bear it; it did not alarm him one 
bit, which I think a very good fymptom : 
however, I ſhall ſoon be a better judge of 
the matter, for he had this 8 let- 
ter from Mr. Hamilton, reminding him of 
his promiſe, and appointing to meet him 
about twenty miles off, where he will be 
in two days, on his way home, and infiſts 
on Charles going with him. He ſays he 
will go, and ſert an anſwer to that pur- 
pole by the ſervant, ſo that he will -cer- 
tainly meet him: but I find, he intends, if 
poſſible, to prevail on Mr. Hamilton to 
come and ſpend a few days here before he 
proceeds on his journey. I wiſh he may 

. dome, 


11 


come, as that would put us all out of (uf. 

nee, though I dread the certainty; for 
if the worſt ſhould happen, I fear I ſhould 
but ill ſupport myſelf. However, I will not 
anticipate misfortunes, as I think I have 
ſome reaſon to hope it will turn out well, 


It is now time to retutn Mr Maunſel| 
thanks for permitting you to copy the let- 
ter for me: I ſhall take care no bad con- 
ſequence ſhall attend his kindneſs. I kney 
Charles and he correſponded, but never 
thought of mentioning it to you. 


As to what you adviſe about Mr. Sket- 
fington's going abroad, I am ſenſible it 
would be a great advantage to him; | 
know he wants it more than moſt young 
men, becauſe he has purſued his ſtudies 
with ſuch unremitting application, that 
he really ſecluded himſelf from company 
and amuſement a great deal more than was 
proper for his rank in life: but to you I 
will ack nowlege, I cannot bring myſelf to 
think of it with any degree of fortitude; 
I cannot even reconcile myſelf to his go- 
ing to England, though I know he muſt 
go in Spring; and if the idea of his being 
abſent two or three mon tlis is ſo ee 
5 what 


[SS] 
what would two or three years be? My 


imagination is ſo fertile in creating trouble, 
that I ſhould be miſerable from the appre- 
henſion of dangers, which perhaps, he 
ſhould never experience. I am really a- 
ſhamed of my weakneſs, but cannot con- 
quer it; if we ſhould be ever united, I 
would have no objection to going with 
him; for I do not fear dangers to myſelf 
half fo much as to thoſe J love. 


I ſhall be very happy to find Emily in 
Dublin when I return, which I hope will 
be ſoon after Chriſtmas; for indeed the 
country is very dreary this time of year, 
and the air much too ſharp for my mo- 
ther, who begins to complain of the rheu- 
matiſm, as well as for her daughter, whoſe 
conſtitution, you know, is but delicate. 


I am glad Mr. O'Neil is to he in lodg- 
ings, that Emily may remain with you, 
which muſt be more agreeable to her, 
though I have no doubt of her affection to 
her parents, yet one would- not wiſh to 
be confined to their particularities, when 
it would oblige us to give up all the reſt of 
our friends. 4 0 


Vol. I. I It 
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It would give me great pleaſure if your 
conjefture reſpecting couſin James's at- 
tachment to her ſhould prove true; they 
are worthy of each other; and I do not 
know where either of them could have 
4 beiter proſpe& of happineſs. I ſhall 
not hint it to Charles, though I am cer- 
tain he would not repeat it, if I defired 
him not, but I think there is a delicacy 
in theſe matters, where our female friends 
are concerned, that makes it improper to 
talk of them to men. 


PE 


You deny that you are poſſeſſed of any 
ree of philoſophy, and yet wiſh your- 

felf to be rivalled ; now, in my opinion, 
that is as great a ſtretch of philoſophy as 
DroGENEs, himſelf could boaſt, though 
ſo renowned for ſelf-denial. But there is 
ſomething in the affair between you and 
Mr. Maunſel, that has ever been a myſte- 
ry to me; yet as you glways ſeemed de- 
ſirous to avoid the ſubject, I was unwil- 
ling to aſk any queſtions: that he loves 
you, cannot be doubted; indeed he does 
not ende vour to conceal it; and thoſe 
little attentions which you yourſelf allow 
to be a proof, are very obſervable in * 
; for 
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for I think the ſmalleſt minutiæ that can 
be pleaſing to you, does not eſcape his 
notice. You cannot have had any quar- 
rel, becauſe the moſt cordial friendſhip 
ſubſiſts between you; what then can pre- 
vent your union ? J am at a loſs to gueſs 
fince there is no one to coatroul either of 
3 
Your wiſhing for a Rival, has drawn 
ids me in to aſk queſtions that are imperti- 
to nent; however, I beg you will not thin 
yourſelf obliged to anſwer: them; if it is 
in the leaſt diſagreeable to you, you have 
ny only to paſs over this part of my letter in 
- WF ſilence, and aſſure yourſelf 1 will never 
on, mention it again. a t 


g If Charles and I ſhould ever be mar- 
ned, (which probably a few days will 
nd determine) I flatter myſelf our affection 
te- will never be exhauſted ; though I am 
je- not romantic enough to expect it will 
i continue juſt what it is now, but hope it 
' I will ſubſide into a tender and laſting friend- 
XS WF ſhip, that wilt end only with our lives: 
Je ¶ and I think I have great reafon to hope it 
will be ſo, as neither of us have the ſmall- 
1; I ft degree of 3 in our diſpoſition, 
2 


y 
* 
4 
n 
Ss. 
1 
jo 
pe. 
q 
{ 
| 
$ - 
"1 
2 


elſe 


\ „ 


L 90 ] 


elſe it muſt have appeared by this time, 
which accounts too for our liking having 
ſubſiſted ſo long; a circumſtance that ſeems 
to ſurpriſe you; but I cannot fo eaſily 
account for our not looking on each other 
as brother and ſiſter, which might very 
well have happened from the manner we 
were brought up together; had that been 
the caſe, it would have occaſioned no 
ſmall chagrin to our friends; and if ! 
ſhould find it neceflary to break with him, 
I dread the effect it would have on my 
mother, who: loves him as if he was her 
child, and has no joy equal to the proſ- 
pect of ſeeing me his wife; for which 
reaſon, I have never given her a hint of 
what has paſſed in regard to Mr. Hamil- 
ton, till I ſee how it ends; I wiſh you 
were with me, for my ſpirits begin to 
fink at the apprehenſion of what may 
happen when he comes, but I will call 
up all my reſolution, as it is neceſlary 
to my. peace to. know for a certainty if 
Charles be likely to conquer his folly ; for 
indeed I can give it no other name. 


Let me bear ſrom you very ſoon: you 
ſhall know how matters go on here, as 
ſoon as poſſible. 6 


L leng 


fol 
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I long for Chriſtmas to be over, that I 
may once more enjoy your company; not 
forgetting Emily and Gertrude, 


Dear Louiſa, 
ever your's, | 
ELIZA FITZGERALD. 
Uu A 
IS 
13 LETTER 
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5 2 -iÞ. ws 0 9 . 
Miſs MoRTiMtR, to Miſs FitTz6ERALD. 


, Nov. 30.— 


1 REJOICE to find my dear Eliza has 
cauſe to hope matters will turn out to 
her ſutisfaction; and I am of opinion from 
what you tell me, that Charles is giving 
his reaſon fair play. What a deal of un- 
eaſineſs he would have avoided, had he 
done ſo before 


I ſhall be very impatient to hear the 
event of Mr. Hamilton's viſit ; if he ſhould 
come to the caſtle, which I really wiſh he 
may; becauſe if there is the leaſt ſpar 
of jealouſy lurking in Charles's boſom, he 
will not then be able to conceal it fo well, 
but the traces of diſcontent will be viſible 
on his countenance, and you will know to 

what it is to be attributed. | 


I ſhould be well pleaſed to be with you 
for the time, as I ſhould be more at leiſure 
to make obſervations than you will be, and 
leſs partial; but I hope you will conſider 

| your 


I am. ſorry. you are loſing the Boyles; 
an agreeable neighbour in the dountry is a 
very material loſs ;. but I hope it will de- 
termine your mother to come to town as 
ſoon as ſhe poſſibly: can, now. you have no - 
I always. think. of the good 
any evil may. produce, which leſſens the ill 
y, at leaſt. makes.it more. ſupporta- 


companion. 


greatl 
ble. 


Mr. and Mrs. O'Nell arrived laſt night, 
and have brought their little grand-daugh- 
ter: 'tis a beautiful infant, and as they tell 
me, the very temper. of it's mother; ſhe 
had left it at home under. the care of a re- 
ation that lives with her, a genteel, diſ- 
creet woman; but Mr. O'Neill had it at 
his houſe ſome part of every day, and 
when he was coming to town could not 
bear to be ſo long without ſeeing it; fo 

| brought 


( 93 J 


your happineſs is at ſtake, and not be blind- 
ed by your tenderneſs ; it will be a folly. 
to conceal the truth from me, as you know. 
Harry will hear it, and then. I ſhall. 


I have a: high. eſteem for Charles, but- 
love you ſtill better, and cannot conſent ta 
your being his wife till we are quite ſure. 
he has recovered his rationality, 
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brought the nurſe and little one off. Emi- 
ly, who did not expect it, was agreeably 
ſurpriſed ; for ſhe had often regretted leav- 
ing it, but ſhe meant to return ſo ſoon, 
and beſides that, was afraid of offending 
her father, who adores it. We had it 
here to-day for a while, Emily had it on 
her knee when Mr. Fitzgerald came in; 
after paying his compliments, the child 
attracted his notice; the reſemblance is fo 
ſtriking, he knew it was Emily's, and took 
It in his arms to kiſs it, when the baby, 
who is but juſt attempting to ſpeak, called 
him Papa; it ſeems ſhe calls all men ſo, 
but her mother's confuſton is not to be 
deſcribed, and it was no way leſſened by 
his faying, he ſhould be happy indeed, if 
he had a title to that appellation ; at the 
ſame time giving Emily a lock infinitely 
more expreſhve than his words. She was 
ſtruck intirely dumb; Gertrude had a 
{ſmile full of meaning, and you cannot ima- 
gine any ſcene more ridiculous than 1t was, 
till I, in compaſſion, ſet them all laugt- 
ing, by wiſhing the child was mine, that 
I might have ſuch pretty things ſaid to 
me ; this ſet us talking nonſenſe, and 
gave her time to recover from the palpita- 
von which his ſpeech had given her; but 
1 | I have 
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11- WW F have a ſtrong notion this trifling circum- 
ly MW tance has opened the way for a more ſe- 
V- Wl rious declaration from him, the firſt con- 

n, W venient opportunity: at preſent I am ſure 
12 WM ſhe will not accept him, for the reafons 
it mentioned already, though I think he need 
on not deſpair of ſucceeding in time; and 
„indeed I join with you in opinion, that ſhe 
id could not have a fairer proſpe& of happi- 
ſo Wl neſs with any man E know. | 


y 
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NN Gertrude has a ſmile in one eye, and a 
ed tear in the other; ſhe had a letter from 
ſo, ber ſwain this day, informing her, he had 
be juſt got his father's permiſſion to take leave 
by WW of him, and was in conſequence, ſetting 
ik off for Paris, where his ſtay would be ve- 
the W ry ſhort, as they were in daily expectati- 
ely on of embarking, but ſays, he will cer- 
vas WW tainly inform his father of the true ſtate 
a ot his heart, before he leaves home, and 
na- WF will let her kn»w the reſult. Fhis is the 
as, moſt material part of his letter; the reſt 
zh. contains only love-like expreſſions of fear 
hat I for what may happen during his abſence, 
o IF and. ſoldier-tke hopes of a ſpeedy return; 
nd crow ned. with laurels, 1 


hut . You 


L 96 J 


You may gueſs, the account of his fa. 
ther ſending for him, is very pleaſing to 
her, but tie thoughts of his going 10 
America caſts a damp on her ſpirits : ſhe 
is the picture of an April day, alternate 
clouds and ſun-ſhine, as each reflection 
happens to predominate, | She begged [ 
would tell you the news, as you were fo 
kind to expreſs a deſire to be informed of 
any circumſtance that occured, 


1 have not forgot your queſtion about 
Harry Maunſell, nor do I intend to paſs it 
over in ſilence; though I confeſs, it is a 
jubject I have hitherto avoided : but I hope 


my dear Eliza does not look on my reſerve, 


in that particular, as any breach of the 
perfect confidence that ſubſiſts between 
us; for it's the only occurrence of my life 
in which I have not been quite open, and 
u muſt confider, the moſt material cir- 
cumſtance relating to it, paſſed while you 
were too young to be my confidant; and 
ſince that, I thought the :is was ſaid of 
it .the better; for it has the appearance 
of vanity to talk of having refuſed a 
man ; and looks too, as if one wiſhed to 
prevent his marrying another; for cer- 
tainly, it could not recommend him much 
to any lady he might addreſs, to —_ 
ö | 0 
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f, be would not think of her, if he could 
o have had me; and till very lately, I had 
ono notion he would be ſo fooliſhlyroman- 
he WY tic, as to determine on living * ſingle, be- 
ate WM caule I cannot marry. him, But you muſt 
on know, in that letter, which I believe I 
lad from his ſiſter, before the knew he 
{> vas coming to town, ſhe: mentioned, ſhe 
of MW had great reaſors: to think her fiſter-in- 

law, Miſs Herbert, liked Harry; and ſhe 

had ſome hopes that ſhe was pleaſing to 
mit him, as he paid more attention to her, 
. it Wl than ever ſhe had ſeen him pay to any 
2 WI woman, except one; and ſince his paſſion 
Pe for that one was hopeleſs, nothing would 
-ve be more agreeable to her than a union be- 
the WM tween him and Miſs Herbert, who was 
ten both as to perſon and fortune, a deſirable 
life match for him, 


ir. WM I had another letter from Mrs. Her- 
on bert, by Harry, requeſting I would en- 
nd deavour to diſcoyer his real ſentiments for 
her ſiſter, as a circumſtance had happened 
lince her laſt, that made her fear he 
thought not of her in that way ſhe had 
hoped, and at the ſame time left no doubt 
of her attachment to him; which was fo 
very viſible, ſhe was ſure he muſt have 
perceived 
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perceived it, though he would not ſeem to 
do ſo; which looked as if he did not mean 
to make any advantage of it. However, 
ſhe 1 would uſe my influence, 


Which, ſhe ſays, is all- powerful, to pre- 


vail on him to think ſeriouſly of it: and 
even deſired me to inform him of the la- 
dy's partiality towards him, which ſhe 


thought might induce him to make herx 


return: at all events ſhe ſaid, I muſt in- 

ſiſt on his being quite explicit; for if he 

will not comply with our wiſhes, it will 

be abſolutely neceſſary to inform Miſs 

Herbert of the ſtate of Harry's heart, that 

— may recall her own, before it is too 
te. 


executed my commiſſion with very 
bad ſucceſs ; for my influence joined to 
every argument I could employ were in- 
ſufficient to perſnade- him to return the 
lady's paſſion, (which he ſaid he had with 
concern diſcovered, juſt betore he left 
home) and only drew from him a decla- 
ration, that as there was an inſuperable 
bar between him and I, he was determin- 
ed never to 2 I endeavoured to 
ſhew him the folly of ſuch a reſolution, 


him 


but to no purpoſe; and when I found 


* 
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him ſo determined, I told him he ſnould 
then be. hatten how he gave any pitl- 
room to think ſhe was agreeable to hum; 
and he aſſured me, it was Miſs Herbert's 
reſemblance to* me, both in perſon and 
manner, that attracted his notice; but he 
hoßed /I wolſld acquit hin of any deſign 
to gain her affections, when he knew he 
could make her no return; he ſhould 
abhor himſelf if he could be guilty of ſuch 
a diſhonourable action; indeed I do not 
ſuſpe& him for it; vanity is not amongſt 
his faults. I wiſh, for his own ſake, he 
had leſs conſtancy ; for I think an old bat- 
chelor the moſt forlorn being in the Uni- 
verſe, though an old maid may be quite 
the reverſe; the domeſtic life being natu- 
ral to women, they can manage their 
houſe and ſee company as well without a 
huſband as with one, if not better; and 
if they diſlike living alone, they cannot 
fail of a female companion, unlcſs their 
temper is very bad; and iu that caſe they 
vould not be happy in marriage. 


But all this while you will ſay, you are 
not a bit the wiſer reſpecting this ſame 
laid myſtery between Harry and me: true, 

Vor. . K my 
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4 dear, nor are you likely, till next poſt, 
for I am called down to companys and 
can only add, that 1 am, 


 AﬀeXtionately your's 
LOUISA. MORTIMER. 


A tm tute tua . 
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LET T. E. N Nu. 


FROM THE SAME'TO THE SAME. 
Dec. iſt.— 


S I imagine my dear Eliza's curioſity 
A is on full ſtretch for the delightful 
hiſtory of Henry and Louiſa, [ take the 
firſt leiſure hour to give it you, for I ſup- 
poſe I ſhould be quite out of favour if I 

aſſed one poſt, and perhaps I might not 


. 


ave time to-morrow. 


[ believe you may remember that in old 


Mr. Maunſell's time the family ſpent every 


winter in Dublin, and as they were our 
next door neighbours, there was a great in- 
timacy between him and my father ; their 
example was followed by their children, 
and Patty Maunſell and I. (who were much 
of an age) were ſcarce ever aſunder. Harry 
was but a year older than his ſiſter , and 
as we were ail children when our firſt ac- 
quaintance commenced; he was - uſually 
with us till he was ſent to a public ſchool, 
and I recollect when he came to take leave 
of our family, he could not be forced from 
| n 1 
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me without the greateſt difficulty; as ſer 

, after ſhedding a few tears I was con- 
fled for his lols ; Tc Patty was ſtill with 
me, I did not ſee him for three years after 
our firſt ſeparation, as the. ill health of his 
mother and mine took both the familics to 


Spa, where, and in France we remained 


about two years and a half when we retyrn- 


ed, and hat the misfortune | to loſe two cl 


the beſt women in the world in a fy 
months after. My mother Ned" firſt, and 
I received all the cochfort and attention 
from poor Mrs. Maunſell, that was in her 
power to give; for tho' ſhe was declining 


faſt herſelf, ſhe let Patty ſtay-entirely with 
me, till. the firſt ſhock was over, and. I be- 


gan to be reconciled to my loſs; the did 


not long ſurvive, and when ſhe found ſhe 


could not live many days, ſhe deſired to 


ſee her ſon, who was accordingly ſcnt for; 


when he arri ed I was returning the me⸗ 
lancholy compliment to Patty, aff ſting in 
her attendance On her mother, and endez- 

vouring to comfort her for the lofs ſhe was 


oing to ſuſtain: my father being out of 
donn on buſineſs, I could dedicate all my 


time to this friendly office; and indeed | 
never left her for a day, till his return, 
which was not for a month after Mrs. 
Maunſell' death, During that time, the 

childith 
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childiſh affection which Harry expreſſed for 


me, before he went to ſchool, ſeemed to 
be ripened into a more ſerious attachment : 
he did not in plain terms tell me fo, but 
| ſome body has ſaid actions have a language, 
and his were fo eloquent as not to be miſ- 
taken ; I did not however ſeem to perceive 
it, tho' Tacknowledge I was far from being 
indifferent about him: you who know him 
will not be ſuſpriſed at that, eſpecially 
when I tell you, that joined to a mind 
as faultleſs as human nature could ad- 
mit, he then, notwithſtanding his youth, 
poſſeſſed all thofe manly graces of per- 
fon for which you have fo often ad- 
mired him; add. to that, we had parte 
children, and now met, when both our 
perſons and manners were ſtrikingly im- 
proved, and we at an age when the heart 
is but too open to ſoſt impreſſtons; and 
being in the ſame houſe for a month we 
made a greater progreſs in each other's eſ— 
teem, than if we had met on ee 
viſits for a twelve-month, 


Soon after I went home Harry entered 
the college, and while he was in it, his at- 
tendanc? on his duties, (in which he was 
very alſiduous) kept the family longer 
og K 3 in 


E. 


volved us in diffic but 
out, Patty took an opportunity of lament- 
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in town every ſymmer than was uſual, . 
which means he had ſuch conſtant oppor: 


tunitics of ſeeing me, that his paſſion nee 


had iime to cocl, which probably it wou 
have done, had we been ſeparated juk 
_ it was beginning; unfortunately fu 
him, that did not happen till he was going 
to travel in three years after, and by tha 
time his love was proof againſt abſence; ye 


he had ſo much prudence as never to mak: 
any declaration, or attempt to draw me: 
into any engagement that might have in- 

difficulties; but before he ſe 


ing to me, that her brother was neve 
likely to be ſettled to his mind during thei 
father's life; for tho' the allowance he gay 
him, was ample for a ſingle man, it would 
not ſuppart a wife, as the woman he would 
wiſh to marry ought to be ſuppogted, nor 
could he think of offering himſelf to any 
one, While he was unable to make ſuch! 
ſettlement as ſhe had a right to expect, 


and his father had given him to underſtand 
he had done all he could afford to do, with 
out ſtinting himſelf, which he would not 
do, nor would Harry permit him if he we 
inclined; for you know, Louiſa, continued 


ſhe, my father was always uſed to profuſion, 
and is not at a time of life to be debarred 
| ol 
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of what he has been accuſtomed to; it is 


much fitter Harry ſhould ſuffer for a time, 
tho' I amſure/it is no ſmall mortification to 


would come to an explanation about, before 
he went abroad. I took no other notice of 
it however, than to join in opinion with 
her, that their father ought not to be put 
to any inconvenience; tho' I dare ſay my 
looks betrayed a conſciouſneſs of the inten- 
tion of her ſpeech, or at leaft, my not 
aſking who tlie lady was, might convince 
her I gueſſed her meaning, and did not 
chuſe to have it farther explained, which 

was the real truth. | | 


, Harry left us foon after, and as we were 
always on the moſt friendly footing, I did 
not . hefitate to expreſs a moderate concern 


at loſing him for ſo long a time; he endea- 
voured in vain to reſtrain his 
in the bounds he had hitherto preſcribed to 


paſſion vrt 


it;, the idea of parting was too ſtrong for 


his prudence, and he took ſuch a tender 
fare wel as convinced me of the ſentiments 


he 
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he-. entertained for me, more than a theu- 
ſand vows and proteſtations would have 
done. 


He wrote regularly to his ſiſter, who al; 
ways ſhewed me his letters while ſhe was 
in town, and when ſhe left it uſed to ſend 
them to me, by his defixe, no doubt, as 
he knew I would be entertained with his 
account of of the countries thro” which he 
paſſed; and beſide that, I was always 
mentioned in a manner that would have 
been pleaſing, even tho” my heart was 
quite unconcerned. 


He had been about a year away, when 
I made a conſiderable conquelt one even- 
ing at a drum; a gentleman, that ſhall be 
nameleſs; (becauſe I don't think it gen teel 
to ſpeak of thoſe we have refuſed) ſtood at 
the back of my chair while I loſt two or 


three rubbers, and pereeiving it did net 


ruffle my temper, wiſely concluded I would 
make a moſt deſirable wife, and paid a 
viſit to my father with whom he had a 
fl'ght acquaintance, and without farther 
ceremony made his propoſals in form, not 


_ doubting my acceptance of an offer ſo ad- 


vantageors; added to th: powerful induce- 


ment of a title, and a very ancient family, 


Lie 


1 

the latter joined to ſettlements that were 
far above my expectations) had great 
weight with my father, who being deſcend- 
dd from the oldeſt families in 1 England, 
held a long pedigree in great veneration; 
but tho 1 700 Have all due reſpect for thoſe 
things, I thought ſomething more was 
needfal, and could not marry any man 
for the merit of his anceſtors ; and i] could 
ſe no one agreeable quality i in himſelf : 
beſide that from what 1 had heard of 
his diſpofition, 1 thought it probable he 
migtit Fu his" wife's temper to trials more 
ſ:vere than that of loſing at cards, and tho' 
my patience , held out againſt bad fortune, 
1 could, not anſwer for its being ſo com- 
Wl plaiſant to a bad huſband; then his apply- 
ing to my father, without firſt endeavour- 
a. ing to gain my approbation, diſguſted me 

exceedingly, es it ſnewed he muſt either 


kin my good. opinion of very little conſe- 
we quehce, or elf; te muſt have a large ſhare 
4 of ſelf- ſufficiency, that made him thee: it for 


q granted I cout] not refuſe him: take it 
W.? any WAY, here was fo little delicacy in it, 

and ſo much the appearance of thinking 
4. he ccnferred a favour, that it was 2 Pleaſure 
8 to me to mortiſy his pride by rejccting 


"i lim, which I did when he came in full 
(the confidence of 1 joyfully accepted, as I 


could 


— 


hopes a little attention on his fide night re 


before they were 5 to give an at- 


neſs) you did not encourage him: an! 
why not child was his anſwer; ſuch offen 
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could fee from the aſtoniſhment vifible i 
his countenance, and which indeed was { 
great that he had not power to ſpeak; f 
when I finiſhed my ſpeech, which wa 
very laconic, I made my curtſy and with 
drew, leaving my father to reconcile hin 
to his diſappointment. 


What paſſed between them WR I wa 


gone I cannot ſay, but my father inform 
me that evening, his lordſhip had beggedfife* 


his permiſſion to continue his viſits, in 


move my obj: tions, as he feared he had 
been too haſty, for it was uſual for young 
ladies to expect to be ſolicited” ſome tim 


ſwer. And I hope, fir, ſad I (with quick 


are not to be met with every day, and de 
ſerve at leaſt to be conſidered before the j 
are refuſed. 8 


If that be all, fir, aid 3 he has nothing nou 
to hope from giving me time to conſider me 
for I diſlike the man, and never can bring 
myſelf to marry him : rather ſay, Louiſa, 
faid my father, you like another man, anagJuur 


are meanly waiting till he thinks proper ! 
8 alK80u 
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k you. This unexpected attack con- 
ounded me a good deal, but as it really 
as not the caute of my preſent refuſal, I 
pon recovered my ſc lt, and aſked him who 
e ſaſpected of having ſuch influence over 
ne. 


He inſtantly replied, I believe your own 
cart will tell you, it is Harry Maunſcll I 
nean; he is a young man I have a high 
ſteem for, and if he has any thoughts of 


S | 

bt * ſou, and had made a proper declaration of 
e hall before he went abroad, I ſhould have no 
oungfy<ction ; but as it is, if he was a prince, 


nd you can be ſo abject as to wait his 
eaſure—you are no daughter of mine. 


This unuſual ſeverity of ſpeech from a 
ather who had been always ſo indulgent, 
brew me into tears, which inſtantly ſoft- 
ned him, and taking my hand, my dear ; 
id he, I did not mean to diſtreſs you, but 
cannot bear with patience that any man 
bould think he may have you, at any 
me he finds himſelf at leiſure to aſk. 


Convince me Harry is not the cauſe of 

our ref..ſing his lordſhip's offer, and tho? 

greatly approve it, I will immediately free 

u from his addreſſes: I aſſured him Icou - 
| | wit 
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with great truth aver, he was: not the ; Cauſe, 
for my diſlike proceeded | from _ circum- 


ſtances 1 had heard, and obſervations I had 


made of his loraſhips diſpoſition, which 
was really true, as I had o ef met him at 
the ſame houſe before that unlucky night 
when he took a fancy to me, but to put 
the matter out of all doubt, I gave a ſolemn 
promiſe never to marry Harry Maunſell 


My father ſeemed much pleaſed with 


me, reſumed. his wonted good humour, 


and I heard no more of my noble admirer, 
except that the lady of the houſe where! 
ſaw him, told me, it was with great dif- 
ficulty he could be perſuaded to e 

hopes of gaining me. 


What a long winded tale is here I am 
ſo tired of it that I miſt defer the remainder 


to another opportunity. You have brought 


me into ſuch a way of telling long {tories to 


amuſe yon, that I ſhall begin to think my- 


ſelf an old maid, the ſymptom is ſo ſtrong; 
and tho'-itis a character Lhave a giecat r.- 


ſpect for, and mè an ſto ſhine in one time 


or other, I would not chuſe to be one be- 
fore my time. 


Iam 


b 
tc 


\ 
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Jam now going to revive my ſpirits 
by a little party at Cards, ſo _— till 
ann * 


LOUISA MORTIMER. 


Dr = — — | 
1 — * 0 


—— 
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LET TER IM 
THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


Dec. 2.— 


GREATLY long to hear from my dear 

Eliza, as I expect your next will contain 
a full and true account of the effect Mr, 
Hamilton's viſit, (that is ſuppoſing he came 
to the caſtle) had on Charles; and J dare 
ſay, before this reaches you, you will be 
quite as impatient for the continuation of 
my romance. I cannot deny but I felt 
{ome regret, when firſt I reflected on the 
reſtrictions I had laid myſelf under, but it 
proceeded chiefly from the pain I thought 
it would give Harry, when he ſhould be 
informed of it; however, the pleaſure l 
enjoycd in being freed from the ſolicitations 
of a man I diſliked, ſoon reconciled me to 
it, but I wiſhed much for an opportunity 
of telling Patty what had happened, that 


ſhe might hint it to her brother, yet I could 


not think of .writing it to her, as ſhe had 
never ſpoke to me in plain terms on the 
ſubject, ſo I determined to let it lye * 

e 
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ſhe came to town, when I thought it likely 
[might find means of introducing it; but in 
that I was diſappointed; for before their uſual 
time of leaving the country, ſne was married 
0 Mr. Herbert, which detained them ſome: 
lime, and juſt when they intended coming 
vp, her father was ſeized with that illneſs 
vhich occaſioned his: death, after-confining: 
him to his room the whole winter, during 
which time Fatty never quitted his Houſe; 
ad when he was gone her huſband too 
ker home, the ſeaſon being then ſo far ad- 
vanced, it was not worth the trouble of 
ming to towm for the ſhort. time they 
wuld, have raid. 


Mr. Maunſell's death haſtened Harry's 
return, who arrived at Cork in May, 
which: was about three months after, but 
lis father having left his affairs in rather 
an unſettled: ſtate, qwing to indolence in 
attending. to his agents accounts, that bu- 
bneſs; detained him in the country till win- 
ter; by which means 1 had time enough 
o be prepared for an interview, which I 
believe would have affected me a good 
deal had it happened a few months ſooner, 
but by this: time I was perfectly ſatis- 

L 2 ed 
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fied with what I had done. I was how. 
ever a little fluttered when I ſaw his cairj- 
age ſtop at his own houſe, where he did 


not remain ten minutes before he paid me 


a viſit, and though my father's pref-nce x 
little reſtrained his tongue, his eyes plain- 
ly told me what he wiſhed to ſay; com- 
pany coming in he ſtaid only till tea was 
over, as he ſaw it would be impoſſible to 
ſpeak to me that evening, but next morn- 
ing he came in, at an hour he knew my 
father would be out, and after many tender 
profeſſions of joy at feeing me, offered him- 
ſelf and fortune to my acceptance, and 
begged my permiſſion to make ſuch pro- 
poſals to my father, as he hoped would 
meet his approbation. W 


I hardly knew how to go about telling 
him a circumſtance, that would at once 
daſh all the hopes of happineſs with which 
he had been ſo long flattering himſelf; but 
it muſt be done, and I accompliſhed it in 
the beſt manner I was able: it is utterly 


impoſſible for me to give you an indea of 


the agitation that appeared in his counte- 
nance while I ſpoke; I felt for his diſap- 
pointment, and uſed every argument in my 


power to ſoften the ſeverity of it; but he 
was 


„ Þ 


was for a time abſolutely incapable of liſ- 
tening to reaſon. He execrated the man 
whoſe offers had been the occaſion of my 
making ſuch a promiſe, and curſed the 


| family pride that had inſtigated my father 


to require it; in ſhort, he ſaid a thouſand 
extravagant things, and railed himſelf out 
of breath before I could bring him to any 
degree of compoſure ; at laſt I convinced 
him that as his behaviour to me had been 
always fo particular that every one obſerved - 
it, my father had great reaſon to think I 
I was ill treated when he went abroad with- - 
out explaining hisſentiments, and of courſe 
it was natural for him to reſent it, as it 
muſt hurt him much to have it ſuppoſed : 
was waiting any man's pleaſure. 


All his anger was then turned on himſelf, 
for not declaring both his paſſion and his 
ſituation in pecuniary matters, before he 
left Ireland; but he determined to clear it 
up to my father that he might be reinſtated 
in his good opinion, though it could an- 
{wer no other purpoſe, as the promiſe 1 
made was ſolemn and unconditional, there- 
fore could not be revoked. 


aid alt L could to perſuade bim to look 
out ſor ſome other woman, capable of 
L 3 making 


L 386 } 


making him happy, which would be the 
beſt method of blotting me from his mind, 
except as a friend, in which light I ſhould 


ever eſteem him; but my argument, iſ 


had no effect, and though I thought a lit. 
tle time would change his romantic noti- 
ons, I find he is now as determined as 
ever. When my father was acquainted 
with the nature of his ſilence, he expreſ- 
ſed much concern at the obſtacle that was 
between us, and laid, if it would fatisfy 
my ſcruples, he would willingly free me, 
as far as in him lay, but as I had ſhewed 
no reluctance in making the promiſe, te 
believed I could not eaſily be brought to 
think he could releaſe me from it ; but 
that Harry did not tell me, till I had giv- 
en a final anſwer ; which was, I did not 
think any power on earth could diſpenſc 
with a ſolemn vow, unleſs it was taken by 
compulſion, and that was not the caſe with 
me. I therefore intreated Harry never to 
mention the affair again, and by that 
means he might bring himſclf to forget 
it. As to the firſt part, he ſaid he ſhould 
certainly obey me, but the latter he knew 
was impoſſible; it was too deeply engra- 
ven on his heart. I have often . at his 
ſiſter's requeſt, preſſed him to think of 

marrying, 


* 
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marrying, but thoug i deprived of all 
glimmering of hope, his attachment ſeems 
ſtronger every time we meet; and you 


know we are very much aſunder: but he 


really may ſing, His paſſion's conſtant 
as the ſun.” — — For me, I acknowlege, I 
have the moſt perfect friendſhip for him; 
and find it very flattering to be the ſole 
object of attention, to a moſt amiable 
young man, whoſe love, I am ſure, muſt 
be of the pureſt kind, ſince he can have 
no. intereſt to gratify, nor the leaft expec- 
tation of gratifying his paſſion. I do not, 
however, at all, regret being debarred 
from marrying him; had 1 thought it a 
ſtate capable of making me happier than 
lam, I ſhould not have carried the R. 
mance fo far as to refuſe ſome other young 
men, that you know addreſſed me, and 
who certainly had merit ſufficient both to 
gain my heart, and keep it; I never had 
2 high idea of matrimonial felicity: and 
am ſorry to ſay, the obſervations I have 
made- amongſt my married acquaintance 
has not altered my opinion, My notions 
of happineſs, may, perhaps, be ſingular, 
and I do not wiſh to make converts to it; 
if many thought as I do, it would be of 


the worſt conſequence ; there would be an 


1 


end of all the tender relationſhips that bind 
mankind to each other, and the world 
would be one continued ſcene of diſcord 
and confuſion : the inſtituion is certainly 
and capable of making us happy; 
ut buman nature is ſo perverſe that we 
have ingeniouſly contrived to fruſtrate the 
beneficent intentions of heaven in that, as 
well as other things, and turned to our 
mifery what was meant to promote our 
happineſs, it is not however neceſſary that 
every one ſhould marry, and I really be- 
lieve Providence deſigned me for a ſingle 
life, as it always appeared to me the moſt 
elegible, and, I am convinced, is moſt 
| ſuited to my diſpoſition; if every one con- 
{ſidered their own temper, there would 
probably be fewer unhappy matches than 
we now ſee, but that is what we ſhall never 
perſuade the generality of people to think 
neceflary ; ſo we muſt even let them go on, 
kiſſing one moment, and quarrelling the 
next, to the end of the chapter; and'l have 
ſeen violent advocates for wedlock pals 
their-whole life that way; but I ſuppoſe 
they thought it happineſs, or they would 
not have fo ſtrongly recommended the 
ſtate to others. | 


That 
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bind That my dear Eliza may enjoy more 
'orld felicity in it, than has yet been the portion 
cord Wl of any one I have met with, is the ſincere 
un) wiſh of her 

PY; | it 

"_ Affectionate, 


> the | 
| LOUISA MORTIMER. 
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LETTER XIV. 


Miſs FiTZGERALD, toMifs MorTIMEs. 


| | Dec, 5.— 
1 DELAYED writing to my Louiſa 

- theſe many days, for two reaſons : firſt, 
till J had the whole of your intereſting na- 
rative: ſecond, till Mr. Hamilton was 


gone, and I ſhould be able to tell you, 
how we went on here. ; 


Charles met him at the place appointed, 


and eaſily prevailed on him to paſs a few 
days. here, before he ſet out for home; 
he did not leave us till this morning, when 
Charles accompanied him according to 
promiſe, and is not to return, this fort- 
night. You cannot imagine how ſolitary 
I ſeem without him : but to the material 
point, which I am ſure will give you great 
pleaſure.. 


He never ſhewed the leaſt ſympton of 
jealouſy or uneaſineſs, the whole time Mr. 
Hamilton was here, though I could per- 
ceive, he ſcrutinouſly obſerved every N 

| an 


md 
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and word that paſſed between him and me, 
and I was well pleaſed he did, as it muft 
tend to cure him of his fuſpicions, as far 
25 they related to me; and Mr. Hamikon, 
| ſaw, avoided addreſſing himſelf ſo par- 
ticularly to me, when Charles was preſert, 
as he would do at other times; no doubt, 
for fear of giving him pain; for he had 
heard, ſince firſt we met, how matters were 
circumſtanced between us, and I dare ſay, 
gueſſed at Charles's foible from his beha- 
viour at the Inn; elſe why that caution? 
for his addreſs to me at all times, was on- 
ly what might be expected from a man of 
politeneſs ; though he had told me, he had 
heard of the intention of our family, with 
regard to Mr. Skeffington and me, juſt 
in time to recall his heart: I believe I 
looked rather ſimple ; but I choſe to take 
that opportunity of acknowleging my at- 
tachment, and anſwered, it was true, our 
parents had always intended us for each 
other, and happily for me, Mr. Skeffing- 
ton's amiable qualities, made my duty and 
inclination go hand in hand. He paid me 
me genteel compliments on What he 
called my ingenuouſneſs , and ſaid, Mr. 
dkeffington was, indeed, a happy man in 
meeting with a lady fo far above the little 

| punctilios 
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punctilios of the Sex, as not to be aſham. 
ed to acknowlege the impreſſion his merit 
had made on her heart. It was a compli- 
ment, however, that I did not deſerve, 
for I felt very much aſhamed at making 
the acknowledgment, and certainly would 
not have done it, but that I had reaſon to 
think he had ſome little liking for me; 
and if I was filent he might take it for en- 
couragement ; for though I never ſaw any 
thing like vanity in him; and there 1 
few men ignorant of their own perfect. 
ons, and I dare ſay, he is ſenſible that both 
as to perſon and accompliſhments, he is 
ſuch as might gain any woman's favour, 
who had no pre-engagement. 


I told you. I dreaded his coming here, 
though I wiſhed it; but I had a thouſand 
fears, leſt Charles ſhouid be unable to 
command his temper, and therefore ex- 
poſe himſelf, and throw me into a very 
diſagreeable ſituation; but as it happened, 
my fears were needleſs; he behaved very 
well, and we were all eaſy and chearful. 
Part of the time we had ſome other com- 
pany, yet I wanted the Boyle's very much; 
they went to Belfaſt a day or two before | 
wrote laſt, and I cannot repair my loſs 


while I am here; but my mother will go 
| | to 
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am. to town as ſoon as poſſible after Chrift= 
„ Ain 

pl. an eo > | 

e, I am now to thank you for giving up 
ung o much of your time to my amuſement ; 
ould Hand indeed your little Story affords both 

n to entertainment and inſtruction, in the man- 
me,; ner you tell it; but how few could follow 
en. ¶ your example} in ſo intirely ſubjecting 
any WWiheir paſſion to their reaſon, as not even to 

© 5 Wrepine at obeying your father, though we 
* may eaſily gueſs it muſt have affected you 


much at the time: your good ſenſe enabled 
you to bear a diſappointment that moſt 
girls, at the age you then were, would have 
thought inſupportable, the object conſider- 
ed: for certainly, Harry Maunſell's me- 


ce nt would be a powerful excuſe for refuſing 
n to abjure all hopes of being united to 
* 10 um, when one knew it was a generous 
notive prevented him from <xplaining his 
'O) Wentiments. I cannot help thinking you 
nth have an uncommon ſhare of. Philoſophy, 
70 though you will not allow me to ſay ſo; 
- but as it is poſſible Harry has not ſo much, 
= | pity him exceedipg]y. : his reſolution to 
3 remain ſingle, is a convincing proof of the 
loſs ſtrength of his. affeQtion. I muſt, at the 


lame time, acknowlege, it ſavours more 
Vol. I. | M g of 


U ] 
of the Romantic than I ſhould have ſuf. 


pected him, or any other young man of ll © 
this age for. 


Whenever I hear the Platonic ſyſtem fo 
«diſputed, I hope you will give me leave M/* 
to produce you and your Swain, as a proof ha 
in favour of the Doctrine. 1 pr 


Your opinion has ſuch weight with me, 0 
that I am heartily ſorry it is f unfavour. Not 
able to matrimony ; for I know you con- P 
#ider a ſubject moſt deliherately before you of 
form a judgment: and I am ſatisfied you 
would not determine againſt the ſtate, if 
you did not think there was a ſmall chance uh 
of happineſs in it. I never could form the 
leaſt idea how Mr. Maunſell and you were real 
circumftanced, nor could I gueſs why you Wc 
did not marry him: I plainly ſaw he was {£*% 
r fond nb om ; and to tell truth, Neq 
T thought you had no diſlike to him ; ther 
therefore, could by no means gueſs at the ("at 
cauſe of delay, when you had both been look 
ſo long at your own diſpoſal. Will you 
= me leave to blame your father ? 
owever indulgent” in other reſpects, he 
was, ſurely, too ſevere in exacting ſuch a 
, Promiſe from you, as the only —_— | 
wi 


125 J 


which he would free you from the ad- 
dreſſes of a man you aſſured him you could ; 
not like, if you had never feen Harry. | 
| think he might have depended on you | 
for not doing any thing bencath the family ö 
you ſprung from; for though you are not 
haughty, you have that proper degree of 

pride, which would prevent your bearing 

an indignity; therefore, he might be ſure 

you would nat accept of Harry or any 

other man, whoſe behaviour, when ex- 

plained, would not meet the approbation 

of your friends. 


Do not you think Patty was too loſe, 

when, ſhe told you, her brother could not 
marry while his father lived? and the 
reaſon of it, had ſhe ſaid plainly, you were 
the perſon who poſſeſſed his heart; it 
vould have prevented the diſagreeable con- 
lequence that enſued, becauſe you could 
then have told your father, but in the 
the Mnanner ſhe ſpoke, it would really have 
cen looked very vain to take it to yourttlE 


er? I am fo forry for Mr. Maunſell, that Iam 
he liſpoſed to find fault with every one who 
cha Ns any way the cauſe of his diſappoint- 
on ment. | 


— 


M 2 I made 
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I made a thouſand reflections as I read, 
but will not, at preſent, trouble you with 
any more of them, except, that I cannot 
imagine how you kept it ſuch a ſecret; 
for though I have heard many exprek 
their ſurpriſe that you did not marry him, 
I never yet heard a reaſon why you did 
not; and in general, thoſe ſort of affairs 
are very {con whiſpered about. 


I am much pleaſed with what you men- 
tion of couſin James and Emily; he could 
not bring any one into the family that 
would be more agreeable to all his relati- 
ons ; I anſwer for them all, becauſe I have 
heard it wiſhed for amongſt the old folks 
who knew her, ge 


I 'ympathiſe with Gertrude, both in her 
joy and ſorrow ; I judge what ſhe muft feel 
at the idea of the Count going abroad, from 
what I' ſhould feel myſelf; but 1 hope ſhe 
has more fortitude than 1 ſhould have or 
ſuch an occaſion, elſe ſhe muſt be vet) 
unhappy. 23 g 


1 am quite obliged to her for defirirg 
you to tell me what occurred, and beg yo! 
will never forget to inform me 25 ſhe 
me” 2 ears 


--.+-Kk-agS- 


Long 
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hears from him, as I am really intereſted 


in the event on her account ; ſure his fa- 
ther cannot have any objection to the 


TT % " 


choice he has made. 


If Charles ſhould write to Mr. Maunſell, 
no doubt you will ſee the letter, and I 
believe I need not requeſt you will let 
me know the contents, or procure me a 
fight of it, for I dare ſay, you would not 
wiſh to conceal any thing that is material 
to know. 


Adieu, dear Louiſa : believe me, 
Affectionately your's, 
ELJZA FITZGERALD. 
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L E T T EIN XV. 


Mis Mogrhikx, to Miß Frrzerk Alp. 


. T7 e eee 
A CONTINUAL round of company 
A at home, and hung abroad, this 
week paſt, prevented me from acknow- 
ledging my dear Eliza's laſt favour, which 
I was forry for, as E ſuppoſe you are 
rather in the diſmals on account of Charles 
being away; but T hope you have too 
much ſenſe to let ſuch a trifle depreſs 
your ſpirits very much. 


* 


I am heartily glad Mr. Hamilton's viſit 
paſſed off ſo well, eſpecially as he really 
does admire you: you ſce how quick- 
ſighted jealouſy is, for Charles perceived 
the impreſſion you had made on him im- 
mediately, as he mentions, in his letter to 
Harry , if he writes on this occaſion, I 
ſhall certainly inform you; but by what 
vou ſay of his behaviour, I have great 
hopes he has recovered his reaſon ; for I 
think he could hardly have diſſembled his 


uneaſineſs during ſo many days. 
| I am 
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[ am happy in having amuſed you with 
my little ſtory ; as to the inſtruction I can- 
not ſay much about it; for was it public, 
probably more would condemn than ap- 
prove my conduct: at leaſt I am ſure 1 
ſhould be held in abhorrence by all thoſe 
who think Love an excuſe for every act 
of imprudence or difobedience, they can 
be guilty of: but I do not take ſuch merit 
to myſelf as you ate willing to allow me, 
for not repining at hat is paſt; I have no 
claim to your praiſes on that head, becauſe 
the ſingle ſtate is really moſt ſuitable to my 
inclinations, yet notwithſtanding it is more 
than probable if I had not made that pro- 
miſe, Mr. Maunſell might have prevailed 
on me to marry, againſt the conviction of 
my reaſon; but as that is now impoſſible, 
no other man is likely to have ſufficient in- 
fluence over my heart, to make me do any 
thing .contrary to my judgment; ſo that 
inſtead of repining, I rather think I have 
cauſe to rejoice, that I have a certainty 
of paſſing my life in the ſtate moſt 
pleaſing to me. But you may, perhaps, 
think, it requires all the philoſophy you 
talk of, to enable me to ſupport the re- 
proachful appellation of an Old Maid; it 
might be ſo formerly, but do not you re- 

member, 
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member, my dear, that Mr. Twiſs ba 
kindly reſcued us in this kingdom from 
undeſerved contempt, by allowing the ol 
maids of Ireland to be perfectly pleaſing 
and agreeable ; and ſince he acknowledges 
it, I think I have nothing to dread ; fer 
you know he allowed no perfection either 
in the country or the people, that he could 
poſſibly detract from. I doubt the Plats 
nic ſyſtem would not gain much by pro- 
ducing Harry as proof of it's exiſtence; 
for I fear his paſſion is not ſo perfectly re- 
fined as that requires, though I grant you 
it is more romantic than what we uſually 
meet with, indeed more ſo than is for his 

e, becauſe he certainly did not with to 
ive ſingle, and has determined to do ſo, 
merely in conſcquence of his diſappoint- 
ment; it is a reſolution I by no means ap- 
prove, as I think he will be apt to repent 
it, or at leaſt have cauſe to do ſo, when 
youthful paſſion has ſubſided, and he finds 
himſelf a ſolitary being in his own houſe, 
without any companion, and depending 
on the care of ſervants : if ill health ſhould 
be the attendant on old age, as uſually is, 
my arguments . will then have all their 
weight in his mind, and he will be ſorry 
he would not ſuffer himſelf to be con- 
vinced by them before it was too late. 


You 


— - 
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Voti are ſo abſorbed in compaſſion for 
him, that you do not take the leaſt notice 
of poor Miſs Herbert, whoſe hapleſs love 
expected would have a large ſhare of 


* 


your pity," oe 


 Iwrote Patty an account of my unfuc- 
ceſsfut pleading in behalf of her ſiſter· in- 
law; and as T was convinced it would be in 
vain to hope for any alteration in Harry's 
ſentiments, I adviſed' her to take the firſt 
vpportunity of letting the lady know the 
'wiote of the affair between him and me, 
and his determination toremain unmarried, 
that ſhe may withdraw her affections be- 
fore they are ſo ſtrongly fixed as to make 
the effort painful. | 


4 
A 


* Y . 


have had an anſwer, wherein ſhe tells 
me, ſhe bad let Miſs Herbert into the ſe, 
tet of Harry's attachment to me, the 
day after ſhe received my letter, ſome diſ- 
14 courſe happening between them which 
% Introdaced it very a: pro- pos, ſhe ſays, ſhe 
| liſtened very attentively while ſhe e; 
her colour frequently changing, and now 
dana then intertupted her with tender ex- 
preſſons of pny fot” his diſappointment; 
Ts N | at 
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at the concluſion ſhe ſighed heavily, and 
ſaid, ſhe wondered how any woman could 
diſlike Mr. Maunſell, to whom he.endea- 
voured to render. himſelf agreeable, but 
when ſhe heard it was quite otherwiſe, 
Patty ſays, her aſtoniſhment is not to be 
deſcribed :; ſhe could not conceive it poſ- 
ſible, that any conſideration even of duty, 
ſhould have force to prevail on a. woman 
that loved Mr. Maunſell, to give him up 
for ever. 


Oh ! madam, faid ſhe, had Miſs Mor- 
timer qualified the promiſe ſo as to kave it 1 
in her father's power to releaſe, her, they I be 
might have been happy, but now they ſua 
muſt ſurely be wretched. Patty ſaid, in- Wis : 
deed, ſhe knew no body happier ;. for my W wo 
paſſions were ſo intirely under the go- Mor 
vernment of reaſon, that I never ſuffered WW rril 
them to interrupt my peace. The. tears 1. 
ſtood in the poor girl's eyes, and. ſhe only ple 
faid, ſuch fortitude ſeldom fell to the ſhare IW im 
of our ſex. | ple 


She was very ill the remainder of that - us 
day and the next, but when Patty wrote, ¶ th; 
was much better, and tried to be chearful, ¶ fa 
though it was plain. it did not 2 th 
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* 


from her heart: however, as ſhe has ve- 


ry good fenſe, no doubt ſhe will ſee the 


neceſſity” of overcoming an attachment, 
that promiſes her nothing but uneaſineſs. 


; 1 an exceedingly ſorry Harry could not, 


or would not, return this young lady's 


regard, as from the character I hear of 


her temper and diſpoſition, I am ſure 


they would have been happy. He him- 


ſelf ſays, -ſhe is deſerving any man's 
affection, who had a heart to give. tic 


I you muſt praiſe my heroiſm, let it 
be in wiſhing and endeavouring to per- 


ſuade him to marry, for that I confeſs, 


is a great degree of ſelf-denial, ſince it 
would of neceſſity put an end to that a- 
greeable intercourſe, which at preſent con- 


tributes to my happineſs: for the friendſhip 


entertain for him, is the ſofteſt, moſt . 


pleaſing ſentiment, that can poſſibly be 


imagined; and the reſerve that mult take 


place (if he was married) of the delight- 
ful confidence that now ſubſiſts between 


us, would leave a vacuum in my heart, 


that would ever remain; yet as his wel- 


fare is of infiaitely more weight with me, 


than any gratification of my own ; I have 
* : ſincerely 
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ſincerely wiſhed to ſee him cured of his 


unfortunate, attachment: but here he 18 


4 i muſt 5 doun my pen. — m 


Writing to Mi Man gemid, dad he; 
ves. Then I have ſomething for your pe- 
ruſal, which, perhaps, you would chuſe to 
mention to ber; and put into my hand a 
ſhort letter from Charles, which he per- 
mits me to encloſe, and which 1 ſhall "pc 
you to read. 80 farewel, dear Eliza, lays, 


Your affectionate friend, 


'EETTER 


LOUISA MORTIMER : 
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L ET T E R XVI. 


DEAR MAUNSELL, 


3 Hamilton-Hall, Dec. 11 
2 ſee by the date of this, what 
good 


effect your advice had on me; 


ſince I am now in the houſe of a man, 


whom I could ſcarce bear the ſight of 


when I wrote to you laſt, but the force of 
your arguments opened my eyes, and re- 


ſtored me in ſome degree to myſelf, at leaſt 
ſo far as to enable me to conſider the mat- 
ter more diſpaſſionately than I had yet 
done; and the reſult was, that I would 

rſue your plan, and, if poſſible, get Mr, 


amilton to the caſtle, and obſerve both 
his and Eliza's behaviour when together, by 


which means I could judge what founda- 
tion I had for my doubts, . and alſo know if 
they were likely to be removed. 


He reminded me by-a polite letter of my 
promiſe. to ſpend ſome time at his houſe 
before Chriſtmas, and appointed me to 


meet him at a place he mentioned, to ac- 
Vol. I. N company 
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company him home; I went and eafily 
prevailed on him to pals a few days bid 
me before we ſet out for Derry; accord- 
ingly we came directly to the caſtle, where 
he continued till the 6th when I accompa- 
nied him to this place, which is perhaps 
one of the moſt beautifully improved ſpots 
in the univerſe, and during his abſence has 
been kept by his mother in the ſame ele- 
gant order it was left Dy her huſband. 


But to return to my ſubj e&; by all the 
obſervations I could ——— while Mr. Ha- 
milton was with me, I am ſtill of opinion 
he admires Eliza; but as he heard after our 
firſt meeting how we were circumſtanced, 
I am ſure I have nothing to fear from him, 
unleſs he received encouragement from her 
behaviour, which I could not ſee the leaſt 
reaſon to apprehend, ſo that I find myſelf 
at preſent very eaſy. 


However, keeping your advice ſtill 
in mind, I do not not intend to mention 
haſteniag our marriage, till after my re- 
turn from England, where buſineſs will 
call me in five or ſix weeks at fartheſt, but 
I do not know exactly how long! ſhall ſtay 


there; I ſuppoſe. a few months will do 
0 
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o put matters on a proper footing, whicty 


fil 

th are very indifferently managed by the pre- 
rd- IM fent agent; and I think if I find. Eliza en- 
ere IM tertains the ſame ſentiments for me when I 
pa- return, that ſhe has always ſeemed to do, 
aps I ſhall be cured of thoſe jealouſies that have 
ots Nof late interrupted my peace, and will 
has then preſs: her to compleat my happinels, 
ele- WM which will be very imperfect till I am cer- 


tain I poſfeſs both her heart and hand. 


I could not anſwer your laſt ſooner, be- 


the 
Ja- {MW cauſe I was quite undetermin:d how to act, 
ion Ml (though in mine I had promiſed to do as 
dur you adviſed) till the opportunity of getting 
ed, MWMr. Hamilton to the caſtle ſo much ſooner 
m, ¶ than I expected, determined me to follow 
her your opinion, which I inclined to all a long, 
aſt but 1 feared it would be a length of time 
ſelf before I could ſee them together, and I 
could not bear the ſuſpence I was in long, 
for it was a ſtate, I am convinced, infi- 
Ul MWuitely worſe than Popiſh purgatory. Jea- 
on bouſy is the worſt of fiends: Why is it an 


attendant on ſo ſweet a paſſion as love? 
But you Maunſell are free from it, and yet 
know you are a lover] It muſt then be a 
2 in the mind, and if I cannot 
conquer it I ſhall be wretched; but I hope 

Na. your 


[a 4 


your aſſiſting council, joined to my own 
A; will effect a cure. 

Mr. Hamilton calls on me to go * 
him a few miles on a viſit. 


Adieu, Dear Maunſell, 
Vour's, 
C. SKEFFINGT ON. 
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Mifs FitTzGERALD;, toMifs MoRTIMER; - 


Dec, 15, — 


My dear Louiſa, 


to you and Mr. Maunſell for giving me 


the peruſal of it: I ſhall return it with this. 


cannot but ſay. I, had better hopes of 
Charles before I ſaw it than I have now, for 

ou may obſerve he ſeems doubtful. him- 
ſelf, that he ſhall be able to conquer his 
weakneſs, (as he calls it) from which I in- 


fer, he ſtill finds it more powerful than he 


acknowleges, but as he wiſh-s to be cured, 


I have hopes he will accompliſh it; and if 
it depends on his finding me in the ſame 
ſentiments on his- return from England, I 


think I may anſwer for it. 


I now ſee the folly of parents endea- 


vouring to attach children to each other, 
before. they know what their diſpoſitions 
| N.3 * will 


'HAD the, pleaſure of your's, with the 
incloſures, and am much obliged both 


1 1] 


will be, for when the affections are ſtrongly Il het 
engaged it is not eaſy to withdraw them, ſee 
though our reaſon may tell us we were not g 
formed to make each other happy; at leaſt MW vic 
I find it ſo, and fear I have a great deal of MW be 
uneaſineſs before me. You I know would ed 
find no difficulty in doing what your reaſon 

dictated ; but as Miſs Herbert obſerves, | 


ſuch fortitude is not common in women; MW fo 
and I think I have even leſs of it than MW en 
others. fir 
pL 


That letter has quite depreſſed my IM be 
ſpirits, which were not very good ſince I. 
Charles left us, and to make them worſe be 
my mother has been ill theſe two days; if e 

| ſhe continues ſo, I ſhall be frighted to v 
death: I wiſh we were ſafe in Dublin, u 
there I ſhould have the comfort of your ta 
ſociety, which would enable me to bear te 
any affliction better than I can do, when t 
unſupported by your friendly council, al 


Though my regard for you and Harry iW © 
took up all my thoughts when I wrote tt 
laſt, yet I aſſure you Miſs Herbert was not WW 
without my pity ; but as her liking was but e. 
of a ſhort — I ſhould ſuppoſe the Iſh ® 

_ diſappointment cannot very greatly ay l 


ut 
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her for any time, though at firſt ſhe may 
feel it ſeverely, as ſhe imagined him diſen- 
aged, and had no reaſon from his beha- 
viour to expect any obſtacle; however a 
beginning mclination may ſoon be conquer- 


Ido indeed, Louiſa, allow yon great praiſe 
for your whole conduct; particularly your 
endeavours to perſuade him to marry ; 
ſince that is what your heart is moſt re- 
pugnant to, and I own I cannot help 
being pleaſed at his determination, though 
I aſent to your opinion in regard to old 
batchelors ; but I think he muſt be happier 
even in that ſtate, than matried to one 
woman while he paſſionately loves another, 
and as that is the caſe, it would bea pity to 
take from your happineſs without adding 
to his; for certainly in your preſent fitua- 
tion you enjoy more real ſatisfaction than 
any one I ever met with, and I begin to 
think you have choſen the right road to 
content; for that muſt be the ſureſt way 
that does not depend on the caprice of 
another. Why have not I reſolution 
enough to-make the fame choice ? and put 
an end at once to all the anxieties I have 
ſuffered, ſince I came to the knowlege 4 
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Mr. Sſkeffington's temper ;. but your gocd 
ſenſe enables you to correct that too great 
ſenflbility, which is the thing will ever pre- 
vent me ſrom that happy repoſe, (if I may 
uſe the expreſſion) that you continually 
enjoy. That you, my dear girl, may long 
continue to enjoy it, is the fervent wiſh of 


Your Affectionate, a 
' ELIZA.FITZGERALD 


have juſt got a letter from Charles 
wherein he ſays he will be home the 
20th at fartheſt: he writes in the moſt 


tender manner, and do {ape great im- 
patience to ſee me. 
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LE rr 
Miſs Mok rI MER, to Miſs FrrzokRATD. 

| | Dec. 18. 
] AM ſorry to find my dear Eliza's ſpirits 
1 are ſo very low, and requeſt you will 
not give way to that encroaching'diforder, 
which if not oe againſt in time, 
ereeps on imperceptibly, and gains fuch 
an aſcengant over us that we will not en- 
dea vour to conquer it. I often cautioned 
you againſt encouraging that ſenſibility, 
which you allow interrupts your Tappitct, 
becauſe I foreſaw it would do fo, and 
know if you 'could make the trial, you 
might correct it as well as me; it is not the 
want of fenſe, but reſolution prevents you; 
you had always a propenfity to indulge 
melancholy ideas: for my part, I on Tl 
do not 'wiſh for ſuch exquiſite ſenſibility 
as ſhould make me wretched; for as ſome 
of our female poets, (I do not remember 

who). expreſſes it, | 


EX Nor eaſe nor peace the heart can 
know, 
That like the needle true, 
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Turns at the touch of joy, or woe, 
But turning, trembles too.” 


| Yet do not imagine I wiſh to ſtand un- 
moved at the joys or griefs of myſelf or 
fellow creatures; far from it, —but then [ 
would chuſe to feel them as a chriſtian 
out; I would not be beyond meaſure elated 
with one, nor diſtreſſed by the other: 1 
would moderate my own afflictions by pati- 
ent ſubmiſſion, and firm reliance on Provi- 
dence, and I would endeavour to mitigate 
thoſe of others, by affording either aſſiſtance 
or conſolation. as; the caſe: required, or my 
abilities extended; though tenderneſs of 
heart is certainly very amiable in a woman, 


it requires a proper degree of reſolution, to 


prevent its degenerating into weakneſs, 
which it is but too apt to do; fortitude is as 
becoming in a woman as a man, and quite 
as . neceſſary; for how very unfit muſt that 
woman be to offer conſolation. to her huſ- 


band, her family, or friends in affliction, 


that ſuffers herſelf to fink under the moſt 
trifling diſappointment ; beſides it betrays 


fuch a diſtruſt in Providence, to depend on 


every untoward accident of life, as renders 


us. very unworthy of any aſſiſtance from 


him, whom we are taught to hope will ex- 


tricate 


tricz 
we 

ende 
cuſe 
but 
pine 
you 


little 
whit 
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tricate us from our difficulties, provided 


we put a proper confidence in him, and 
endeavour to deſerve his protection. Ex- 


cuſe me, my dear girl, for preaching to you, 


but I feel myſelf fo intereſted in your hap- 


pineſs, that I cannot be filent when fee 
you likely to loſe it, merely for want of a 
little exertion of that underſtanding with 


which heaven has liberally endowed you. 


Your mother is not, I dare ſay, in any 
alarming way; and for what relates to 
Charles, I do not think his letter need ef- 


ſect your ſpirits ſo much; for though I 


grant he is not yet perfectly cured, we 
may well hope he will, ſince he ſeems de- 
termined to uſe his own efforts for the pur- 
poſe; but I have a great notion his abſence, 
more than any thing elſe, occaſions your 
melancholy ; at leaſt I hope ſo, for then 
his return will ſet all matters to rights. 


Do pray get out of your lachrymals be- 


fore you write again; for I fear a few ſuch 
letters as your laſt would infect me.—True, 
Harry is certainly better as he is, if he can- 
not conquer his paſſion ; but what I con- 
tend for is, he might conquer it if he would 
try, for I believe paſſion of any kind may 
be ſubdued if we chuſe to do it. 
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Iwill tell you why you cannot make the 
ſame reſolution I have done, which you 
ſeem unable to account for; in the fark 
place you are too much in love; and in 
the ſecond, the ſingle ſtate is not your 
choice, nor indꝭed is it fit for you; you 
are much too timid to go through life 
alone, and therefore want ſame one on 
whom you can depend for protection in all 
the viciſſitudes of human affairs, If any 
thing happened to ſeparate: Charles and 
you, it would be abſolutely neceſſary for 
you to make another choice. Now you 
need not make any proteſtations againſt it, 
becauſe 1 do not think it likely the thing 
will come to paſs; but if it ſhould, I would 
have you take a few months to conſider, 
__ you make any declaration of that 
\ HK; 2 | 


I was interrupted by Gertrude, who 
walked in with a packet of letters in her 
hand, and pleaſure ſparkling: in her eyes; 
they — cy "Sy ſhe ſaid, and if | 


had time, would be glad I would read 
them before I finiſhed my letter, that 1 
might acquaint Miſs Fitzgerald with the 
contents; I accordingly run them over; 
there is three of them, one from the count, 

| one 
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one from his. ſon, and another from his 
daughter, all on the ſame ſubject; the 
ſubſtance is, the count has been informed 
of his ſon's inclination, and quite approves 
it; is only diſpleaſed he was ſo long kept 
ignorant of it. 8 | | 
He has wrote in very genteel terms to 
Gertrude, hoping, that as ſhe is ſtill un- 
married ſhe will remain ſo a while longer 
if Louis has been fo happy as to gain her 
eſteem, as nothing would give him greater 
pleaſure than a union between them ; he 
ſays, his ſon cannot avoid going out with 
his regiment, - and ſerving one campaign, 
for his honor is concerned, which he is ſure. 
ſhe will think of ſufficient -importance to 
to plead his excuſe, for not throwing him- 
ſelf at her feet immediately, but promiſes 
to obtain leave for him to return as ſoon as 
the campaign is over, when he flatters 
himſelf, his behaviour in the field will 
render him ſtill more worthy her favour. 


The young man's letter is truly a love 
letter, expreſſing hopes and fears, griefs 
and joys, every other word, to the end of 
a large ſheet of paper; and concludes 
with a requeſt, that ſhe will now indulge 

Vor. I. 5 him 


„ 
him with an anſwer; a thing the has never 
yet done, except in her letters to his ſiſter, 


Adelaide's joy 1 think is greater than 
her brother's, becauſe leſs intermixed with 
fears: ſhe mentions this happy change in 
her father, was brought about by his being 
at laſt convinced by the lady herſelf, that 
ſhe really had refuſed his ſon; and ſhe aſ- 
ſured him ſhe would have done ſo, had he 
been a king, and of a different religion 
from her own: this brought the count to 
hear reaſon, and he confented to ſee Louis, 
_ who immediately declared his attachment 
to Gertrude, and obtained his father's ap- 
probation, who ſaid, if he had known it 
before: he propoſed the other match for 
him, it would have ſaved them all ſome 
uneaſineſs, as there could be no objection 
either to Miſs St. George or her family, 


who he knew were people of rank. 


This has quite ſatisfied our pride, which 
I aſſure you was up in arms, and we were 
determined io keep up a proper dignity, in 
caſe the old gentleman did not conſent 
with a good grace: you may guels I en- 
couraged her in that, as an affront of that 


nature was not to he put up with. So this 
d | love 
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ove affair is likely to come to the fame end 
ver which moſt love affairs do, I mean matri- 
er, mony, that is if a cannon ball does not 

FF" A a more melancholy cataſtrophe, 
which I hope will not be the cafe, for 
Gertrude is a deſerving girl, and I ſhould 
be be ſorry to ſee her afflicted. I ſhall 
have an unſpeakable loſs when this young 
Fretichman takes her from me. | 


I have forborn to mention iticat 


you have the moſt material occurrences 
from Mr. Fitzgerald, and the public prints; 
by them you are informed our commons 


however give them the credit of it, except 
thaaſe few wha have uniformly been actu- 


iſt they were impelled to it, by the ſpirit 
that at preſent. pervades all degrees of 
people, aid which they dare not fet them» 
des againſt: the fame reaſon will oblige 
ich and to comply, becauſe ſhe-is not in- 
ere Wa fituatian to refuſe; but I am clear of 
, 1N opinion, that if we do not watch her with 
ent ¶ unremitting attention, ſhe, will, by ſome 
en- Furtifice, the firſt convenient opportunity, 


of 
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tranſactions this ſome time, as I know _ 


have demanded a FREE TRADE; I do not- 


AGB. >, 


ited by love of their country; as for the 


hat I contrive to render every thing the grants; 
O 2 


. 
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of no effect, for they are ſelfiſn, illiberal peo- 
ple, and look with a jealous eye on every 
advantage enjoyed by their fellow ſubjeQts, 
either envying their proſperity, or looking 
on it as ſo much taken from them ; like 
ſome individuals, who are as anxious to 
detract from other people's merit, as if 
they thought it Tould add any thing to 
their own, To repine at another's proſpe- 
rity is a moſt odious diſpoſition, even in 
private perſons; but it is ſtill worſe, when 
it is the temper of a whole nation, becauſe 
it then affects millions of people, who are 
connected with, or dependant on them; 
and who in conſequence, are ſure to be 
oppreſſed. a ne 


The uniform conduct of the Engliſh 
towards this kingdom, as well as to Ame- 
rica, juſtifies my opinion of them; and [ 
dare ſay, a little time will ſhew what de- 
pendance we can have on their affe ction, 
that is, provided we give them an oppor- 
tunity; for no doubt they will diſſe mble 
till they are ſure of carrying their point. 


How ſome of the wiſe heads would laugh 
at a girl pretending to give an opinion in 
politics ; Nu not, f believe, a very uſual 

f bi of 8 ſu bje& 


[57 } 


ſubje& for young ladies to correſpond on; 


but I know you have been taught to think, 
the welfare of our country is of as much 
conſequence to women as men; and when 
public affaits are the general topic, to write 
on them is an agreeable variety, and at 
leaſt as improving as intrigue or ſcandal, 
which the men generouſly allow us to talk 
of as much as we pleaſe, and indeed make 
no bad figure in ſuch converſation them-- 
ſelves. | 


We go on here juſt as uſual: couſin: 
James as attentive as ever to our fair 
widow ; and Harry MaunſelF a conftant 
attendant. on your humble ſervant. If 
Gertrude had her young count here, three 
I bach ſwains would make us the envy of 
every ſemale circle we frequentcd. 


de. 1 obſerve when we meet Mr. Fitzgerald 
at a drum, which often. happens, all eyes- 
are caſt on him and Emily, for the town 
ble has already made a match between them, 
and his behaviour confirms the idea, as it 

is really very particular. 


15 Theſèe men, Ela, with all their ſenſe, 
al have mighty little diſcretion in thoſe ſort 


of matters: we women have it all to no- 
5 O 3 thing FP 
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thing; now Emily behaves. with the great- 
eſt compoſure and indifference, while your 

couſin is unable to conceal his chagrin if he 
cannot play at the ſame table ſhe does, and 
yet I am ſure ſhe likes him. What an 
an unmerciful letter here is! I am half 
dead with writing. 


Adieu, | 
LOUISA MORTIMER. 


8 
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Miss MoxrinzR, to Miſs FITZGERALD.. / 


| | 2 Dec. 26.— 

AJ dear Louiſa's very agreeable 
| . Epiſtle of the 18th had all the 
effect "550 could wiſh in reſtoring my ſpi- 
tits; for you point out the folly, and EF 
may ſay, impiety of ſinking under every 
trivial diſtreſs in ſuch forcible language, 
that J grew aſhamed of my own weak- 
neſs while 1 read, and have ever fince 


.manifeſted- ſuch refignation and compo- 


ſure, though my mother is confined with 
the rheumatiſm, and Charles did not ar- 
rive till the 22nd, that J am ſure you would 


be aſtoniſhed at my improvement in your - 


Philoſophic- Doctrines, joking a-part., I 


wiſtr you were always near, to teach me 


to ſupport difagreeable accidents with 
fome degree of reſolution :- I: fear I ſhalt 
very -ſoon- ſtand in need of all your argu- 
ments on that head, as the time for 


Charles going to England advances faſt, 


. 
| 

E 
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and there is little probability that my me- 
ther will be able to go to town before then, 
as ſhe intended. But I will not anticipaie 
uneaſineſs, if I can help it. 


Veſterday, according to ancient cuſtom, 
Charles's tenants were entertained in the 
Great Hall, with roaft beef and plumb- 
pudding ; mine were treated in the ſame 
manner the day before, the Steward gnd 
Houſe-keeper doing the honours. of the 
table. My mother was not able to come 
4 them, which was a great morti- 
fication to her; but I went, diſpcnfed my 
uſual preſent of a guinea to each of the 
young gir's who was cloathed in her own 
houſewifery; and that, you may be ſure, 
was every one that was preſent 5 but if 
en enquiry 1 found any of them ſo induſ- 
trious as to help to cloath the younger 
children of the family, I added a; ſecond 
guinea, by way of encouragement to her, 
and to inſpire the reſt with emulation: 4 
cap:and ribbon to each of the little ones, 
makes them attend both to their book and 
their needle; and my approbation makes 


them all compleatly happy; for I often 


call in at each of their houſes, when ! 
take an airing, and then the mothers in- 
form me how they go on at ſchool, and 

| | I praiſe 
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praiſe or chide them, according to the 
account I hear. 0 3 

I pay for the ſchooling of thoſe whoſe 
parents cannat well afford it, becauſe I 
think reading and writing may be uſeful 
to them, if they ſhould happen to be 
hereafter in any ſort of buſineſs: befides, 
they can be better inſtructed in religion, 
if they are able to read the Bible. 


Charles accompanied me into the Halls 
and chatted with the old folks, while I 
was diſtributing my favours amongſt the 
young ones. A large bowl of punch was, 
brought in for them to drink my health, 
and one of the old men made me look ve- 
ry ftily, by adding a wiſh, that their next 
mceting might be to rejoice on my lady- 
ger fhip's marriage with his honour: you may 
nd FF think I could not anſwer ſuch a ſpeech, 
&; but Charles relieved me by thanking him 
« © for his wiſh, and hoping he ſhould ſee 
cs, WF them very ſhortly cn that happy occaſion, 
ind The girls fimpered, and their mothers 
des IF finiled : I recovered from my confuſion 
NF caough to ſay ſomething kind to them all, 
n and then left them to enjoy their mirth the 
n reft of the evening; and diverted my - 1 
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ther with. what had paſſed, who was ra- 
ther inclined to be low-ſpirited at being un- 
able to go down to them, for the uſed to 
take great delight in ſeeing them all ſo 
happy; and has made it a requeſt, that! 
will never drop the cuſtom, which I could 
eaſily promiſe, as it is quite agreeable to 
my incligation. 1 * 


Charles's behaviour, ſince he returned 
from Hamilton-Hall, is juſt what. it uſed 
to be, before he diſcovered any ſymptoms 
of that unhappy failing, which has this 
While paſt interrupted our peace ; but [ 
dare not flatter myſelf his preſcnt diſpoſi- 
tion will hold, as his letter to Mr. Maun- 
ſell ſhews, how doubtful he is about it. 


I rejoice to hear Gerttude's little Novel do 
is likely to conclude to her fatisfaction; — 
though to be ſure, his abſence will give bu 
her much uncaſineſs ; but ſomething may op 
happen to occaſion his return ſooner than 
the expects; there may be a peace, or m 
ceſſation, not that there is now any ap- 
pearance of it; but ſhe muſt hope the beſt. 

She will, indeed, be a great loſs to you ; 
ou ſhould think of ſome one to ſupply Pr 
place; for it will not be pleaſing for Jec 
* you m 
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you to be alone, nor you need not, as you 
have ſeveral young relations, who,'I dare 
ſay, would like well to be with you. 


Your bit of Peetry was happily choſen 
to tHuſtrate your own ſentiments; I am 
convinced you are perfectly right, not to 
let your ſenſibility run away with your 
happineſs, and fincerely wiſh, I could fol- 
by your example; but fear I have not 
=F of mind ſufficient for the pur- 

e. | 


I am of your opinion, both as to our own 
Parliament and the Engliſh nation, and I 
find couſin James thinks as you do; for in 
one of his letters, he ſays, © There is no 
doubt but our demands wil] be granted, as 


it would be too dangerous to refuſe them; 


but I am ſure England will ſcize the firſt 
opportunity to render her ecnceſſions abor- 


tive.” I hope we may all find ourſelves 


miſtaken ; yet I am afraid we ſhall prove 
too good politicians in that reſpect. 


I know moſt men diſapprove of women 
pretending to any opinion on theſe ſub- 
jets ; but the men of your family and 
mine were above that vulgar Pte 

and 


1 581 
and took pains to make us capable of fol 
judging with ſome degree of preciſion ; the: 
and I think we are ebliged to them for it, hel. 
ſince it enables us to converſe ſometimes 
on matters of importance, and not be al. 
ways confined to triflles; a little of each is 
agreeable. Fig r JN. nts 


I wonder the men are not more diſcreet 
in their behaviour before ſtrangers, for | 
ſhould think it not pleaſing to themſelves 
to have their attachments public, before 
they know how they will be received 
moſt men look on it as very mortifying 
to be refuſed, and would think themſelves 
very ill treated if the lady ſhould publiſh 
it; though they ſcarce ever fail of making 
it known to every body, they make very 
little uſe of their underſtanding on thoſe 
. occaſions. James is a ſtriking proof of it, 
for by what you ſay, a giddy lad could 
not be more ' fooliſh; and yet in every o- 
ther circumſtance of life, he is quite a pat- 
tern of propriety of manners; and it cer- 
tainly is far from that to draw people's eycs 
on Emily, and ſet them telling of her ſe- 0 
cond marriage, before The is out of her 
weeds: why do not you ſpeak to him a- 


bout it? but indeed, as it is a fault, or a4. 
; folly Vs! 
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of Mfolly (call it which you pleaſe) moſt of 

n ; ¶ mem are „ 5 of, 1 ways cannot 

ee ga 7 vox 

al charles has juſt got a letter 105 Eng- 

is land, which, he lays, | will haſten his de- 
parture; he talks of going in two or three 
days, and all your leſſons are inſufficient 

ect ¶ to- make nie hear it with any compoſure 

all: could! do Was, to eſtraimm my t 

l he; had quitted the room. I can on 

add, that I am your's, 


33 with much affeQtion, . 
A 5 "ELIZA FITZGERALD: 2 


, 
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nnen 
_ Miſs FiTzGEKAiD, to Miſs Moriz. 
: | 65 ve | | Dec. 27.— 
W RITE to me, my dear Louiſa, and 
comfort me if you can; ſor when 
you receive this, I ſhall be a wretched 
creature, as you will eaſily believe, when 
I tell you it will be delivered by M. 
Skeffington, on his way to England. 


I wiſh you could inſpire me with a lit 
tle of your fortitude, to enable-me to oh 
tim with any degree} of compoſure 
for 1 fear to expoſe my weakneſs to my 
mother, who is very ill, and is, you know, 
greatly affected by every thing that al- 
flicts me; ſo kind is this tender parent. 

However, as he does not ſet out till to- 

morrow, I will endeavour to conquer my 
folly before then, or at leaſt to conceal 
it. * 


I once thought of perſuading him to 
go through Scotland, to avoid the dan- 
| ger 
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ger of the ſea between Dublin and the 
Head, but on re collection I did not men- 
tion it, for it occurred to me, he would 
hazard his life as much in a long journey, 
this inclement ſeaſon, 1 in a very ſevere cli- 


blade of graſs, my heart dies within me, 
at the idea of the ſhip's, being daſhed: a- 
gun the rocks; or what would be ſtill 


would have no chance of eſcaping. In 
Wort, I have a thauſand fears, and from 


en 8 ſhall never meet un. 
N #1 


1 with ge AT 1 


E tq hint my wiſnes, ——— know he 
has material buſineſs: : it is; very unfortu- 
nate for me, that I have been ftbm my 
infancy, uſed to his company, as it makes 
me unable to bear a ſeparation. with any 


neceſſity: of it, and fear that neceſſity will 
often recur; but what one has been long 
accuſtomed to, grows habitual, and is not 


Fly conqueret. W 


"My father s death, which Ioan but 5 
remember, occaſioned my mother” break- 
n- P 2 et 240] 


mate. Yet if the air does but move a 


worſe, it's foundering at ſea, ſor then he 


the terror 1 feel at parting, am half per- 


— IA Ae ee 
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degree of fortitude, though I know the 
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ing up houſe, 'and/g6ing'to live with her 
brother, & hoſe wife" being dead, they 
thought it-would be more pleaſing to both, 
as: ehch had but one child, un d they too 
young to de their compahtens ; and th: 
ſociety of thoſe to 5 'we jobs attach q, 
by any tender ties whether of blood or 
affeQtiv n, is vely deſitable. ARE 19 


row 116% 40 6315 1 5 


My: the and uncle end . it fo agre 
able, that they A Ge her l. 
death. (a8 you RN 0 of him 


Aba A0. edi fin. pf 10913 90) 
. tes 19M 1579 lach 5 Leb.! 


The education of Charles ad 5 me 1 


ae verge de ih een 


$5 

bear Us 1 thilsf- lebe dune 
theirn fight, hey ade rived { eh 0 
ꝓroper i tea cus AGHu*οiin e 
Viwolis iH under their 0, 2 — 
by hielt medas e Here continu 
getherſt and indeed, neter wiſhed'to*part, 
ich, U believe; was "the: very thing Gur 
rey ter oc Mg „ebe "though 
Fink a home education}? Where proper 
inſtructors can be afforded, is b far he 
AP pleferablecor'a womma; 0 had great 
ileeffvenienties Wit r rb en it 
ſends them into the- werld totally unac- 

* quainted 
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quainted with all its l and of courſe 
liable to be impoſed on, by the firſt that 
ſhall find. it worth their while to make a 
dupe, of them, which is another of my 
ou on Charles's account; for I know 

ſenſe, without a knowlege of man- 
kiad, is. not ſufficient to guard an unſuſ- 
pecting mind, againſt the wiles that are 


practiſed by both ſexes, to ſeduce the 


young and inzxperienced into- ther nets.. 


But 7 do I teize you with my fool- 
iſh: fears? yet write to me, if it be but to 
chide my weakneſs; for I have no one 


here, either to conſole or adviſe me, and 


you know what a timid: creature I am, 
and how very eaſily my n an de- 
reed. 1 | 6 „ b cat 


Adieu, my dear Luiſa, believe me, 
Ever your % 


' pete Sort ELIZA. FITZGERALD. 
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ce Oh H what pain: it. is to part. ie — 
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THAT als has my A Eliza 
wrote en the departure of Mr. 
Skefängton no Heroine of Romance ever 
lamented the abſence of her Su ain in more 
Pathetic teims. How could the be rbarots 
man think any bo ſineſs of ſufficient mo- 
ment to be preferred to Love and you? 
I kope, however, he has the excuſe of 
not knowing how deeply you were at- 


ll - " 1 


* 


tected at his going, which I am apt to | 


think was the cafe, as I never ſaw him more 
lively than he was the few hours he paſſed 
with me, in his. way through Dublin. 


1 beſeech you, keep him in igneranc, 
if you wiſh to maintain any degree of con- 
3 in his opinion; for men are as 


ſu ect to vanity as women, and quite as 
ready 


=- O „ fn * ©. 
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. a bad uſe of their 'pouer 
over the heart __ are! ſure of. | 
oeh ba 
Now / for my nrg ſuch 4 thought would 
never have occurred to me, as not ſeeing 
— again, any more than the perils an 
dangers of la voyage from this to Hoty- 
Had,  which-you' have painted nſuchpdiſ- 
mal colours, as would make one's heart 
ach, in anticipating the diſtrefſes of a ſhip- 
wreck ; if we did not luckily recollect, 
that the thing ſcarce ever happens. 1 
thank heaven, my nerves are not of ſuch 


- 


2 delicate texture; or my heart is not ſo 


tender as your's, elſe I ſhould be wretched 
ſomething more than'three-fourths of the 
year , for about fo long am [without fee- 
mg Harry : yet I bear it with great phi- 

boſophy, and even think the pleaſure of 


mecting; which we could not know with- 


out parting, far out- balances any uneaſi- 

nels that may give; it is quite an Epicu- 
in” in Love, of which you can have no 
idea, becauſe you have not yet experienc- 


ed it. Indeed I do not ſee how it is poſſi- 


ble to keep an attachment alive for any 
length of time, without frequent ſe para- 
tions; it would be quite as dull as being 
matried to the man, to have him like a 
ture in your houſe, W 

31 ut 
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but when he has been a while away, 
he has a thouſand things to tell you; ten 
thouſand ſoft profeſſions of conſtancy to 
make; and in ſhort, one feels ſuch agree- 
able ſenſations, that when you come to en- 
joy that refined pleaſure, you will agree 
with me, that being perpetually together, 
is the moſt inſipid thing in the world. 


I hope this reflection will make you ſub- 
mit with a better grace to the neceſſity of 
ſometimes parting from this idol of your 
heart, as. you probably muſt do it often, 
ſince his eſtate in England will, no doubt, 
require his preſence at leaſt once a year, to 
ſee that Jnflics is done, both to his tenants 
and himſelf: now he is yearly at age, you 
muſt expect he will attend to his own bu- 
ſineſs. I ſhould. hope your good ſenſe 
would prevent your wiſhing him to act 
otherwiſe z, as the largeſt fortune cannot 
hold out againſt the neglect of its owner, 
but will, by degrees, waſte away; and 
moſtprobably fall into the handsof thoſe to 
whoſe care it was committed: ſo that your 
own intereſt, which will ſhortly be con- 
netted with his, ſhould keep you from en- 
couraging him to indolence, a fault which 
men of rank are too apt to fall into, with 
regard to their own. affairs. $4, ah 
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I ſhall conclude Ike all other preachers, 
by deſiring you to conſider what has been 


Rid, and F hope your next letter will con- 


vine me it has had a proper effect: give 
your teaſon fair play, and J ani ſure it 
mut EG ral 7 Cd MENT Cod 
mask fee A Ta 


Your” 


LOUISA MORTIMER. 


It being late, I was in ſuch haſte to con- 
clude, that I forgot to take notice of one 
of your fears, though I think it the leaſt 
groundleſs of any you mention ; that 
is, the danger your couſin may fall into 

from. his ignorance of the world. I con- 
feſs, I think it more than probable his purſe 
will ſmart for it, if he makes any ſtay in 
London, whzre all kinds of ſharping is 
brought to a degree of perfection, (if I 
may uſe the expreſſion) that is yet unparal- 
lelled, and where a dangerous gloſs is put 
on every vice. However, as he has good 
ſenſe, and good principles, I hope he will 
comeoff with the loſs cnly of a little money, 
and he will know more of mankind by the 


me. he. gocs there again. 


F am 
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Iam much concerned for your good mo- 
ther's indiſpoſition, and wiſh ſhe was able to 
come to town, which would be a more eli- 
gible place for you both than where you 
are. It is a lucky thing that women have 
the privilege of writing long polſt-ſcripts, 
elſe the moſt material part of the letter 
would be often left out. | 


' LETTER 
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$ » 


<a ee 
From THE SAME TO THE SAME, | 


— 


Jan. 2 — 


Jorg my dear Eliza has, by this time, 


ſuffered her reaſon to get the better 


of her fooliſh fears, and that ſhe is enough 


compoſed to be aſhamed of them. Fool- 


iſh T muſt call them, becauſe they were 
groundleſs, and conjured up by your qun 
imagination, merely for an excuſe to make 
yourſelf wretched. I could not help ſmil- 
ng at your giving me ſuch a long account 
0 


the manner you were brought up toge- 
ther, as if I had been quite ignorant of it; 


but as you were making it an excuſe for 


your being ſo unreaſ nably affected at 


parting, I ſuppoſe you choſe to refreſh; my 


memory on every particular circumſtance, 


that it might the better plead your apolo- 


gy, Which was natural enough in you, 


when you muſt be ſenſible, you ſtood in 
Eph, 48 | med 
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need of every excuſe that could be made. 
However, I take it for granted, you have 
eier now, recovered, your ſenſes, which 
were certainly ſuſpended for a While, and 
are capa ble of reflecting on the bad con- 
ſequence of letting any paſſion get ſo 
powerful a dominion over you, as quite to 
overwhelm your e 


A man of ſenſe, though it may flatter 
his vanity to be ſo extravagantly beloved, 
would not be much delighted to have his 


wife ſo miſerable: when he was out of. 


her ſight, as it would be a continual draw- 
back on his - enjoyments;' if he had any 

regard for her; and a man that had either 
ente or affection, would have it always in 


his power enn you unhappy: * 
Harry 851 not conckal his witbaiſh-" 


ment, _ 1 read Jour deer; 0p: him. | 


Sure as he! * Mr. Sketüngten Goth 
«not know: how tenderly. he is Pty, 
« r he could not Harbour ſuch jealoufics.” 
But, added the, © perhaps he may fear 
ſhe is'too 9 for hat is ſometimes 
the caſe. —— 
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I leave 
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[ leave you to conſider whether it be 


prudent to give room to ſuch an idea, 


Jou will, I doubt not, hear from 
Charles in a few days, for he has as fair 
a wind as can blow; and to be ſure he 
will write as ſoon as he lands at the 
Head, He begged I would adviſe yon to 
get your mother totown, whenever ſhe was 


abte to bear the journey; for he cannot 
be eaſy till he hears you have leſt the caſ- 


tle, as he knows how lonely you muſt 
be, ſince you loſt the Boyle's, and every 
one elſe will be caming to Dublin, when 
the Holy-Days are over. 


| I. promiſed to mention it to you, but 
told him, I was ſure your own inclination 
would bring you the inſtant your mother 
could venture to move. | | 


Harry and he walked out together, and 


had, I find, a deal of converſation on the 


old ſubject. He ſeemed convinced that 
reaſon did not warrant his ſuſpicions ; but 
ſaid, Love or Jealouſy had little todo with 
reaſon ; and when he conſidered Mr. Ha- 
milton's accompliſhments, and kuew that 

Vol. I. Q he 
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he liked Eliza, he could not help fearing 
ſhe might think too favourably of him; 
but ſaid he, if I find no alteration in her 
ſentiments when I return, I think 1 ſhall 
be .quite eaſy ; ſo there it reſts; and as it 
depends on that circumſtance, 1 "_ 
you have nothing to dread. 


Adieu, dear Eliza; let me bear how 
your mother i is, and if there is any hopes 


of our meeting ſoon. I expect to find by 
Pour next you are again a rational creature. 


Your's, ſincetely, _ . 
LOUISA MORTIMER. 


LETTER 


1 1 
E ET TE R XXI. 


Miſs FirzaorRAxD, toMiG Mogr EA. 


Jan. 3.— 


M dear Louiſa's very agreeable let- 
ter, ſnewed me to myſelf i in ſuch 8 
ridiculous light, that I could not forbea 
laughing as I read it. I queſtion, Were 
ver, if it would have all the effect you 
wiſhed, had not the ſame poſt i a- 
letter from Charles, a 8 me o 

ſafe arrival at the Head, which, as it made 
my mind. eaſy, rendered me more capable 
of attending to your arguments; and they 
are, I confeſs, unanſwerable; but though 
my reaſon is convinced, I cannot conquer 
my folly, and fear I ſhall. have frequent. 
returns of what you call the Horrors, du- 
ring Mr. Skeffington's abſence ; all I can 


* | promiſe . 
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promiſe is, I will endeavour to * the bet- 
ter of it, and may, Panos ſucceed in 
time, with a little of your aſſiſtance ; if 
left to myſelf, Iam ſure I never ſhall. 


You tell me, with what philoſophy you 
bear Mr. Maunſell's abſence, greateſt part 
of the year; you might too, have remind- 
ed me, of the patience with which you re- 
ſigned him at your father's deſire; when 
your affection for him was at the higheſt, 
and I could only have anſwered, that to 


follow your example, required more for- 
titude than I am miſtreſs of: but when 1 
go to town, you ſhall read lectures to me 


on the ſubject, and I will be all attention, 
till I become what you wiſh me. I am 
| ſure it would be much for my own eaſe to 
be ſo, as it would felieve me from a mul- 
titude of diſquiets, which I ſuffer from 
being incapable of correcting my too great 
ſenſibility ; yet that it may be done, you 
are a convincing progf, and it will be a 
' ſhame for me if I do not improve under 
the inſtruction of one whoſe precepts are 
enforced by practice. | 


You 


te 
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Vou deſcribe the pleaſure of meeting a 
beloved object after a long ' abſence, ſo 
feelingly, that it is eaſy to know you ſpeak. 
from experience; I wiſh I may find it ſo 
eeable, but Mr. Skeffington's-preſent 
diſpoſition, makes it impoſſible to gueſs - 
what our next meeting may produce: 
perhaps an eternal ſeparation” may enſue. . 
If that ſhould ever be the caſe, you tell 
me, it will be neceſſary for me to transfer 
affection to another, as I am unfit to 
„go through life alone. I grant I am; but 
I i can you, Louiſa, expect I ſhould ever love 
e another, after being ſo cruelly diſappoint- - - 
, ed in him, that has poſſeſſed 'my heart 
n FF fince I was a child? It is not poſſible; 
0 bat you forbid me to make declarations . 
1 
t 
1 
l 
r 


hope I ſhall have no occaſion; 


RY 


January 4th. 
- was yeſterday obliged to quit my Jet- - 
| ter to entertain a neighbouring lady, who 
2 4 came 
g f | 
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came to paſs a day with my mother; and 
as ſhe lives but ſix miles from us, ſhe ſaid 
till it was too late for the poſt, ſo I defer- 
red concluding till to-day. 


have juſt got your's of the 2nd, and 

am really aſhamed of my own weakneſs, 
and of all the trouble I have given you in 
trying to preach me out of it, But ſure 
you cannot be ſerious in ſaying you read 
my letter to Mr. Maunſell ; I bluſh at the 
remark you ſay he made, and am ready 
to die at the thoughts of having given 
cauſe for it; but I will not believe you 
could be ſo unfriendly as to expoſe me, 
even to him. You who were ſo delicate 
in regard-to Emily and couſin James, that 
you would not allow me to mention your 
obſervations to Charles, though they re- 
lated only to James's growing inclination, 


and can you be leſs anxious where my de- 


licacy is concerned? I once thought I 
had the firſt place in your friendſhip; and 
am more hurt than you can conceive, at 
the bare idea of finding myſelf miſtaken; 


though as yet I am willing to flatter my- 


ſelf, you only wrote in that manner to a- 
larm me: if ſo, you cannot be too ſpeedy 
E 5 | in 
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in telling me ſo, as I ſhall ſuffer much 
uneaſineſs till then, + 


have the pleaſure to inform you, my 
mother is a good deal better ; but as to 
her going to town, I know not when ſhe 
can attempt to travel.. I ſhall be impatient 
for your next. _ | 


* Your's, 
ELIZA FITZGERALD. 


. 
- 22 
- * 


15 

1 

if 

1 

{ 

» 
" 
: . 
N 
WW 
N 


- — 
— 
— 


— 


— — — — — 
— — n Ls 2 — I 


=D 


— — — 
— Wx: 


— 


— F * 


L 178 3 


Mis MokriurR; to Miſs FiTzZGERALD.. 


Jan. 5.— 
Io, indeed, I did not expoſe my dear 


-Y- Eliza's weakneſs, my regard for her 
is too ſincere; and if it was not, my parti- 
ality to my own Sex, would prevent my 


letting any of the fellows (not excepting 


Harry Maunſell) know that an attachment 


to one of them, could make a good, ſen- 


ſible girl, behave like a fool, on the tri- 
fling occaſion of parting with him for a 
month or two. I only took that method 
to convince you, you were wrong, by the 
diſtreſs Iknew you would feel on the ſup- 
poſition of its being known to any one 
but me. Do not, however, think, that 
what I ſaid was merely my own words; 
for I aſſure you, I have heard Harry, as 
well as other men, make the — 
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that le who axe very ſuſceptible, 
were 3 very fickle alſo; being ſub- 
ject to tender impreſſions, for every pleaſ- 
ing object they meet with. Though I 
know you are an exception to _ 
yet if Mr. Skeffington happens to be of 
thoſe ſentiments, his jealouſy is eaſily ac- 
counted for , not having an high opinion. 
of himſelf, it is natural enough for him 
to fear a more accompliſhed perſon may. 
ſupplant him. 


If you think this likely to be the caſe, 
no doubt it will be a ſtronger motive 
with you to correct the too great tender- 
neſs of your heart, than any I could of- 
fer, =P I hope we ſhall have no occaſt- 
on to renew the ſubſect. 


Mr. Fitzgerald is become 4 violent fa- 
vourite with Mr. O' Neil; they met here, 
(for the old gentleman frequently viſits 
me) and James, artfully enough, accom» 
modated himtelf to his opinions, which 
are rather ſingular; and ſo pleaſed him, 
that he received au invitation to call in and 
play Back-gammon. whenever he had an 
hour to ſpare. I believe he goes theretwo or 
three times a week, and loſes every * 

he 
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he plays, for he has no ſkill at it, and 
pretends a great defire to be inſtructed 
by Mr. O' Neil, who prides himſelf on be- 
ing an adept in whatever was fafhionable 
in his younger days; and thinks the pre- 
"Tent age degenerated in every thing, even 
their amuſements; a common notion 
amongſt old people, who miſtake their 


own incapacity to enjoy amuſement, for 


ſome defect in the entertainment itſelf. 


It was, however, no bad policy in your 
couſin to ingratiate . himſelf there; for if 


he can gain her father's approbation, it 


will go a great way in recommending him 
to Emily, who is a perfect pattern of obe- 
dience; but I: fancy it will take time to- 
bring that matter about. 


| Gertrude anſwered all tlie letters from. 
the family of Rouſillon, in REALLY a 


very pretty manner; I. am ſure I could 


not have wrote half ſo well on the ſubject, 
but you young ladies, Who are ſo conver- 


ſant in Love matters, are never at a loſs 


on your favourite theme. 


I doubt not if Louis will get her letter, 
as ſhe had one from him yeſterday, dated 
5 — on: 


b S 


1 
on board the fleet, which was only wait- 
ing for ſailing orders; ſo ſhe has had a 
moſt rueful countenance ever ſince, and 
we are all loyed in diverting, or ra- 
ther laughing her out of her diſmals: to 
do her juſtice, though ſhe bears it ver 
well, for ſhe does not torment herſe 
with far-fetched terrors, but as he is going 
into very imminent dangers, -one cannot be 
ſurpriſed that ſhe is affected by it. » 


I rejoice that Mrs. Fitzgerald is on the 
recovery, and hope ſoon to ſee her and 
her fair daughter in Dublin. | 


Emily and Gertrude preſent their beſt 
affeQions. | 5M 


Ever your's, 


LOUISA MORTIMER. 
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Tur SAME TO THE SAME, 
Jan, 8— 


(YEE think, Eliza, how unexpectedly 
things come about, and learn to deſ- 
pend on the wiſe Diſpoſer of events. What 
Gertrude could not have hoped for in leſs 
than a year, isnowcometo paſs ina moment, 
as one may call it, and that by the very 
means which ſhe thought ſuch a formidable 
bar to her wiſhes; I mean the young Count 
being ordered abroad. But to be a little 
methodical, (a thing I am not much ad- 
dicted to) as I ſat reading; this morning in 
my dreſſing room, where we uſually break- 
faſt, waiting for the two ladies who had 
not yet appeared, Jenny announced the 
arrival of a ſtrange gentleman, who, ſhe 
laid, ſeemed to be a foreigner, and enquired 
for me; ſhe had. ſhewn him into the par- 
lour, and I choſe to go to him rather than 
aſk him up, it was ſuch an early hour; his 
back was to me as I w:nt in, but when he 
tuned his ſtrong: reſemblance to the pic+ 
ro EY TWIT 59 
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ture I ſaw with Gertrude, at once inform- 
ed me who he was, before he had time to 
ſpeak; and I afked him had I not the 
pleaſure of addreſſing the Count de Rou- 
ſillon? he anſwered he was the perſon, but 
could not gueſs by what means I came to 
know him, which I ſoon explained; and 
he proceeded to inform me that the fleet 
had been but three-days from France, when 
a violent ſtorm aroſe which ſeparated them, 
and the veſſel he was in having ſuffered 
greatly during the gale, was endeavouring 
to make the port they had ſo lately quitted, 
when they were attacked by an Engliſh 
frigate, to which they were obliged to 
ſtrike, not being in a condition to fight, 
and were brought into Cork; from whence 
he had come on parole, to pay his devoirs 


to my lovely kinſwoman, but not wiſhing 


to ſurpriſe her, had taken the liberty of firſt 
introducing himſelf to me. He concluded 
with ſaying, though he was diſappointed 
of the glory he promiſed himſelf in the 
campaign, his love would not ſuffer him 
to call the accident a misfortune, ſince it 
would be the means of procuring him the 
happineſs he had long ſighed for. 


As I knew the happineſs he meant was 
Ger ttude's preſence, I was not ſo unfeeling 
3 | to 
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to deprive him of that pleaſure long, and 
thinking it neceſſary to prepare her a little, 
as his delicate caution had hinted, I went 
up and met her juſt quitting her chamber; 
we came to my dreſſing room together, 
and by degrees. I let her know who was in 
the houſe: her agitation. was fo great I 


thought ſhe would have fainted,.and calling 


for help, in ran her maid in as bad a ſtate 
as her miſtreſs, having got a glimpſe of the 


Count, and ſuppoſing it was his ghoſt; 


the fooliſh girl ran about the room like one 
frantic, crying out, O! madam, the Count! 
the Count! Her exclamations helped to 
rouſe Gertrude, and brought Emily into 


the room, who ſtood ſtaring at us all, to- 


tally unable to account for ſuch:a ſcene. of 
confuſion, till the Count himſelf hearingthe 


hurry, nolongerabletocheck hisimpatience,, 


and following the ſound of our voices, flew 
into the room, and claſping Gertrude in his 
arms, ſaid a thouſand tender things which 
explained the myſtery. to Emily, and re- 
lieved Sally from her terrors, who had on 
bis firſt appearance covered her face with 
her apron, to avoid ſeeing what ſhe firmly 
believed to be a ſpirit. ne? 


When the firſt tranſports of ſuch an un- 
expected interview had ſubſided, the Count 
| R2 graceſully 
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apologized for the freedom he 
he had taken; and Gertrude who was 
bluſhing to death at having ſo quietly per- 
mitted it, would, I believe, have remained 

ſilent till now, if 1 had not relieved her by 
ſaying I would venture to engage for his 
pardon, as I ſaw in her eyes ſhe was not 
mortally offended ; therefore I hoped he 
would be able to partake of our breakfaſt, 
and I ſeated myſelf at the table; they all 
followed my example, and Sally being 
reſtored to her ſenſes, - her tribute of 
joy on the happy occaſion, (for ſhe knew 
the whole affair) and withdrew, leaving us 
to enjoy a little rational - converſation, and 
compoſe ourſelves after the hurry of ſpirits 
ſome of us had undergone. 


I caneaſily aces Dnrudefereny ith 
umprudence ſhe committed in attaching 
herſelf to this young man, without know- 
ing how either of their friends would reliſh 
it, for he is ſo''perfeftly amiable in his 

perſon, and his fentiments fo uncommon- 
ty: refined, as I could obſerve from the 
httle converſation I have had with him, 
that it would require a large ſhare of ſtoi- 
ciſm to liſten to his ſoft tale with indiffer- 
ence, provided one was free from any 


other prepoſſeſſion. 
Pr A He 
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He is of the fineſt ſtile of manly beauty, 
both as to face and perſon; much ſuperior 
to his picture, which is very handſome too; 
but he was quite aftripling when that was 
drawn; and Gertrude ſays, he is amazing- 
ly improved | in his form. 


He has all the agreeable vivacity of 8. 
country, tempered by an excellent under- 
ſtanding; in ſhort, I am a little in love 
with him myſelf, and quite entertained with 
his chat, for he ſpeaks broken Engliſh di- 


vinely, and gives it ſuch a ſoftneſs as 


makes it wonderfully pleaſing; it is what 


the language much wants; its native ac- 


cent is ſo very tart, it always gives me an 
idea of ſcolding, ſo that in my mind a ſoft 
Munſter brogue is an improvement to it, 
provided it be not a vulgar one. 


As he did not like continuing at a Hotel, | 


Lſent Jenny to take a lodging for him near 
this, and ſhe got a handſome apartment i in 


the next. ſtreet, with which he is greatly 
pleaſed; Harry Maunſell to whoſe care I. 


have recommended him, attended him 


home juſt now, for he was eaſily pre- 


vailed — to ſtay all day with his adorable. 


1 388 "Harry 
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Harry will introduce him to all the men 
of genteel rank, and takes him to all 
the places worth fſecing; it was lucky 
enough that he happened to be in town, 


I dare ſay the Count will not think of 
_ this till he takes Gertrude with 
him; fo if you wiſh to be at the wedding 
you muſt not make much delay in the 
country; for I expe we ſhall be put all 
into. a hurry when he gets letters from 
home. As he has wrote from Cork, it is 
not to be doubted but he has aſked per- 
miſſion to conclude an affair ſo interefting 

to him while he is here. 


Gertrude has been ſo prettily fluttered 
all day, that if it was not for a little of my 
aſſiſtance, ſhe would not have been able to 
ſtammer out a ſingle ſentence of common 


ſenſe; but when I ſaw her likely to make a 


very filly figure, I ſtopt her ſhort with 
ſome very ridiculous obſervation, that 
drew the laugh upon me, and gave 
her ſome time to recollect herſelf, by 
which means I ſaved her from a 

deal of raillery, which I ſaw Harry and 
your couſin James was much inclined to; 
bs. . as 
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as they preſently diſcovered how matters 


flood between her and the Count: indeed 


her own confuſion would have betrayed 
the ſecret, if his particular attention to 
her had not done it., | 


Surely this letter will diſpel your me- 
lancholy ideas, and teach you to think 
every thing will turn out for the beſt, if 
our own perverſen-{s does not prevent 
kt, 


Mr. Skeffington's ſudden departure, and 


your conſequent low ſpirits, having given 


me a ſubj-& for my two laſt epiſtles, I 


forgot to tell you, I was quite pleaſed with 


your account of the method by which you 
encourage your tenants children, to induſ- 
try as well as to the learning that is neceſ- 
ſary for them; and I agree with you, in 
regard to the advantage of their knowing 
how to read, though I have heard*people 


argue againſt it; but I never heard them 


ſay any thing convincing on the ſubject. 


I am not ſurpriſed that your mother 
ſhould be mortified at not being able to go 
amongſt them, as was her culo during 
ſo many years; and to a mind like hers 
m 
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muft give ſingular ſatisfaction to ſee 
ſo many people chearful and happy, whom 
the knows ſhe contributes to make ſo; it is 
well for them, and I am ſure, a great 
pleaſure to her, that you are diſpoſcd to 
follow her example. ; 


Good night, dear Eliza, it is now paſt 
twelve, and I grow drowly. 


Your's affectionall . 


LOUISA MORTIMER. 
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if Miſs FiTZzGzzaLp, to Miſs Mon rh. 
| Jan. 11.— 
R OW kind is my dear Louiſa to take ſo 


much pains to amuſe me, as well as 
to reaſon me out of my melancholy; it 
would be 'ungratefu} if I would not let her 
endeavours ſucceed, by ſeconding them 
with _ own efforts, eſpecially when 1 
muſt aſſent to the force of your arguments; 
they had ſuch an effect that I was growing 
quitechearful, when, (I am almoft aſha 
to tell you) an unlucky dream, made ſuch 
an impreſſion on my mind, as rendered 
me totally unfit to write to you for two 
days, which was the cauſe of my not an- 
ſwering your's of the 6th ſooner, Do not 
however be very angry with me, fince I 
acknowlege my own folly, and have got 
the hetter of it, at feaſt for the preſent : 
beſides you know my mother, who is in 
en other 
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other reſpeAs a ſenſible woman, has great 
faith in dreams which is ſome little apology 
for me. 5 5 
| WO 

I never heard Charles ſay any thing, 
that gave me room to think he was of the 
ſame opinion which you ſay Mr. Maunſell, 
and many other men are; but if we ever 
meet again I will try to diſcover his ſen- 
timents, and be that as it will, I will cer- 
tainly try to correct what is amiſs in my 
own diſpoſition. e . 1 FLEARþ 
oy | g 
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I did not think James had ſo much art, 
and though it is a talent I do not much 
approve in the preſent cafe, I cannot help 
wiſhing him ſucceſs ; for ſince Emily docs 
not diſlike him, it is no harm to uſe a little 
artifice to obtain her father's good graces.— 
Vour's of the 8th is juſt brought me, 1 
mean Lhave juſt read it, and heartily con- 
gratulate Gertrude on the agreeable acci- 
dent that has put an end to all her fears. 
It is indeed a proof that we ſhould never 
deſpond, let our proſpect be ever ſo dark, 
fince the ſcene may be changed in a mo- 
ment when we leaſt expect it; though 
ſtriking the inſtance, | it is probable I 
ſhould have paſſed it over unnoticed, if 
Part 4 | | your 
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your judicious obſervations had not point- | 


ed it out to me, with intention, I know, 


that I ſhould profit by it, which I hope I 


I read part of your letter to my mother, 
who was highly pleaſed both with your 
ſerious reflexions, and your ſprightly de- 
{cription of the confuſion the Count's 
arrival occaſioned in your family. - Sally's 
terror diverted us much; I cannot but ſay 
it was natural enough in the girl, who 
5 he was on his way to America, to 
be frightened at his ſudden appearance, 
and concluded it was ſomething ſuperna- 
tural; for I dare ſay, ſhe is quite con- 
vinced that Ghoſts are continually ſtalking 
about the world. | | mw 


Your picture of the Count is very cap- 
tivating, and does great credit to Gertrude's 
choice ; I ſhall be horridly diſappointed if 
he leaves Dublin before | get there, at pre- 
ſent I cannot judge when that will be, my 
mother's health is ſo uncertain, ſometimes ' 
better, ſometimes worſe; though on the 
whole, ſhe is not near ſo bad as ſhe was, 
becauſe ſhe is not ſo bad for a conſtancy; 
therefore I am in hopes ſhe will recover 

| time 
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time enough for me to be at the wedding, 
as there muſt be letters from France, and 


ſeveral preliminaties ſettled before it comes 
to that. x 


I an: not ſurprized that Gertrude was 
ſo much fluttered; had I been in her place 


it would: have half killed me, but ſhe is 


not ſuch a weak creature as I am, though 
her form is very delicate. 


Ike as well as you to hear foreigners 
- ſpeak Engliſh; they give ſomething I can- 
not deſcribe to the language, which im- 
proves it prodigiouſty. I ſuppoſe you are 
partial to the Munſter bregue, becauſe 


Harry Maunſell is of that Province; not. 
that I think he has more of the accent 


than juſt what is agreeable; no doubt you 
think ſo too, and therefore give it the pre- 
ference. 


My mother's. good wiſhes with mine, 


wait on you, and your friends at your 
houſe. l 


Vour's, as uſual, 


ELIZA FIT Z GER ALD. 
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9 denen, I W had a more 
n ag cual correſpondent than I am; 
ure I deſerve credit for it now, if |. - 
rnd bd ſince 1 withdraw myſelf 
Rr con — to 
enjoy 939 K. re- of writing to my dear 
za, and; i 1 keep her from 
1 on unplealing ideas, which I amm 
9225 to find poſſeſſes: your ſleeping as 
Lale your waking imagination. Vou 
bid me pot be yery angry with you, yet 
how can I be gtherwiſe, when you give 
Way to ſuck a dehility of mind, as to let 
15 5 __ — diſturbed Na dream, at a 
me hen you might naturally 
Poſe it proceeded. from that MY J 
ſpirits, Jo A un you 1110 too e 
encgurage. ö 
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T am awate ycu will tell me there are 
examples in ſcripture, for putting faith 
in the fleeting forms of the night, and I 
grant there are ſeveral; but you muſt 
alſo grant, that when Heaven thought 
Proper to give mankind notice of its 
intentions by dreams, it gave them ſkilful 
interpreters; at preſent ſuch notices 
would be uſeleſs, po we have no pro- 


phets, and muſt depend on old .nurſes, 


who always explain them according to 
their own'fears or fancies,” not having the 
ſpirit of divination to direct them. You 
muſt give me leave to ſay, it is being 
rather unthankful for-the bleſſings you 
enjoy, to torment yourſelf with imagi- 


nary ills. If you muſt weep, Eliza, ſeck 
out the ſons and daughters of affliction, 


(with which every neighbourhood* a- 
bounds) and weep over their  forrows; 


it will make you aſhamed to brood over 


imaginary evils, when you ſee ſo many 
ſuffering real calamities : it will beſide 
have this good effect, you will relieve 
them as far as you are able. Let me en- 
treat you to let your underſtanding 


operate as it. ought, and it is impoſlible 


you can fall into ſuch ſuperſtitious folhes. 
: i Tam 
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Tam really aharapd of appearing "0 


conceited, as I am ſure 1 muſt do, 


taking upon me ta be your infirudor, ; 


but you force me to it, by laying aſide 


the uſe of your own reaſon, for it is not. 
that T think myſelf by any means quali- 


fied for the office, of which I am- the 
more convinced, ſince all I haye ſaid has 
ſo little effect upon you, whoſe partiality 
would allow my arguments perhaps 

more weight than they deſerved; yet it 
ſeems they, ds not carry conviction; o 


all Jan do is to wiſh for Mr. Skefling- 
ton's ſpeedy return, who I hope will at 
leaſt convince you of the truth of my 


aſſertion, that thz pleaſures of meeting 
thofe we love, far out-ballances th: pain 
of parting, which I'acknowlege T knoy, 


| flömeipebebe and I have no appre- 


henſion that your meeting will be pro 


dutive of any thing but ſatisfaction io 
you 15 h, though you are fo induſtri-- 
ous in ſecking occaſien to fear the con- 


_ | 
1 hope both for your mother's Cake, 


and yours, that ſhe will be able to come 
to town before our * here are brought 
2 to- 


„ 
to a concluſion; and you have a good 
chance, as all. the neceſſaries cannot be 
done without time. ts E113 
Young Roufyllon is a pleaſing addition 
to our ſociety: and I affure you Gertrude 
is much improved in chearfulneſs ſince 
his arrival. He puts our leſs lively 
ſwains quite out of their way, for he 
gallants us all, and I ſometimes make 
Harry Maunſetl look grave, by giving 
my hand to the Count, and leaving him 
to attend Gertrude, Who 1 tell him is 
much fitter for him, becauſe, ſhe is ſo 
ſedate; he takes the firſt convenient of 
portunity of expoſtulating on, what he 


calls my. cruelty, in denying him the 
only pleaſure he has to hope for, that of 
enjoying as much of my cofnpany as 


circumſtances will admit. 


a * 


I do but laugh at his rueful faceg and 


tell him, ſituated as we are, it is abſo- 
lutely ridiculous to ſee Him always at my 
elbow ; beſides it is not in nature to reſiſt 
the temptation of flirting with a French 
man, they do it ſo agreeably. He 
ſighs, and looks ſad, and is fo very 
ſorry he has not talents to make him- 


ſelf as pleaſing as the Count, that if 
| I did 
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did not revive his ſpirits. by a ſweet. 
(mile, which he interprets to his own' 
liking, I: ſhould be a little afraid he 
would be found hanging in. his garters : 
it is mighty filly however in him, to ins 
dulge himſelf in ſuch a hopeleſs paſſion ; 
theſe ſort of early entanglements ſome-. 
times prevent the happineſs of our 
future lives, we ſhould be therefore 
very cautious of” a firſt attachment; 
but the miſchief is, we are enſnared be- 
fore we think of the conſcquence. 
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Perhaps I may be a little partial to 
the Munſter accent, nothing extraordi- 
nary that, ſince it has been made 
pleaſing to my car, by my firſt hearing 
the ſoft language of love in that tone, 
to which I think it is exceedingly well 
adapted; no doubt the northern ac- 
cent is muſic to you. | 

I exp:& to hear in your next Charles 
is ſafe arrived in London, for you may 
have had a letter from him by this 
time — This unmerciful Frenchman - 
thinks we ſhould never be weary of 

public amuſements, and is continually 


hurrying us from one to another, till Iam - 
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half dead with fatigue, for you know 1 
am not fond of a life of diſſipation, but 
as it is not to laſt long, I ſubmit, and 
he is now calling me to the play. I muſt 
therefore ſubſcribe myſelf 


My dear Eliza's, £ 
£5 Affectionate, | 
LOUISA MORTIMER. 


3 * 


I am thankful for your kind intentions, 


[ 20r ] _ 
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Miſs 5 Fiez6 ER ALD 1 1o Miß e 


N,. 
an! I» leh, Wa 
— f Jan, 17.— 


[ ACKNOWLEGE my dear Louiſa is. 
not only the moſt punctual, but the | 
moſt agreeable correſpondent I could = 
poſſibly have, and 1 might add, the 1 
moſt inſtruQive, without. being accuſed | 1 
of flattery ; for any one who ſaw your 
letters muſt allow, more perſuaſive ar- 
guments cannot be advanced, than what 
you fet forth to engage me to conquer 
the little weakneſſes of my diſpoſition. 


, 
' 
k 
y 


and dejennitied to follow | your advice, 
and example, and become a rational 
creature as faſt as I can, or I find Iam 
likely to be very unhappy, fince one 
ſhould in this life meet perpetual cauſe 
for uneaſineſs, if, 7 as I have done, they - 
TROP a W 
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always look at the worſt fide of every 
event, and give themſclves up to fruitlets. 


repinings: I will therefore try to fortify 
my mind againſt diſagteeable circumſtan- 
ces, as I think it very probable J ſhall 


have ſome ſuch to encounter, from that 
unfortunate defect in Charles's temper, . 


which he ſeems himſelf to have ſuch 
doubts of conquering. 1 $7t 


I have had a letter from him ſince I. 


wrote to you; he was in London, but 


meant to. leave it next day and ſet out for. 


Suſſex, to ſettle the buſineſs he went on. 


He took, over young Me Neil, and will 
ſettle him there as his agent, ſince he is of 
tried integrity; and the perſon that 


hitherto managed, his Engliſh eſtate, has 
certainly. not been honeſt... _ 


When Charles has concluded his bu- 
ſineſs he will return to London, and ſee 
every thing that is worth, 1740 there, 

e ſays, 
for that ; and 
he hopes to find me in Dublin, as he will 
not go to the caſtle till ſummer, unleſs 


before- big return: but a mob, 
will be more thin ſufficien 


my mother's - ilIn:ſs' ſhould detain me 


th re longer than we expected. Le 
| ſays | 
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fays' the Engliſh women afe handſome, 
and in genetal, fairer than the Iriſh; 
yet he gives the prefernce fo his conntry- 
en for the modeſt Tweetnels of their 
100 6G. 6 $4217 2201 *RAP TOPS KANE 


F#+ 13: 1 {di 26 bh 12 ear ot 
I cannot but join with Mr. Maunfell, 


in thinking it rather cruel of you to give 
another the pleaſure of attending you, 


when you know i would make him 


happy, eſpecially ſince (as he obſtrves) 
it is the only happineſs he is likely ta 
enjoy with you; and beſides, he ſeldom 


greateſt part of his time ſepatated from 
you; that I think he deſerves ſome little. 
chuſideration: but 1 believe, my dear 
Lovifa' has now and then 4 ſmall Pro- | 


— 


penſity towards ffrUuhg. wp) ER 


Bit pray how does Gertrude approye 
of your engaging the Count? I ſhould - 
ſuppoſe ſhe: would not be much obliged 
to you for the exchange, as it is likely 
Mri/Maunfell is not at ſuch times a very 
chearful companion, though he is tiſually 
extremely pleaſing. I allow his con- 
ſtaney to you, who have cruſhed all his. 
hopes, is no great proof of his gu 
= | | ut 


has 6pportunity for af, being tht - | 
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but 1 would. be glad to know,: who that 
loved was ever wiſe, except yourſelf, and 
we cannot expect to meet with prodi- 
gies | often. Lou adviſe me to what 
moſt people would think a bad remedy 
for low ſpirits; to. viſit the afflicted: I 
always: thought fa myſelf, and therefore 
aki it, though my. purſe was al- 
ways open to, thoſe WhO applied to 
me: however I have ſuch an opinion of 
your judgement, that Lam reſolved to 
try what effect it will have. On con- 
fideraticn, I believe you are quite right, 
for they muſt, have. very liiile huma- 
nity that would. not forget their own 
afflictions, When they ſaw others ſaf- 


fering much greater';- and very little 


religton, that would. not be, thankful! 
to Heaven for exempting them from: 
ſuch/calamities.. | 

The advious confquence is, one 1 
be aſhamed to complain of triffing ills— 
Why could not 1, think of that be- 
fore? but you ſee by it how. much 1 


need your inſtructions, and that they 


do carry conviction, though they did 
not take effect all at once: ſo I hope 
you will not give up an office, you. 

are 


—— 
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are ſo capable of; for without your- ' 


advice, I feel that I ſhould often act 
very fooliſhly. _. 40 723572 ell aL 


Your arguments againſt believing in 
dreams, is ſo concluſive, I could not 
help reading it to my mother, who 
uſed to be a great advocate for them; 
ſhe ſeemed ſtruck with what you ſaid, 
and, after a ſhort ſilence, indeed Eliza, 
ſays ſhe, I never conſidered the matter 
in that light, and do not know that 
it can be confuted: but this I know, 
I never met with any young lady who 
has ſo juſt a way of thinking on every 
ſubject as Miſs Mortimer; T1 am ſure, 
my dear, you will not be jealous that 
I do not except you, which with all my 
partiality I cannot ; but-your friend is 
four years, at leaſt, -older than you, and 
has made fo good uſe of her time, that 
many women old enough to be her 
mother, might be improved by her con- 
verſation. 7 


I will not tell you all ſhe ſaid of you, 
becauſe I know it diftreſſes you to hear 
your own praiſes ; but you may believe, 
it gratified me very much. 


L 266 J 
My mother intends goin g into the 
drawing-room to-day, for the firſt time; 


I wiſh ſhe may not take cold :. She joins 
me in n nere affection 10 yu.” 


vous in tendereſ bend. . 
ELIZA FITZGERALD 
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LETTER XXIX. 


Miſs MoRTIMER, to Miſs FirzGERALD. 


Jan, 25, 


ARE: not you v ſurpriſed at my long 
filence ? to be ſure you are, as it is 
very-unſual with me to neglect writing to 
my dear Eliza for ſo many days; but your 
wonder will ceaſe when tell you, I am 
abſolutely out of breath with the hurry 
this wicked Count has put us all into. 


You have not the leaſt chance of being 


at the wedding, for the preparations are 
going on with unreaſonable ſpeed, and 
the ſettlements are actually very near fi- 
niſhed, he has ſo effectually quickened 
the clerks. 


He got letters from France ſoon after 
I wrote'to you laſt, I believe the day or 
two after; he ſays himſ:If, it was as ſoon 
as an anſwer could poſſibly arrive; and 
immediately he communicated them to 
Gertrude and me, requeſting if we diſ- 
„ of any part, I might ſay ſo, 

A ; S and 
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and it ſhould be altered. There was, 
however, no objection to be made, every 
thing was done ſo genteely by his fa- 
ther. When I ſignified my approbati- 

on, (for you muſt know I am her guar- 
dian on this occaſion) he told me, he 
ſhould immediately give proper orders 
to an Attorney, and hoped I would uſe 
my influence with Miſs St. George, to 
prevail on her not to make: unneceſſary 
_ delays, but fix an early day for' lus 
happineſs. N 


I undertook the embaſſy, and gave it 
as my opinion, that ſhe ſhould not take 
an unreaſonable time, as he 1s appoint- 
ed to a place at Court, and will return 
home as ſoon as he conveniently can; 
for I believe he will be permitted to go 
on parole. She mentioned four or five 
weeks, and then ſaid fix or ſeven, upon 
which J left her, leſt ſhe ſhould increaſe 
it to ſo many months; and telling him 
what ſhe had ſaid, he began to exclaim 
moſt vehemently in French, againſt her 
determination; and begged me io re- 
member what a tedious time that would 
be to him, who had already ſuffered 
{uch a long probation, by loſing her juſt 
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at the time he had hoped to be united to 
her for ever. 


I then told him, if he would leave it 
to me, I would endcavour to get her 
conſent for the roth of next month, 
which will be her birth-day, and ſooner 
than that, he could not expect. He ſaid 
he would ab de by my deciſion, and. 
after much perſuaſion, ſhe agreed to it, 
but inſiſted it looked like being in too 
great a hurr7. 


This weighty point being ſcttled, 
there is a thouſand little matters to be 
done, as we do not know how ſoon af- 
ter the marriage they will ſet out for 


France. The fight of thoſe preparati- 


ons recalls to poor Harry's memory the 
time when he returned to Ireland, in full 
hope of being in that fatuation, and the, 
idea, that all his proſpects of happineſs 
in that way, are now ſhut in, makes 
him figh ; and at times raiſes a momen- 
tary ſadneſs in my heart; not that I. 
cannot marry him; believe me, I have 
no regrets on that account, but becauſe. 
L ſee the diſappointment continues to fit. 
too heavily. on him. The Count, whom I. 
find, he has. let into the ſecret, ſaid to. 

1 2 me 


6 1 


me to-day, * Ah! Miſs Moitimer, m x 
*© happineſs reminds poor Mr. Maunſell of 
his diſappointment ; can you give him 
no hope?“ I laid my hand upon his 
mouth; © that is a prohibited ſubject, 

by Count ; the thing is impoſſible; Mr. 
« Maunfell knows it is.” He ſhook his 
head, and with the ſofteſt expreſſion of 
compaſſion in his eyes, (you know how 
expreſſive French eyes are) ſaid, © 'tis 
. © pity, 'tis great pity ?“ Fam fure he 
makes Harry much worſe than he would 
be, by pitying him, and indulging him in 
talking over the affair; ; for he was N 

ful and eaſy before. 


You fay it is erueł in me to let any one 
elſe attend me; you do nat, however, 
conſider, that though there may be no 
impropriety in his making a public ſhew 
of his attachment to me, it would not 
be quite ſo proper for me to do fo; 
which I ſhould in effect, if I refuſed the 
little- offices of politeneſs from any other 
man: and notwithſtanding you fay, I 
have a propenſity to flirting, yon know 
me too well to think I could find any 
pleaſure in giving pain to a heart that 
doats on me: but you muſt confeſs, we 
are in a very Pore ſituation, and it 
requires 
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requires ſome degree of circumſpection 
to avoid the tongue of ſlander, 


Gertrude was not a bit diſpleaſed with. 


me for leaving Harry to be her Gentle- 


man- Uſher; for beſides that, he is a 


great favourite with her, ſhe was well 
pleaſed not to be the object of the Count's 
attention in public. So you ſee the ex- 
change ſerved two good. purpoſes, it 
kept people from making particular ob- 
ſervations, either on her or me. 


I rejoice to hear your mother can 
leave her room, and am not a little proud 


of her good opin on. 
Adicu, dear girl; 


Your's ever, 


LOUISA MORTIMER. . 


T 3 | LETTER: 


L 212 J 


rn RI 9 + © 


M.iſs FITZGERALD, to Miſs MORTIMER, 


— 


Jan. 28, — 


THINK this laſt jaunt of mine to the 


country has produced nothing but 


diſagreeable events. In the firſt place, 
it ſeparated me from my Louiſa; then it 
deprived me of meeting Emily; of ſee- 
ing the Volunteers; gave occaſion for 
Charles's jealouſy to break out ; and to 
ſum up all, the coldneſs. of the place 
brought on my mother's illneſs, which 
will now detain me from Gertrude's wed- 
ding ; and that, I acknowlege, isa very 
great mortification to me; and what is 
{till worſe, I have no one pleaſing reflec- 
tion to make me amends for all my diſ- 
appointments, 
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appointments, except that my mother 


continues tolerably, and I have hopes 


we ſhall get to town in leſs than a month. 


I never liked the Country in winter, 


and from this time, I believe I ſhall hate 
the ſight of it. 


My acquaintance with the Miſs Boyle's 
is the only agreeable circumſtance that 
has occurred ſince I left Dublin: I fancy 
they will be in town before me, as the 
ſervants they left in the houſe, tell our's, 
they expect their maſter ſoon ; and I 
know he was to come home when his 
daughters ſet out for town. When I 
come, I will introduce them to you. 


have been trying the experiment 
you recommended to me, Louiſa, and it 
has ſucceeded to the utmoſt of your 
wiſhes. I am aſhamed of having ever 
been ſo unthankful for the many bleſ- 
fings I enjoy; as to overlook them all, 
and make myſdf unhappy with the ap- 
prehenſion of evils, that, perhaps, may 
never come to paſs; and if they = 
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would not be equal to half the miſeries 
which I have ſeen one family patiently 
ſuffering; but people bred up in eaſe 
and affluence, have no idea of what real 
misfortune is; and therefore lament as 
ſuch, trifles that ought not to give a rea- 
ſonable creature a moment's pain. 


The day after I wrote to you laſt, I 
took Kitty with me in the chaiſe, and 


went about three miles off, where ſhe 
told me there were ſeveral poor Cottagers 
on the eſtate of a young gentleman- now 
on his travels; for thank Heaven, the 
lower claſs of tenants on Charles's eſtate, 
or mine, are none of them in want. 
We had turned into a bye-road that led 
to a. few ſcattered cabbins,, and were 
driving towards the neareſt, when I ſay 
a pretty girl, about nine years old, run 


out, and clapping her hands together, in 


an agony of grief, cried out, Oh! my 
* mammy! my mammy!“ and with- 
out ſeeming to hear the- carriage, in a 
manner fl:w acr-:{s the road to a cottage 
at the other fide, into which ſhe went. 
The child's exclamation raiſed both my 
pity and curioſity, as I gueſſed it muſt 
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be occaſioned by ſome diſtreſs ſhe had 
left her mother in; and calling John to 
ſtop, 1 ſtepped out, followed by Kitty, 
and went directly into the houſe: but 
what a fcene of woe prefented itſelf | at 
one fide of the room lay the corpſe of a 
man, on a bed; at the other, near the 
dying embers of a turf fire, lay the wo- 
man on a bed of ſtraw, in a fainting fit; 

an infant about three days old, ſleeping. 
at her fide, With Kitty's affiſtance 1 
raiſed her, and applied my Eau de Luee 
to her noſe, which foon revived her, 


om ſhe looked wildly round ; when caſt- | 
ing her eyes on her dead huſband, ſhe _ 


clapped her hands over them, as if una- 
ble to bear the fight, and cried out, who 
was ſo cruel as to bring me back toa 
life of mifery ! I bid her be comforted, 
as I hoped ſhe and her children would 

yet ee The ſtrange voice ſtruck 
her ear, (for I bclieve Frag never obferv- 
ed my appearance) and ſhe took down 
her hand to view me, juſt as the little 
girl came in, followed. by an old: wo- 


man. 


They all looked aſtoniſhed, and ſcem- 
ed at a loſs to account for what they 
ſaw ; 
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faw ; when I, who was ſupporting the 
poor woman, and apprehenſive ſhe would 
faint again, aſked if they had any thing 
fit to give her ? The old woman with 
tears in her eyes, anſwered, ſhe feared 
there was nothing but a little butter- 
milk, and a few potatoes, which the 
- Poor neighbours brought in. I then 
called for ſome water, and gave her a 
little, with Eau de Luce in it, which re- 
covered her from the faintiſhneſs; and 
tears flowing plentifully, ſhe was much 
relieved, and we laid her down. again. 


I ſent John to an Inn about half a 
mile off, for a bottle of Wine, and ſome 
other refreſhments; and while he was 
away, enquired of the old woman, how 
the people came into ſuch diſtreſs. She 
told me the man had been a Linen- 
Weaver, near Armagh; and lived very 
comfortably, till he fell. into a lingering 
illneſs; which diſabled him from. work- 
ing, and having nothing to ſupport him 
but what his wife earned by ſpinning, 
they were, forced to ſell moſt of their 
furniture, to pay their rent, and brought 

the 
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the ſmall remainder to the place they 
were now in, where they had been but a 
few months; they made a ſhift to main- 
tain themſ-lves by the woman's induſ- 
try, and what little the child could do, 
till the man grew fo bad, his wife could 
do nothing but attend him, and they 

were reduced to the greateſt diſtreſs, 
when to add to it, ſhe was brought to 
bed a few days ago; that ſhe ſtaid with 


them as much as ſhe could, and had not 


left them half an hour, when the child 
ran to tell her, her father was dead, and 


her mother dying ; ſhe concluded with 


ſaying, ſhe hoped Heaven had ſent 1 me 
that way for their relief. 


John returned ſooner than I could 
have expected, and I gave the woman 
ſome warm” Wine and Water, and gave 
directions for a Chicken he had brought 
to be made into broth for her, and the 
old woman undertook to ſtay and do e- 
very thing that was proper, to whom 1 
gave ſome money to provide firing, and 
whatever was neceſſary for that night: 
promiſing to ſend a ſupply O_ our 
houſe next day. 


You 
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Vou may be ſure I rewarded her for 
her trouble, in a manner that will ſecure 
her attendance while it is wanted ; and 
as foon as the woman. lis well enough, 1 
intend to bring her to a neat little houſe 
that is now uneccupied on my lands, 
where ſhe ſhall be rent - ſree, till ſhe can, 
by her induſtry (for 1 do not with to en- 
courage idlentſs) get a fe- guineas to 
lay by, and then I will let her have it at 
a very eaſy rent : the garden is now well 
cropped, fo that ſhe will have nothing 
to do but attend her ſpinning for ſome 
time. | 1 bf 


I am now. convinced that the wiſe 
man's ſaying, © It is better to go to the 
„ houſe of mourning,” provided one 
makes a proper uſe of the leſſon it 
teaches; for thoſe poor people's diſtreſs 
has engroſſcd all my thoughts; and 
relieving them, given me more pleaſing 
reflections than ever I enjoyed before on 
doing a charitable action: becauſe till 
now, I never ſaw the wretchedneſs from 
which I relieved the objects ot my com- 
paſſion. | 


While 
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- Herts: Huts, and fee 
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; for the future I ſhall, 123 75 
Fe 50 yſelf ; it e wee > the 
et a pro} 4 elings that 
are 1 to me, and to bear — - Goh 
evils without Fepioung 


— 


V 
4 


Wor 8280 akin pn to blame you 
in regard to W. Maunſell, for I acknow- 
lege you are uncommonly circumſtanc- 
ed; nor do I know a w except 


yourſelf, that would act with ſueh pro- - 


priety in the ſame ſituation : but I can- 


not help pitying him. No doubt, the 


Count, who has ſo much ſenſibility, is 
quite affected with his melancholy tale. 


I hope ſoon to- hear from Charles in 
London, for then his ſtay in England 
will not be very much longer ; perhaps 
we may reach Dublin nearly at the ſame 


time. Do you think James has made 


any declaration to Emily yet ? 1 find 
Vora J. U all 


\ 
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all our family look on it as a match very 
likely to take place: I hope it may. 


Tell Gertrude how mortified I am that 
I cannot fill the office of Bride-Maid at 
her nuptials, which I had promiſed my- 
ſelf 1 ſhould. Who is ſhe to have beſide 

you. Believe me, dear Louiſa, _ 


Your affectionate, 
ELIZA FITZGERALD. 
* 1. 
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Miſs MorTimER, to Miſs FITZGERALD. 
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I. H AVE cot ſuch i habit of anſwers. 
ing my dear Eliza's letters immediate-, 
Oy tha Oar is a diſtreſs, to me to miſs a 

t in the, 1 Fette, of af. 


pol 18 ber, 1 am, 
Tag, e TY 445 t 8 by 
2 wi u a If, fn me again. 
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nel a bullle a wetlding futter in a. 
family; even the ſervants are anxious to- 
have their finery ready on the occaſion; 
and] aſſure you, our maidens will make 
mp ſinall figure, as Gerttude inſiſted on 


U 2. bedizening 
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bedizening them all at her own expence, 
not excepting Emily's damſel, who by 
the way, is quite a Belle amongſt her 
own claſs, and I believe is much delight- 
ed at wan permitted to throw off her 
mourning tor that night, when I dare 
fay, the will appear in all her airs, for I 
ſce ſhe lays herſelf out for admirati- 
on, | : 


There are to be three Bride-Maids, 
beſides your humble ſervant, all Ger- 
trude's near relations; and ſhe could not 
aſk one without offending the reſt; fo 
ſhe might as well let-them all have the 
name of it, There is Mis Ponſonbv, 
and the two Miſs Forteſcue's; you know 
they are very young ladies, and I find 
they had ſet their hearts on the matter, 
for they all came together, to pay her a 
viſit, and when ſhe aſked them to be her 
Bride-Maids, their eyes ſparkled with 
joy, and it was impoſſible not to ſmile 
at.the eagerneſs with which they accepted 
the invitation, and the hurry they were 
in to be gone, that they might buy new 
gowns, and a million of other things, 

- "wk 


r 
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which they repzated with amazing volu- 
bility, all talking at once; and I dare 

have talked and, thought of little 
elle ſir nce: though we do not mean to 
make any great parade of it, there muſt 
be a good many people, as it is a com- 
pliment ſne cannot avoid paying ſome 
uncles, aunts; and couſins, that are now 
in town; I thinł it beſt ſo, for I always 
obſerve, the more company there is, the 
leſs notice is taken of the Bride, their 


e 8 by each other. 


17 wiſh the affii Was over for Ger- 
trud- 's fake, WHO begins to look ſerious 
as the day draws near; I am not ſurpriſed- 
ſhe ſhould, as it will make ſuch a mate- 
rial in every circumſtance of her life; it 
is not only the change from a ſingle 
ſtate, in which ſhe is intirely miſtreſs of 
her o actions, to one wherein ſhe muſt 
dcoommodate here Af to the temper and 
diſpoſiton of another, but it willalfo re- 
move her from her country, and all her 
conntxions, and place her amongſt peo- 
ple ho can have no other attachment 


to her, — what her own N may en- 
ahn 33 title. 


TY 
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title her to. No. wonder her refleQions 
ſhould be rather melancholy ; I: muft 
- confeſs, I think ſhe ſtands in need of all 
her affection for the Count, and a la 
ſhare of | philoſophy beſides, to enab able 
her to ſupport her ſpirits. One thing is 
much in her favour, that is, ſhe is ſo 15 
tle alone, that ſne has ſcarce any time for 
thinking. Was I in her place, it is m 
opinion I fhould have declared off, when 


I came to conſider the conſequence. 


Harry to hear 50 Charles 
when he has ſeen a little of London; I 
am not ſure that I did not wil you aſe 
before. 


| I was a good deal affected for your 
poor family, and ſhould have been quite 
diſtreſſed but that I knew, now you had. 
met with them, they would be effectually 
relieved ; I muſt beg of you to give them 
five guineas, to make ſome little. additi- 
on to their furniture and cloaths, and ſet 
it down to my account, it would be too. 


much for you to take it all upon- TE 
e 
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ſelf, when you will meet with ſo many 
Gi tn wan your une," 


I knew your viſiting the affficted would 
have the deſired effect, becauſe you are 
alive to the diſtreſſes of your fellow-crea- 
tures. You are not one of thofe who 
fancy they are poſſeſſed of ſuperfine feel- 
ings, yet never feel for any one but them- 
felves, and are ſo apprehenſive of hurt- 
ing their ſpirits, that their deareſt friends, 
if in ſickneſs or aflifticn, muſt find ſome 
one of leſs feeling, and more humanity, 
to perform the tender offices of friend - 
ſhip; for in this age of delicate nerves, 
the terms are by no means fynonimous. 
I am ſure we know one or two ladies who. 
are always talking of their fine feelings, 


and were never yet known to do a good- 


natured or charitable action. 


- 


tion, though t the expence of the reſt. 
of the Sex; is no refl:Qtion on them, 
however, for -I believe a peculiarity of 
ſentiment is neceſſary to enable one to 
conduct themſelves in ſuch a particular 
1 ſituation 


| kam able to you for your approba- 
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ſituation as mine; and that cannot be ex 
pected from matiy, nor do ſuch circum - 
ilances often occur. Indeed there is very 
few to whom my example ſhould be re- 
commended for it would be a moſt dan- 
gerous ſtate to th: ſe who have great ſen- 


ability, and very little command of their 
paſſions, to Keep up an intimate friend- 
ſhip with a young man the) like, and are 
effectually eſt rained from mariying: the 
tryal, would be 109 great for female forti- 
tude to ſupport, if not aſliſted by ſuch, a. 
ſingularity of diſpoſition as I happen to 
poſſeſs. It Harry's was ſimilar, there 
would be no more debating on Platonic 
Love, as we ſhovld be. proof poſitive of 
its exiſtence. As it is, I think the point 
muſt temain unde d. 


Ves, the Count deplores Harry's miſ- 
fortune in the moſt pathetic terms, and. 
Harry, in conſequence, is mighty ſad, and 
mighty filly : 1 ſhould be obliged to alter- 
my conduct towards him if I:did; not. 
conclude that his friends departure; which 
is is not far off, will reſtꝭte him to his 
underſtanding. 1 S ne , en #1 
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What a det you have 
a eeable events N * nb. am 
7, the country ; they were not WT 
praſing to be ſure, however, I look 
the accident” which occafioned Charles 
jealouſy to break out, as rather Werne 
thin otherwiſe : had it been ſmothered 


till after you were married, the conſe- 


ence would have. been much worſe, 
ce you would have no remedy but 
rting, which will be much better done 
fore marriage, if you ſhould find bim 
incutable, "Bi 1 en * will not, 


1 


No, I do not believe Mr. Fitzgerald 
and Emily have come to any explanation; 
but his behaviour cannot be miſtaken, ſhe 
is forced to acknowlege it cannot, and is 

grown more referved- to him upon it, 
probably that deters him from ſpeaking ; 

fears to give her offence by entering 
on ſuch a (bjet ſo early in her widow- 


hood, as he muſt ſee-ſhe ſtudiouſly avoids 
giving him any opportunity. I am, how- 
ever, of opinion, it will come to ſomo- 
thing | in due time, for ſhe does not diſlike 


him, and can have no other objection to 
him, 
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him, unleſs her father forbid the banns, 
on account of his fortune not being equal 
to her's; but Jam in hopes he will allo 
his birth to make up for the deficiency, 
as I know he ſets ſome value on ancient 
gentility; a ney title would not hays, 
ap. the weight vit bim an 
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1 bol, not we thou; ght of the ob-- 
jection, only Mr. O' Neil is b fond of mo- 
ney; otherwiſe I would ſuppoſe he might 
think his fortune and her's together, quite 
| ſufficient for happineſs, as his is not in- 
conſiderable, and her's very large, exclu- 
five of what is ſettled onthe child. James 
is exceeding fbnd of the litile thing, and 
I can tell you, that is no bad way of pay- 
ing his court to its grandfather, who is 
wakes fooliſh about the baby: it is a 
pretty creature too, and or one cannot ban. 
taking r een ;7 ys 3, bbs bye 


5 next -will give you an acecunt of 
Ws wedding . dn ene you re 
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be with her. Tea waits, while J tell you, 
1 am, moſt affectionately, 


Your's, 


LOUISA MORTIMER. 
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